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Israel to open skies to Jordan 

ifjMdw W MasaUeJfofi lumdSm »« »» and airports to 
^Europe, the transport min«e?Sd^fo^w , %v rep 2f c * hcn flW 10 
• m brad getting the same riefars a****^" ^* le °®V tt conditioned 
ui«itMr Yimr | statement from Transoort 

■ announced that Jordan had asked Derm^v^ mbC n. 1993 ’ Mr ’ Kess “ 
co mme rc ia l flights. Jordanian officu^db!^ ** ^ kracl on 

-Mde. On Tteday 

-International An- Transport Association f Gcw r ;a ^ >aScd 

was prepared to make offer. “’Israel is that Israc! 

: sea and airports. Israel has *1°* ils 

; land to European points on the basis of C0 fl . y ova 

countries," the statement from Mr ir^° Mutuality between the two 
*35^^ said. Airiines flying 

" avoiding huge Stretches of ausoace over hS ** 

i wWdbMW to Bombay^dSn^ok^M 005 ' faaC, * S ? M ' 

: ifitomkJ o* Jordan™, (Ldi aSSSiSw^Z?’^^™ 

. ,1Q Jonfan^n -apace alone would no. tta. 



An independent Arab political daily i 
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Darawshe offers Syria mediation 

TEL AVIV (AP) — An Arab member of Israel's parliament said 
Monday he had asked Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad to allow an, 
Israeli- Arab delegation to visit Damascus, saying it could help 
encourage the peace process. “I believe that we Israeli Arabs can play 
an active role in bridging the gaps between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours," Abdul Wahab Darawshe told the Associated Press. "I 
think the proof is the role wc played in getting Israel and the PLO 
together.” Mr. Darawshe. head of the Democratic Arab Party which 
controls two seats in the 120-member Knesset, said that he bad asked 
Mr. Assad in a letter to allow an Israel- Arab delegation to visit Syria 
soon. Mr. Darawshe, one of seven Arabs in parliament, said Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa had agreed to contact Syrian officials to 
press for approval. He said that he expected an answer within two 
days. Mr. Darawshe said that Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is aware 
of his request to visit Syria and said he would meet with Mr. Rabin 
before making any trip to Syria. 
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King meets 
Arab envoys 
to U.S. 


AMMAN 


.(Petra) 
King Hi 


— Their 




Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor received at their 
^resideDce here Monday Arab 
ambassadors to the United 
States. The King briefed the 
i envoys on his meeting with 
President Bill CHn ton, Jor- 
dan's support for the peace 
process and the necessity to 
bring about a comprehensive, 
just and durable peace in the 
Middle East. He stressed the 
'need for a unified Arab posi- 
tiotrand a high level of coor- 
fonation among the Arab 
countries. Present at the 
meeting were Prime Minister 
Dr. Abdul Sal am Majali, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Minister of 
Information Jawad Anani, 
-Minister of Finance Sami 
Gammoh and Jordanian 
Ambassador to the U.S. 
Fayez Tarawneb. 


. • 

i King sends 
’messages 
JoYemenl leaders 

^AMMAN (Petra) — The 
iKing's advisor Khaled A1 
Xainuri returned to Amman 
'Monday after a one-day visit to 
JYemen where he met with 
‘Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh and Vice-President 
Safim AH A1 Beedh. Dr. Kara- 
kr delivered to the Yemeni 
. leaders a message from His 
-Majesty King Hussein dealing 
with bilateral relations and the 
situation in Yemen. Dr. Kara- 

- jti said the- two leaders exptess- 

- — ed their appreciation for King 

^Hussein’s role in so^jj^g the 
political crisis in Yemeni 

Rania Atalla to 
haad JIB in 
Washington 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Rania 
■Atalla, deputy director of the 
-Jordan Information Bureau in 
Washington, was Sunday 
appointed as director of the 
- bureau. Ms. Atalla, who 
mmed die bureau in February 
-3991, wiH assume her new re- 
sponsibilities at the beginning 
of March. She succeeds Mar- 
wan Muasher, who is the 
'spokesman for the Jordanian 
^delegation to die Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations. Twenty- 
eight-year-old Ms. Atalla has a 
^masters degree in political sci- 
■cocc form Georgetown Uni- 
versity, Washington, D.C., 
and had previously worked as a 
reporter at the Jotdan Times. 


Arab stabs 
two Israelis 
In Jerusalem 

. OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
-(R) — An Arab stabbed and 
slightly wounded two Israelis 
in -central Jerusalem! on Mon- 
: d ay.in an i n c i - 
dent touched off by a work 
related argument, police said. 
7*hey said- the- Arab 
argued with his Israeli em- 
ployer in an electrical store and 
nabbed him in the hand with a 
.screwdriver. He then ran out- 
side and stabbed another 
Israeli in the head. Police said 
the 'attacker was caught and 
the two Israelis were taken to 
hospital. 


U.S. rejects 
French call to 
Impose Bosnia 
peace 

PARIS (Agencies) — France, 
rrring of dire consequences 
uJew approach is not found, 
~ the United States on 
ly to join in imposing a 
settlement on Bosnia, 
Ut _ Washington rejected the 
i r U S. officials said. Fore- 
ign Minister Alain Juppe, in 
talks with Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, “raised 
the possibility of imposing a 
settlement,” a senior U.S. offi- 
cial told reporters. “But we 
made dear that we would not 
: the. idea of imposing a 
it on the aggrieved 
y, putting pressure on the 
11 ** offidal said. 
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Samples, records said missing 
from drug control department 


By Ayman A1 Safodi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Large q uanti ties 
of medicine that were pre- 
sented to die pharmacy and 
drug control department at the 
Ministry of Health before 
October for testing and reg- 
istration were not recorded or 
tested and their whereabouts 
cannot be accounted for, in- 
formed sources said Monday. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the missing medicines, which 
were submitted to the depart- 
ment as testing samples by 
drug companies, were large 
enough in volume to supply 
pharmacies. 

The sources cited the quanti- 
ties of drug testing samples 
that accumulated at the depart- 
ment since administrative 
changes took place there 
almost three months ago as an 
indication of how large the 
missing quantities were. 

Drug companies and impor- 
ters usually submit more than 
one sample of the same drug 
for testing, the sources said. 
The tests used to be conducted 
on one sample only, they said. 

They said foe Ministry of 
Health recently caught a ship- 
ment of these drugs as they 
were being illicitly transported 
out of the department. 

The sources also said that 
many of the files and records of 
the department were misring 
since the administrative 


changes were effected by 
Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas. 

Sources also pointed that foe 
department had more than 
once approved the sale of 
drugs that were not registered 
at foe Ministry of Health when 
large government tenders were 
being processed. 

Senior positions at foe de- 
partment were filled by people 
who owned private pharmacies 
or had interests with drag com- 
panies, foe sources said. 

The sources said that the 
minister of health has recently 
introduced major reshuffles in 
senior positions at foe depart- 
ment. 

They said that a senior de- 
partment official who owned a 
private pharmacy was transfer- 
red to another position. 
Another senior official, who 
was closely related to a repre- 
sentative of a major drag com- 
pany in Jordan, was pensioned 
off. 

A senior official at the in- 
spection section of foe depart- 
ment was retired last week. 
The official owned a private 
pharmacy, foe sources said. 

The duties of the section , the 
sources said, were to cany out 
regular inspections of private 
pharmacies to make sure that 
drugs sold there have been 
tested and approved by the 
Ministry of Health. . 

' The sources said that at least 
three of the eight-member in- 
spection team for Amman 


Regent calls for 
probe panel 

HIS ROYAL Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, foe Regent, 
Monday called for foe forma- 
tion of a committee to investi- 
gate charges raised by Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim 
Malhas, of violations of speci- 
fications and standards by 
pharmacists and food mer- 
chants. Prince Hassan thanked 
Dr. Malhas for raising foe 
issue. He also noted that 
Jordanian pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts enjoy good reputation 
abroad. 

The Regent made foe com- 
ments during a visit to Baiqa 
Govemorate (see separate 
story) 


owned private pharmacies. 

The sources said that the 
section ends its work at 2 p.m. 
and no inspection of pharma- 
cies takes place after that time. 

Minister Malhas Friday 
pointed to a conflict of interest 
among the people who were in 
charge of authorising foe sale 
of medicine in the market. 

The minister told the Jordan 
Times that he has reorganised 
foe pharmacy and drug control 
department to create a drag 
inspection section independent 
of the pharmacy department. 

Sources said that foe law on 
the control of drags was part of 


foe law on pharmacies in Jor- 
dan. 

Shihan, an Arabic-language 
weekly, Thursday quoted Dr. 
Malhas as saying that a good 
quantity of food and medicine 
that reach foe market do not 
meet standards and specifica- 
tions. 

Dr. Malhas told the Jordan 
Tunes Friday that there was a 
deficiency in laws governing 
foe sale of food and medicine 
pointing to the need for new 
legislation that protects con- 
sumers. 

Spokesmen and presidents 
of parliamentary committees 
said Monday that the Lower 
House of Parliament will 
Wednesday set a date for a 
session during which foe gov- 
ernment will explain its poli- 
cies on food and drugs as well 
as its "stand” on Dr. Malhas* 
statements. 

In a statement issued after a 
dosed meeting, the deputies 
said: “The situation is serious 
and should be handled with 
seriousness in order to protect 
foe health of the people, the 
reputation of the country and 
its national economy.** 

The statement, which was 
read out to journalists by 
Acting House Speaker Abdul 
Razzaq Tubeisbat, said de- 
puties wifl propose appropriate 
solutions to foe problem after 
foe government explains the 
measures it wQl take to deal 

(Con tinned on page 5) 


Delegation 
heads meet 
in secret 
locations 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Middle East peace talks 
between the Arabs and Israelis 
were resuming Monday in un- 
disclosed locations after a four- 
month hiatus following foe 
signing of an Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace accord. 

Only beads of delegations 
from Israel, Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon and the Palestinians 
were to meet and, unlike foe 
past II encounters, this time 
they will meet in undisclosed 
locations away from foe media. 

Jordan*s Ambassador to foe 
U.S. Fayez A1 Tarawneb said 
foe meetings would define the 
shape of the next round of foe 
Arab-Israeli bilateral talks. 

In a telephone interview 
with Jordan Television Mon- 
day evening. Dr. Tarawneb,, 
who heads the Jordanian de- 
legation to foe talks, said Jor- 
dan insisted on having foe 
negotiations going on in sepa- 
rate tracks for the countries 
involved as was provided for in 
foe 1991 Madrid conference 
which launched the peace pro- 
cess. 

He said although Jordan and 
Israel had reached an agree- 
ment on foe agenda of their 
talks Sept. 24, 1993, the two 
countries were not able to start 
discussing issues listed on the 
agenda. 

‘Therefore, we were keen 
on keeping the formula on 
separate tracks proceeding 
simultaneously with our 
brethren so that we can start 
discussing the details of the 
agenda," he said. 

Dr. Tara wu eh said the U.S. 
would maintain its role as co- 
sponsor of the peace talks and 
facilitate foe negotiating pro- 
cess. 

“As co-sponsors of the talks, 
they will not participate in foe 
dis cu ssions, but will be in- 
formed on foe progress of the 
talks to hold evaluations on the 
coming stages," he said. 

Itamar Rabinovich, Israel s 
bead of delegation with Spa 
and ambassador to the United 
States, said experience has 
taught them that it has been 
“counterproductive” for nego- 
tiators to answer reporters’ 
questions. 

Thlks will also be “less struc- 

(Continned on page 5) 


Israel, Egypt voice optimism 
for Israel-PLO compromise 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli and Egyptian leaders 
sounded a chorus of optimism 
Monday, saying they were con- 
fident key obstacles blocking 
foe start of Palestinian auton- 
omy could be overcome within 
a few days. 

The upbeat statement came 
as foe pace of Israeli- Arab 
talks picked up with talks to 
resume in Washington be- 
tween Israel and Syria after 
months of suspension. 

After an hour-long meeting 
with his Egyptian counterpart 
Amr Musa, Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said “a basis has 
been created” for a possible 
agreement on overcoming 
obstacles to implementing the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord. 

“We hope that the next few 
days will be fruitful in pushing 
forward the work on the 
Palestinian- Israeli track to- 
wards a solution," Mr. Musa 
told reporters. 

Mr. Musa flew in unex- 
pectedly for a six-hour visit 
with a message from Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak who 
met Sunday with PLO Chair- 


man Yasser Arafat. 

Mr. Musa said he hoped Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat oonld 
reach agreement by the time 
they met again Saturday in foe 
Swiss resort of Davos. Radio 
reports quoted Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin as saying Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat had five 
main points to overcome in 
Switzerland, but he did not list 
the points. Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Arafat met last weekend in 
Oslo, Norway. 

“Tbe problems at hand are 
still serious, but we are work- 
ing on them," Mr. Musa said. 
“We hope foe last meetings, 
including the one between 
Arafat and Peres, will give foe 
last push for final progress.” 

Asked whether be concurred 
that agreement could be 
reached in Davos, Mr. Peres 
replied, “It is possible. It 
wasn’t yet completed.” 

Later, Prime Minister 
Rabin, who also met with Mr. 
Musa, also sounded upbeat. 

“There are signs of coining 
together,” Mr. Rabin said. 
“There is progress, but it will 
take time.” 

The Israel-PLO talks have 


deadlocked over control of 
border crossings and tbe size of 
an autonomous Jericho under 
foe Sept. 13 deal for limited 
Palestinian autonomy in tbe 
West Bank town and the Gaza 
Strip. 

Israel wants to control the 
border crossings while foe 
Palestinians are opposed to 
continuing an Israeli presence 
there. 

Mr. Peres suggested some 
flexibility in an interview with 
Israel Radio, saying Israel was 
agreeable to using more elec- 
tronic monitoring, “without 
foe need to strip search anyone 
and without the need to make 
people wait hours in line.” 

“There has been more than 
a little suffering at the cros- 
sings," Mr. Peres said. 

However, Mr. Rabin later 
was quoted as telling a closed- 
door meeting of parliament’s* 
foreign affairs and defence 
committee that Israel would 
insist on foe right to conduct 
security checks in a “sterile 
room,” meaning only Israeli 
officials would be present. He 

(Continued on page 5) 


King Fahd meets Arafat 
and reaffirms his support 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd met 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat here on Monday for the 
first time since tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) infuriating the Saudi 
leader by supporting Iraq after 
tbe invasion of Kuwait. 

A Palestinian diplomat de- 
scribed the encounter as “very 
friendly” and said the king 
“expressed bis support and 
that of his government and foe 
Saudi kingdom for the Palesti- 
nian cause and people." 

They discussed foe PLO- 
Israel negotiations and other 
Palestinian issues, tbe diplo- 
mat added. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in 
Riyadh earlier Monday from 
the western city of Jeddah after 
making a pilgrimage to Islam's 
holiest sites in nearby Mecca. 

Mr. Arafat enraged Saudi 
Arabia by supporting Iraq af- 
ter the August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia, which bad 


been the PLO's principal 
financial backer, cut off its 
annual $85.5 million subsidy 
because of the PLO’s stand. 

Monday’s meeting was also 
attended by Saudi Defence 
Minister Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz and Riyadh Governor 
Prince Salman Ben Abdul 
Aziz. 

The visit should open a new 
chapter in ties between the 
PLO and foe kingdom and 
marks a normalisation in rela- 
tions with Saudi Arabia, which 
has been actively sought by the 
Palestinian leadership,” a 
Palestinian diplomat said. 

“Relations with Saudi Ara- 
bia are a top priority for us.” 

Attempts for a reconciliation 
a year ago fell apart when Mr. 
Arafat received the “Mother 
of All Battles” medal from 
. Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein in Baghdad. 

The Palestinian leader is 
seeking a reconciliation with 
the influential Saudi monarch 
as well as political and econo- 


mic support for Palestinian 
self-rule. 

Saudi Television showed tbe 
king and Mr. Arafat embracing 
each other at tbe Yamama 
Palace. 

King Fahd expressed “readi- 
ness to support the Palestinian 
cause in all spheres," said Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo, a member of 
the PLO’s Executive Commit- 
tee, he (fid not elaborate. 

But the Saudi media made 
no comment on tbe discus- 
sions. The King and Mr. Ara- 
fat met for one hour. 

It was Mr. Arafat’s first trip 
to foe kingdom since Aug. 7, 
1990, when he travelled to foe 
Red Sea port of Jeddah and 
unsuccessfully tried to per- 
suade Mr. Fahd to accept a 
Palestinian-Ubyan peace plan 
to end the Gulf crisis. 

While in Jeddah, be told the 
Associated Press Monday that 
be hoped foe kingdom would 
end tbe rift. “This is a subject 

(Continued on page 5) 



Hb Royal Highness Crown Prince 
bus at the King Bntrfh Bridge 


foe Regent, Monday chats with travelers aboard a 


Regent says tests established 
King is in excellent health 

Crown Prince visits King Hussein Bridge 
and Salt and reaffirms national stands 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hb Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Has- 
san, foe Regent, said Monday 
that the recent tests that His 
Majesty King Hussein under- 
went at tbe Mayo clinic in foe 
United States proved beyond 
any doubt that he was com- 
pletely cored and that there 
was no trace whatsoever of the 
disease that warranted surgery 
a year and a half ago. 

“I would Gke to break foe 
news to you that there is no 
trace of any disease, ” the Re- 
gent said at a meeting held at 
foe Salt Community College 
attended by notables and de- 
puties from Baiqa Govemo- 
rate and heads of local govern- 
ment departments. 

The Regent said King Hus- 
sein had reassured him in a 
telephone conversation about 
his health and conveyed his 
best greetings to the Jordanian 
people. 

Discussing issues of concern 
to the people of Baiqa region, 
foe Regent said: “I would like 
to remind you of foe need to 
observe tbe “Orphans Day” as 


your grandfathers did in the 
1930s and 1940s.” 

He urged foe local residents 
and the local charitable 
societies to observe this 
anniversary because “caring 
for the orphans is something 
complementary to the zakat 
(alms for the poor) and we 
have to work together to high- 
light this anniversary." 

Tbe Regent urged citizens to 
safeguard national unity as a 
fundamental principle, “as up- 
held since tbe days of the late 
King Abdullah Ben A1 Hus- 
sein, who described the 
Palestinians as taking refuge in 
their own homeland.” 

The government’s decentra- 
lisation policy, the Prince said, 
will not infringe on foe rights 
of any one. 

He suggested that Salt city 
set up its own local parliament. 

Peace, he said, is “an exten- 
sion to war in another form 
and the peace process high- 
lights die manner in which we 
address foe outside world." 

The Regent said that Jordan 
was enhancing foe march to 


democracy as envisaged by 
King Hussein “from the base 
to the top so that Jordan be- 
comes a fortress for democra- 
cy.” 

The Regent rejected allega- 
tions that Jordan seeks hege- 
mony and said that Jordan 
constituted no axis against any- 
one and that it would remain 
“faithful to foe cause of the 
Arab Nation and supportive of 
foe Palestinians. ” 

Referring to his meetings 
with travellers to tbe West 
Bank, the Regent said that his 
visit reiterates Jordan’s deter- 
mination to maintain strong 
ties between foe Arab people 
on foe West and East Banks of 
foe River Jordan. 

“Strong ties should be main- 
tained between the two sides 
so that we can confront the 
common threats that face foe 
Arab and Isl am ic identity on 
this land,” foe Regent said. 

The Prince reaffirmed that 
decentralisation was in the best 
national interest. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Taba talks 
on security 
postponed 

TABA (Agencies) — Negotia- 
tions between the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel on security issues 
delaying Israel’s withdrawal 
from occupied land were post- 
poned Monday until after 
another meeting of top officials 
from both rides. 

The negotiations were sche- 
duled to resume Tuesday, but 
PLO delegate Abdul Razak A 1 
Yahia said they would be put 
off until next week while PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres hold talks in 
Switzerland. 

It was undear if the post- 
ponement was a setback or 
signalled expected progress 
from a second Arafat-Peres 
meeting planned during an in- 
ternational economic forum in 
Switzerland. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Sunday that 
he saw hopes for ending the 
stalemate from talks between 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres last 
week in Oslo. Norway. 

The spokesman for the 
Israeli negotiators. Ami Glus- 
ka, issued a statement confirm- 
ing the delay and saying Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat were 
expected to meet over foe 
weekend. 

Tbe decision to delay the 
security discussion was made 
by the two chief negotiators, 
the PLO's Nabil Shaath and 
Israeli Major General Amnon 
Shahak, General Yahia said. 

He said there was a tele- 
phone call “between Amnon 
and Nabil this morning and 
they agreed to the postpone- 
ment." 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. urges Russia not to 
slow pace of reform 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Tbe United States is urging 
Russia not to slow the pace of 
reform. Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott said Mon- 
day, warning that the alterna- 
tive. is hyperinflation and eco- 
nomic collapse. 

“We are concerned by the 
departure of key reform lead- 
ers from tbe government and 
the effect that tbe new com- 
position of tire parliament will 
have on foe future of economic 
reform,” Mr. Talbott told a 
Senate appropriations sub- 
committee. 

Mr. Talbott's comments out- 
lined U.S. policy towards Mos- 
cow in light of tbe resignations 
last week of Yegor Gaidar as 
Russia’s Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Boris Fyodorov as fi- 
nance minister. 

“We are urging tbe Russian 
government, at the highest 
level, not to slow tbe pace of 
reform,” Mr. Talbott told the 
committee. 

The committee is reviewing 
the $2.5 billion in rid President 
Bill Clinton has promised tbe 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) in 1994. 

“Our support will follow 
their reform. It cannot be the 


other way around,” Mr. Tal- 
bott said. 

He said U.S. humanitarian 
rid to Russia — about 51-5 
billion in food and medicine — 
will continue but otherwise 
“we have to gear our response 
to policy." 

“Gradual reform is a pre- 
scription for hyperinflation and 
economic collapse,” be said. 

Tbe new Russian govern- 
ment has pledged to reduce 
inflation from 18 per cent a 
month to nine per cent a 
month by the end of the year 
— a goal far short of the five 
per cent a month level deman- 
ded by the International 
Monetary Fund as a requisite 
for its continued support. 

Since ultra-nationalist leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky's victory 
in parliamentary elections 
Dec. 12, tbe United States bas 
decided to intensify socially- 
oriented rid to ease the pain of 
economic reform. 

“The best strategic approach 
is to provide technical advice 
to help the Russian govern- 
ment in those areas that are 
most in need of economic res- 
tructuring and whose restruc- 

Can tin tied on page 5) 
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Algerian parties 
shun conference 


(Agencies) — 
Algeria s political parties have 
shunned an attempt by the 
nve-man presidency to bring 
together all sides in a national 
conference intended to steer 
tne country out of two years of 
violence. 

_ The N ational Liberation 
Front (FLN), which ran Alger- 
ia as a one-party state for more 
than 25 years after independ- 
ence from France in 1962, said 
Saturday it would not attend 
the two-day national meeting 
which starts on Tuesday. 

On Sunday the Republican 
Rally for Culture and Demo- 
cracy (RCD) also bowed out. 
The Berber-based Front for 
Social Forces (FFS) had 
already said it would not 
attend. 

Algeria's leaders, due to 
step down this month, planned 
die 'conference to find a way 
to end two years of violence in 
which at least 1,900 people — 
Muslim fundamentalists, 
security forces and ordinary 
citizens — have been killed. 

They had appealed to politi- 


cians to support it. 

“What merit is there in such 


a conference?" asked Hacene 
Ouandjeli, editor-in-chief of 
the • independent ■ daily 
Liberte. “None, or virtually 
none." 

“The decisions taken there 
will be tainted by illegitimacy 
because they will not be the 
result of the consensus initially 
sought.” 

The violence began after the 
authorities in January 1992 
cancelled a general election 
which the fundamentalist Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) was 
poised to win. A court later 
banned the FIS and most of its 
leaders were either imprisoned 
or went underground. 

Since the poll was scrapped, 
Algeria has been ruled by an 
unelected five-man presidency, 
which has promised to step 
down at the end of January. 

The conference is due to 
endorse its replacement by a 
two-or three-man group, yet to 
be named, to rule Algeria for 
the next three years, as well as 
to select a 180-membeT assem- 
bly. 


For the past two months, the 
authorities have quietly sought 
to entice the FIS to join in the 
conference, but have not met 
any of its key conditions, in- 
cluding freeing its top leaders. 

Diplomats say it is incon- 
ceivable that the FIS wfll cook 
to the table barring last-mionte 
concessions that few expect. 

‘To have this national con- 
ference while knowing that the 
FIS, the FFS and the FLN will 
not participate — it's show 
business," said one senior di- 
plomat. “It is a theatre play 
that goes on stag e on Jan. 25.” 

The FLN and FFS had also 
made respectable showings in 
the 1992 elections. 

The FLN gave no reasons 
for its boycott but has said it 
did not want to join in a 
“Active consensus” that would 
exclude any influential part of 
society, an allusion to the FIS. 

It announced its decision 
just hours after head of state 
Ali Kafi asked all rides to work 
to overcome the country's 
problems. 

“Let us not speak of who 
brought us to this (crisis),” Mr. 
Kafi said. “What is important 
is that this crisis is the sum of 
many accumulated factors to 
which everyone contributed.” 

He added: “We must rise up 
in a single row to think calmly. 
Calm is needed now, because 
the crisis is serious, very se- 
rious, and profound." 

Diplomats said that without 
the FTS joining in, there was 
virtually no chance that the 
violence would end. 

“I really don’t see how it can 
diminish,” said one diplomat. 
“If they have not succeeded in 
winning over major parts of 
the political spertnom, that 
means that it will probably go 
on, perhaps at a higher level.” 

On Sunday, the official 
Algerian news agency said a 
Tunisian optician had been kil- 
led in his shop in central 
Algiers, the 27th foreigner to 
be killed since last September. 

It also reported that security 
forces bad killed four militants 
late last week, two in Algiers, 
one in the neighbouring town 
of Boumerdes and one in the 
southwestern town of TiareL 


U.N. struggles to leave 
Somalia with democracy 


By Thomas Wagner 
The Associated Press 


BAIDOA — As U.S. troops 
withdraw from Somalia and 
the world reconsiders its mis- 
sion here, the United Nations 
is having trouble introducing 
democracy in a country that 
has seen little but dictatorship 
and war. 

Even long-time observers, 
such as U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali, feel 
that while advances towards a 
democratic system are being 
made, they could easily col- 
lapse like a house of cards. 

But that does not mean the 
first taste of representative 
government is not winning fol- 
lowers in a country just 34 
years old that is still recovering 
from famine and civil war. 

Consider what is happening 
in Baidoa, a town that has 
been transformed from the hel- 
lhole of Somalia’s famine into 
a U.N. success story. 

With the help of U.N. offi- 
cials, the region’s dan ciders 
appointed a representative dis- 
trict council in June and a 
regional council in September. 

“Under dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre, we had no free- 
dom. This is our first real taste 
of democracy,” said Ibrahim 
Ali Ahmad, chairman of the 
district council and a member 
of one of the area's 25 sub- 
clans and tribes. 

But the new local govern- 
ment is still struggling. 

It can’t persuade sellers of 
khat, a mild narcotic, to move 
their market out of the centre 
of town. It has trouble collect- 
ing taxes. It could not negoti- 
ate a ceasefire between two 
local sub-dans that fought in 
December, leaving 30 people 
dead. 

“The councils need salaries 
and budgets, offices and police 
protection, but they don’t have 
them. If they can't generate 
that, they may not survive,” 
said Ahmad Mumin Warfa, 
one of the top U.N. officials 
helping Somalis appoint dis- 
trict and regional councils. 

Despite that and other 
obstacles, the new councils — 
which one day may appoint a 


transitional national govern- 
ment — are exciting for the 
many people who have never 
seen anything like them. 

“The dans of this area are 
now talking and working 
together on coundls for the 
first time to protect this area 
and develop it,” said Malak 
Hassan Ali Katar, the 89-year- 
old elder of the Yantar sub- 
clan. 

Dressed in a traditional 
Somali shawl over his head and 
shoulders and fighting back 
tears, he said: “We only hope 
our new coundls will preserve 
our peace and stability.” 

When Mr. Siad Barre was 
overthrown in January 1991, 
350,000 Somalis died in the 
civil war and famine that fol- 
lowed. In Baidoa, hundreds of 
people died every day. Many 
bodies were found lying in tbe 
streets at sunrise. 

Today, most of Baidoa’s 
brick and stone homes remain 
pockmarked with bullet holes 
and without roofs. But stores 
have reopened and few people 
carry weapons openly, even 
though the U.N. troops sta- 
tioned here don't patrol most 
streets. 

For the first time since the 
famine, international relief 
agencies are working with the 
new local government to force 
Somali companies to bid for 
contracts to transport food and 
supplies in trucks. 

All this is new in Baidoa, 
where Mr. Siad Barre’s gov- 
ernment was considered an 
alien force imposed by outsid- 
ers. The local coundls that 
existed then were not repre- 
sentative or independent of 
Mr. Siad Bane. 

Clan elders were tbe closest 
thing to a local government. 
They settled land disputes and 
decided who would pay a mur- 
der victim’s family. In Soma- 
lia’s male-dominated Muslim 
soriety, elders often charged 
murderers 100 camels if they 
killed a man and 50 if they 
killed a woman. 

The only people who paid 
anything resembling taxes 
were tbe nomads who paid to 
water then camels at local 
wells. 


Mr. Siad Barre’s entire sys- 
tem collapsed when he was 
overthrown. In its place, the 
United Nations is trying to put 
together a new system based 
on 92 district coundls, 18 re- 
gional coundls and, ultimately, 
a national assembly. 

Tbe councils are meant to be 
drawn from a representative 
cross-section of sodety in an 
attempt to reduce the influence 
of dozens of warlords and 
wealthy political brokers. 

Tbe coundls are “a huge 
step forward, even though toe 
political process has a long way 
to go in some places,” said Ken 
Menkhaus, a political adviser 
for the U.N. operation in 
Somalia. 

But only 54 district coundls 
and eight regional ones have 
been formed. The U.N. goals 
of appointing a transitional 
national assembly this month 
and holding democratic nation- 
al elections remain for off. 

There have been disputes 
about coundl appointments. In 
Baidoa, the Harian sub-clan 
held demonstrations last 
month to complain that its 
members did not win any top 
positions. 

Mohammad Fa rah Aideed, 
the powerful warlord who con- 
trols tbe southern half of 
Mogadishu, tbe capital, has 
rejected the whole procedure 
and demanded that all U.N. 
soldiers rejected the leave the 
country. 

Gen. Aideed’s allies have 
blocked the formation of some 
district councils through in- 
timidation and have formed 
their own councils. 

All this has left U.N. offi- 
cials worried. 

“Many of the district coun- 
cils lack the resources to be- 
come fully operational,” Dr. 
Ghali reported to the security 
council, which will soon decide 
how many troops will stay in 
Somalia after U.S. forces with- 
draw. 

If too few soldiers remain 
and the people fail to form a 
transitional government, 
“there could be an early re- 
sumption of civil strife and an 
unraveling of all that has been 
achieved...,” Dr. Ghali said. 


Somalis 
pin hope 


on elders 


By Bochizya Mseteka 
Reuter 


Architect of PLO accord is Rabin ’s lightning rod 


By Nicolas A Tatro 
The Associated Press 


TEL AVIV — Want to know 
what Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is thinking about tire 
future? Listen to Yossi 
Beilin. 

That's what politicians of 
both the left and right say 
about the growing influence 
of the deputy foreign minis- 
ter, who sits in on top- 
echelon meetings and has' 
more clout than most cabinet 
ministers. 

Mr. Beilin, 45, won 
acclaim for setting up the 
secret “Oslo channel” for 
talks with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and appears to have become 
Mr. Rabin's main adviser on 
peacemaking strategy. 

In an interview at his cub- 
byhole office in the parlia- 
ment building, tbe former 
professor of politics said his 
straight talk is part of the 
shock therapy he prescribes 
for bringing change in the 
Middle East. 

‘Tm very afraid of group- 
think,” be said. “In policy 
making, it leads to big pit- 
falls. Nothing is more danger- 
ous.” In a rare burst of pas- 
sion, he added: Tm haunted 
by it.” 

Mr. Beilin, who favours 
dark suits and ties in a coun- 


try noted for open collars, 
appears to relish his role as 
iconoclast, even though it 
reinforces the arguments of 
critics that his rath cal views 
are out of step with the pub- 
lic. 

He caused his first uproar 
five years ago as deputy fi- 
nance minister, shocking 
Israelis weaned on socialism 
by declaring the country 
would have to get used to 
high unemployment. 

With similarly little regard 
for political sensitivities, he 
has recently issued these 
challenges to some basic 
assumptions that have gov- 
erned strategic thinking for a 
generation: 

— Settling the Golan 
Heights was a mistake and its 
strategic importance as a buf- 
fer has declined. . 

— Tbe Jordan River is not 
essentia] to Israel’s security. 

— Israel is wealthy and 
does not need charity from 
Jewish communities abroad. 
It seeks real dialogue with 
U.S. Jewish groups, not 
“standing ovations”, from 
them. 

For years, Mr. Beilin was 
seen as a stalking horse for 
his mentor. Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres. Tbe two were 
so dose that Mr. Rabin, a 
longtime rival of Mr. Peres in 
tiie Labour Party, once called 


Mr. Beilin “Peres” poodle." 

These days, Mr. Beilin is 
seen more as point man for 
Mr. Rabin's peacemaking 
with the Arab World, spell- 
ing out in plain language 
what other officials only hint 
at. 

He says, for example, that 
most of the West Bank and 
all of Gaza will likely return 
to Arab control. Mr. Rabin 


has avoided talking about the 
extent of “territorial conces- 


sions. 

, Mr. BeiKn’s comments ab- 
out Jewish settlers are espe- 
cially blunt. 

“They will have the choice 
of leaving the territories or 
remaining there under Arab 
sovereignty,” be said in the 
AP interview. 

Insiders say Mr. Rabin 
allows Beflin room to explore 
policy options and finds it 
useful to have him take the 
heat on issues Hke the Jewish 
settlers. 

When Mr. Beilin goes too 
far, Mr. Rabin reins him in. 

At a recent a cabinet meet- 
ing, Mr. Rabin reprimanded 
Mr. Beilin for his statement 
that settling the Golan had 
been a mistake, describing 
the remark as “thought- 
less.” An aide said Mr. Rabin 
was irked more by the timing 
than the substance of the 
comment, which stirred up 


Jewish settlers just before the 
U.S.-Syria summit. 

If Mr. Beilin has lost 
ground with the prime minis- 
ter, insiders say, it is over the 
vagueness of the PLO- Israel 
accord, which is proring diffi- 
cult to implement because so 
many details were left unre- 
solved. 

Those who see Mr. Beilin 
as a future leader are gener- 
ous in tbeir praise. 

“He’s a voice for a sane 
and new Israel," said Uri 
Dromi, director of the gov- 
ernment press office. “He 
has the courage to speak his 
mind, which for a politician is 
exceptional. This brings him 
a lot of respect, but he also 
takes a lot of flak.” 

His critics — Jewish set- 
tlers, some American fund- 
raisers, even members of his 
own party — shower him 
with epithets. 

Simcha Dinitz, chairman of 
the World Zionist Organisa- 
tion, accused Mr. Beilin of 
“callously” urging a bait to 
private donations at a time 
when Israel needs money to 
settle Russian immigrants. 

Harvey Friedman of the 
America-Israel Public Affairs 
Committee called bim a “lit- 
tle slime ball.” Mr. Friedman 
was forced to resign. 

Right-wing lawmakers de- 
nounce Mr. Beilin for his 


willingness to surrender what 
they consider Israeli land. 

“His words sound a lot 
more like ones that a deputy 
minister of an Arab country 
would say,” Eliezer Zand- 
berg said in a recent debate. 
“I rail on the prime minister 
to fire him to darify that 
Yossi Beilin’s statements 
don't reflect the policies of 
his government.” 

Mr. Beilin, whose dovish 
views grew out of his experi- 
ences as a soldier in the 1967 
and 1973 wars, foresees a 
regional economic “boom” 
as Arabs and Israelis reduce 
military expenditures. 

Peace will mean a common 
network of roads, power 
grids, telecommunications 
that could be the “seed of a 
future economic confedera- 
tion,” Mr. Beilin said. 

He added, however, that a 
Middle East common market 
is unlikely for 20 to 30 years, 
and “1 don’t believe our eco- 
nomic future is with the Arab 
states, especially if they don’t 
want it.” 

When peace is achieved. 
Mr. Beilin predicted. Israel 
will be “a kind of a Nordic 
country that is dealing with 
international conflicts and 
taking part in peacemaking 
forces, and is contributing 
from its own experience to 
solving others’ conflicts." 


MOGADISHU — Somalis are 
pinning their hopes for peace 
on a watershed accord signed 
by rival clan elders, but politi- 
cal analysts say the country’s 
two most powerful warlords 
must themselves come to terms 
for it to succeed. 

The elders of warlords 
Mohammad Farah Aideed’s 
Habir Gedir sub-clan and Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad's Abgal 
sub-dan cemented a pact a 
week ago after months of 
tough bargaining. The pact 
calls for an end to hostilities 
between the two factions. 
Both men, whose bitter feud in 
1991 led to dril war, have at 
least welcomed the agreement. 

But that is not enough, poli- 
tical analysts say. direct recon- 
ciliation must take place. 


“A peace accord between 
Somalia’s rival clan elders is a 


step in the right direction but 
there’s no way it is going to 
hold or even push the peace 
process ahead without a direct 
reconciliation deal between the 
two men,” a U.N. diplomat 
told Reuters. 

The agreement was negoti- 
ated by the imam of Hirab, 
spiritual leader of the Hawiye 
clan, which embraces both sub-- 
dans. Critics say the deal only 
addresses inter-dan hostilities. 

It does not resolve, or 
attempt to address, the politic- 
al differences between General 
Aideed and Mr. Ali Mahdi, 
differences which could 
prompt a fresh outbreak of 
fighting after the March 31 
departure of tbe last U.S. 
troops and their Western 
allies. 


Citing security concerns af- 
ter 18 U.S. Army Rangers 
were killed in battles with Gen. 
Aideed’s militiamen in Octo- 
ber, the United States, Bel- 
gium, Italy, Germany and 
Greece have said they will 
leave the 25,000-strong U.N. 
army in Somalia by March 31. 

“Unless the imam takes his 
peace process further and 
brings tiie two men around a 
table to talk peace, there’s a 
chance the whole thing could 
backpedal,” an aid worker told 
Reuters. 

This view was echoed by a 
senior member of Gen. 
Aideed’s umbrella Somali 
National Alliance (SNA). He 
declined to be named. 

• “The imam's peace process, 
which we all welcome, needs to 
be pushed further ahead by 
tackling tbe political issues fac- 
ing Somalia today,” he said. 

He added: “Wc need to 
bring the political groups 
together to chart out a future 
for this country. We need a 
political reconciliation confer- 
ence to work out a package 
acceptable to all groups.” 

A U.N. -sponsored confer- 
ence on Somalia collapsed last 
December. Somalia has been 
without a government since 
January 1991 after rebels 
ove threw dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre. 


The rebels then turned their 
guns on one another. 

Most Somalis are convinced 
peace is on the way. They 
point to reconciliation state- 
ments made by Gen. Aideed's 
chief financier and right-hand 
man Osman Hassan “Atto”, 
released from U.N. detention 
last Wednesday. 

Mr. Atto’s stance was in 
sharp contrast to Gen. 
Aideed’s latest statements. 
Last week the warlord deman- 
ded an immediate end to the 
U.N. operation in Somalia and 
withdrawal of all its troops. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli cabinet introduce anti-pork bill 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s cabinet approved a Ml Sunday 
that would ban the import of nontosher meat, m exchange for 
promises from religious lawmakers to support undeast peace 
efforts. The bill, which would amend a free-trade law,- was 
approved by 12 cabinet ministers with four opposing, said 
Education Minister Amnon Rubinstein, who voted against. It 
must pass three majority votes in the 120-mcmber parliamait 
before becoming law. Mr. Rubinstein said it would likely be 
brought to a vote within a few weeks. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabm promised the legislation known as the “pork bill” last 
year to appease nine legislators from fervently religious 
parties. They have sought for years to illegalise meat that does 
not fit Jewish dietary or kosher laws. Pork is not kosher. The 
religious legislators promised Mr. Rabin in exchange that they 
would either support or abstain Id votes pertaining to peace 
negotiations with the Arabs, Votes from the religious sector, 
which tends to be right-wing, could be crucial to Mr. Rabin. 
Without tbeir support, Mr. Rabin has backing from only a 
bare majority of 61, including five Arab lawmakers. The 
government tried to pass a similar bill last summer, but the 
supreme court overruled it when it upheld an appeal by meat 
importers that the bill violated a law guaranteeing free trade. 


Woman soldier punished for rooftop sex 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A woman soldier was kicked out Of her 
unit for conducting night manoeuvres with her paratrooper 
boyfriend on a roof in the occupied West Bank town of 
Hebron, an Israeli daily reported Sunday. ’Hie residents of the 
town, a stronghold of fundamentalist Muslims, complained to 
the para troop company commander that the repeated rooftop 
sex corrupted youth and embarrassed elders, the Yedkrt 
Ahronot daily said. The commander transferred the woman 
from the unit and reprimanded her boyfriend, Yediot said. 
Other woman soldiers complained the punishment was un- 
even. Women in Israeli army combat units serve in non- 
combat roles such as secretaries, medics, teachers and sodal 
workers. The army spokesman's office “was not interested” m 
commenting on the matter, an official said. 


Three Turks die in building cave-in 


ANKARA (R) — Three workers died and 12 others were 
believed trapped when a building under construction caved in 
on Sunday in western Turkey, Anatolia news agency reported. 
Three workers were also injured in tbe collapse of the 
five-storey building in Cerkezkoy. Thrace. Rescue teams are 
trying to reach the trapped workers. 


Kuwait reports arms at Palestinian mission 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwaiti police seized machine- 
guns, pistols and ammunition at the embassy of Palestine here 
recently, which has been unoccupied since the 1991 Gulf war, 
Kuwaiti newspapers reported. The prosecutor general ordered 
a search of tbe Palestine Liberation Organisation's (PLO) 
mission in Kuwait after a tip-off from a suspected burglar, who 
tokl police he had obtained arms there. Police did not specify 
when the captured weapons were stored at the mission. No 
Palestinian officials have visited the mission since U.S.-led 
forces ousted Iraqi troops from the emirate hi February 1991, 
after a seven-month occupation. Kuwait suspended ties with 
the PLO after the liberation, accusing it of having supported 
Iraq during the Gnlf crisis. After the war toe Kuwaiti 
authorities announced several major seizures of weapons 
abandoned by the Iraqi army. 


Refugees start repatriation from Djibouti 


DJIBOUTI (AFP) — Around 2,000 refugees from northern 
Somalia and the Ogaden province of Ethiopia were transfer- 
red Sunday to a camp 26 kilometres south of Djibouti as a first 
stage of their repatriation. The refugees', some of whom fled 
hunger and war in their homelands more than four years ago, 
were taken in around 20 trucks to the Holi-Holi camp from a ’ 
massive refugee squatter town which grew up on the edge of 
the tiny Gulf of Aden state capital. Police set fire to the 
refugees’ wood, cardboard, and corrugated iron homes to 
discourage them from returning. Increasing numbers of 
refugees, who often prefer to shun official camps for the 
shanty towns and begging on the streets, have begun to pose a 
health and safety headache to Djibouti. Around 20.000 
refugees are to be sent home to north-east Somalia and 7,000 
to Ethiopia under a programme drawn up by tbe United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Egyptian group urges boycott of Chanel 


CAIRO (R) — The religious affairs committee of Egypt's 
parliament has urged Muslims to boycott the French fashion 
house Chanel for insulting Muslims by embroidering Koranic 
verses on low-cut bodices. The committee issued its appeal on 
Simday night after a meeting to consider measures against the 
/V* nccessa ry for French organisation s to 
? e ingi ,n of lheir activities,” it said in a 
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771331. 

Anaealu Orthodox Onth Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Chun* Td. 771751. 
Amman Intcmttonal Church Td. 

652526. 

Ev a gdinl Lutheran Chardi Td: 
824328. 

German-upenldag ErangeilcaJ 

Congregation Td. 684195 
The Church of Jena Christ of Latter- 
Day Saint* Td. 654932 
Chardi oT Nnarme Td .675691 . 

The Enmgettad Local Chardi la 
Amman 

Td. 811295. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 92 per ccoi. Aqaba 38 per 
cent. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by die Department of 
Mcicomtogy. 


CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Cbnrth Swdfkh, 
Td- 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Td. 
6J278S. 

St Joseph Church Td- 624590. 
Chardi of tbe Anmmdathm Tel. 
6J7440. 

De brSaBe Chardi Td. 661757 
Terracuxta Chardi Td: 622366 
Church of the Anmmciatloa Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Chardi Td. 63W5I. Td. 
&X543. 


It will be cloudy to partly cloudy 
with a chance of scattered showers, 
and winds will be westerly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy with 
a dunce of scattered showers. Winds 
will be northerly moderate ami seas 
calm. 


MinJMu. temp. 
Amman 4/10 

Aqaba 8/18 

Deserts 4/11 

Jordan Valley 10/16 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Mufchlcs Mazabra 820425 

Dr. Hanna Mansoar 750197 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 731039 

Dr. Nidal A1 Mahsrri 751672 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsana pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64494$ 

Shmcisam pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DtBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Mono (— ) 

Alquds pharmacy ( — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abo Sa'd 969000 

KhaTifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Fbod Control Centre 6371 II 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 II 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fuc Brigade 1 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Fotkc 843402 

Traffic PoKcc 896390 

Public Scanty Department 63(021 

HotdCdmpJaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ami Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistanc e ) 121 

Overseas Grib 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electridiy Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Atia tnU. Airport 08*53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre 813813/32 

KhaMi Maternity. J. Aran ... 644281/6 
AX itch Maternity, J, Amn.,,, 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaDias. J. Amman &36140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 6641*4/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Ai- Bashir, J. Asnrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 686100 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (091900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09) 986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 


IRBID; 

Princes Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)172275 

Ibn AI Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

T7ws Information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 

06:19 .... Jakarta. Kuala Lumpar(RJ) 

Ofa** Damascus (RJ) 

07:45 Dhahran (RJ) 

09:10 Muscat. Abu DhaM(RJ) 

0*25 Aqaba (RJ) 

0W9 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

1*^0 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:35 London (RJ) 


10ri» Frankfurt (RJ) 

>7:00 Cano (RJ) 

*7:30 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

04 - J6 Vicnnj (OS) 

RoraclAZ) 

Paris. Beirut f AF1 

1**® Beirut (ME) 

S' 30 Adcn(lY) 

•foJO Bucharest (RO) 

01:15 ... Amsterdam. Damascus (KL) 

DBMRTURZS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

2" ; ; Aqaba (RJ) 

mhw .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

JJ : 5 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

■“i* Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

!{2 -Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

•*** Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

ir?“ Catro(RJ) 

55 Laranca(RJ) 

5^2 Jeddah (RJi 

521 ..Abu Dhabi. Dubai fRJ) 

Colombo. Singapore (Rj) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


S2 VwmufOS) 

Dutai(AZ) 

Bucharest (RO) 

Amsterdam (KLl 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAM 

fcp.Aaaw 8:00 a.m. evay Monday 

Arr. Drarott 5:00 p. m . cw, Moo*; 

7:]0a.m. evay Sunday 

Ait. Am m an 5:U0p. ra . every Sunday 

ftlARKETr PRICES 

Vppct/lowcr price in fife: per kg. 

Banana ^ 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cauliflower nor 50 

Clementine .^...260/207 

110/60 

Cucumbers (small) 250 / 180 

G® 01 »«'« 

rape Fruit 20(Viai 

-wenbeans 700/ 550 

ff T1Pn 160/100 

Marrow (large) 120/50 

o££7J£ na ? > 230/170. 

Ohvcs (green) 700^500 

Omon (green),, 200/160 

240/180 

Pepper (s ,v e«) 240/ 180. 

tSSiSi 260/180 

™!2 

spin*!. ::::::::::: 

ann f ta “ 
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Police arrest youth in 
slaying of 75-year-old 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 75-year-old 
man was found brutally mur- 
dered with an axe and badly 
burnt in his small sbop Sun- 
day in the Armenian quarter 
of Jabal A1 Ashrafieh, police 
reports and family sources 
said. 

A 19-year-old man who 
was not identified by police 
was arrested in connection 
with the murder of Salem 
Batarseh, police reports 
show, 

A dose relative of the vic- 
tim told the Jordan Times 
that Mr. Batarseh was in his 
shop when he was attacked. 

The suspect arrested by 
police confessed to killing the 
elderly man, according to 
police reports. He told police 
be went to the man's shop 
and struck him with an axe, 
poured some gasoline on him 
and threw a lit match on the 
body. 

The suspect said he placed 
a gas stove on the man's 
body, locked the shop door 
with wire and left the crime 
scene. 

Police reports gave no mo- 
tive for the crime, but 
another of the victim's neigh- 
bours told the Jordan Times 
that the old man usually slept 
in a small room beside his 
shop and would leave his 
money under his pillow. 

“The suspect was known to 
be a drug addict and a troub- 
lemaker and had been 
arrested by police several 
times,” the neighbour said. 

“It seems that he needed 
some money to buy some 
drugs and went to the old 
man, but when the old man 
refused his request he de- 
cided to kill him,” added the 
neighbour. 


Police were alerted before 
discovering the body that a 
youth had assaulted an elder- 
ly man in the area. The per- 
son who placed the report 
with the authorities turned 
out to be the arrested sus- 
pect’s father. 

According to neighbours, 
the father had no knowledge 
of the murder, but simply 
thought that his son had hurt 
Mr. Batarseh. • 

Another neighbour, who 
was present when police and 
Civil Defence officers arrived 
on the scene, expressed sor- 
row at Mr. Batarseh's death 
saying the victim was a peace- 
ful man. “Abu Yousef (the 
victim) was a kind man and a 
helpful neighbour to every- 
one,” the neighbour told the 
Jordan Times. 

The neighbour said the sus- 
pect had been living in the 
neighbourhood for seven 
years and was known for his 
heavy drinking and associa- 
tion and delinquents.. 

According to neighbours, 
when people started shouting 
after discovering the murder, 
the suspect went to see what 
was happening. 

“When Civil Defence offi- 
cials arrived the suspect 
looked out from his balcony 
and started asking what was 
wrong and if the old man was 
dead at the same rime,” a 
neighbour said. 

The neighbour told the 
Jordan Times it would have 
been very difficult for police 
to determine the identity of 
the killer had the suspect’s 
father not earlier reported an 
assault on Mr. Batarseh to 
police. 

Hie suspect's family left 
the neighbourhood after he 
was arrested and no one 
knows their whereabout, said 
the neighbour. 


Ministry ends problem 
of street beggars 


AMMAN (Petra) — The prob- 
lem of street beggars has now 
ended in Jordan because of the 
efforts of the Ministry of Social 
Development in cooperation 
with the concerned police de- 
partments, according to minis- 
ter Mohammad Sqour. 

The minister said most of the 
beggars have been taken off 
the streets, and many of them 
did not really have to resort to 
begging to earn a living. 

Some of the beggars are now 
offered training at vocational 
centres, and police depart- 
ments have orders to 
apprehend those who revert to 
begging, said Dr. Sqour. 

The minister said some of 
the people who used to pose as 
beggars turned out to be well- 
off, and they have been 
apprehended and their cases 
referred to court. 

Dr. Sqour, who was speak- 
ing at a meeting of the Plan- 
ning Committee at the minis- 
try, noted that the number of 


handicapped persons including 
those with servere disabilities 
are on the increase. 

In order to deal with part of 
this problem, it is incumbent 
on the private and public sec- 
tors to cooperate, said Dr. 
Sqour. 

For its part. Dr. Sqour said, 
the ministry is arranging to 
absorb greater numbers of 
handicapped persons for re- 
habilitation at its centres in 
Jerash and Karak and plans to 
set up three new centres in 
Ammand and Salt. 

He said that this is an initial 
step towards larger projects 
which require huge sums of 
money to provide the centres 
and recruit and train qualified 
personnel to operate them. 

The minister issued a special 
appeal to the wealthy people of 
Jordan to extend a helping 
hand to the ministry and the 
voluntary organisations caring 
for handicapped persons. 
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The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art exhibition by Syrian artist Yasser Hammond at 
Raladna Art Gallery (Wasfi A1 Tal Street). 

☆ Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat A1 
F irnnn of the Abdul Hameed S ho man Foundation. Also 
showing the *' ‘permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
ary artists. (Tel. 643251/2) 

■£r Art whihiHy i by artist Raja' Aba Ghazaleh and Moham- 
mad AJ Jalons at the Jordan Writers Association. 

■ir Art pyhiHiri/m by artist Makram Khaghandouqah at the 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 

4 Art exhibition by artist Omar A1 Basool at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

tf Exhibition on the art of architecture at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

Art whlhirtow by several Iraqi and Jord an ia n artists at 
Orfidi Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

LECTURES AND DIALOGUES 

* Lecture in English entitled “The History of Arab Silver 
Jewellery” by Ms;“Hm» Sadeq Bereiido at-the-Gw^ 
Institut at 6:00 pjn. 

☆ Dialogue with artist Hussein Madi at Darat A1 Fmum of the 
Abdul Hameed Sbomao Foundation in Jabal Lnwribdeh at 
<40 p,m. 

ft Dialogue with writer Mahmoud A1 Rimawi on drama at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art at 7:00 p.m, 

* Lecture on heritage and democracy by Dr. Sahban Khleifat 
at the Arab Thought Forum at 6:00 p.m- 

DRA1HA Sr FILM 

☆ Drama in Arabic entitled “The Question” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.)> 

* FHm in Russian entitled “Message From A Dead Man” at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal Amman at 6:30 
p*m. 


Jordan to hold cargo transport talks with Iraq 

Drop in Iraqi imports to Aqaba is a topic of concern 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Transport Minis- 
ter Adeeb Halasa headed for 
Baghdad Monday for high- 
level talks with Iraqi officials 
on issues related to the flow of 
Iraq-bound cargo through Jor- 
dan and the operations of a 
joint transport company. 

Mr. Halasa and his Iraqi 
counterpart Ahmad Mortada 
would cohair the annual board 
meeting of the Iraqi-Jordanian 
Land Transport Company 
(UTLC) and review the com- 
pany’s 1993 operations and 
draw up plans for the next 
year. 

The meeting will also finalise 
the 1993 report and annual 


accounts of the company, own- 
ed by the Jordanian and Iraqi 
governments, officials said. No 
details of the company's finan- 
cial status were immediately 
available. 

However, the officials said, 
the company's operations have 
been adversely affected by the 
continuing international sanc- 
tions against Iraq. Before the 
sanctions were imposed in Au- 
gust 1990, following Iraq's in- 
vasion of Kuwait, the company 
largely depended on transport- 
ing Iraq-bound cargo unloaded 
at Aqaba to Iraq. 

The compan, continued to 
survive after the imposition of 
the sanctions on Iraqi imports 
of food and medicine exempt 
from the sanctions, but the 


overall volume of such cargo 
has decreased gradually, with 
Iraqi government agencies as 
well as private sector mer- 
chants turning to Iranian, 
Lebanese and Turkish ports 
for their imports to avert he 
costly delays incurred while 
importing through Aqaba. 

The delays and higher 
freight charges are caused as a 
result of what importers de- 
scribe as overzealous enforce- 
ment of the sanctions by in- 
spectors aboard warships pat- 
rolling the Red Sea. 

During his talks in Baghdad, 
Mr. Halasa, who is accompa- 
nied by the Jordanian board 
members of the ULTC and 
senior company officials, is 


also expected to raise Jordan’s 
concerns over further decline 
of Iraqi imports through 
Aqaba following the reopening 
of Iraq’s Gulf port of Umm 
Qasr in November, the offi- 
cials said. 

While on a visit to Amman 
in late November, a senior 
Iraqi transport ministry official 
was reported to have assured 
Jordan that there was “a poli- 
tical decision” not to let the 
reopening of Umm Qasr affect 
Iraq's imports through Aqaba. 

But a campaign launched in 
Baghdad to encourage private 
sector importers to use Umm 
Qasr through incentives such 
as free fuel and bunkering, and 
guidelines given to shippers to 
use small-size vessels suitable 


to the Gulf port’s capabilities 
have fuelled Jordanian con- 
cerns. 

In one case, the Australian 
Wheat Board was requested to 
use two 25,000- tonne ships to 
carry 50,000 tonnes of wheat to 
Iraq instead of one 50,000- 
tonne vessel. Umm Qasr can 
only handle vessels up to a 
25,000-tonne capacity. 

Jordanian shipping agents 
however, expect a minimum 
level of Iraq-bound cargo to 
pass through Aqaba. 

“Umm Qasr is suitable for 
Iraqi imports from the Far 
East,” said a shipping agent. 
“But volume of Iraqi purchase 
from the Far East is not much 
anyway. The bulk of Iraqi im- 


ports is from Europe, and this 
has to come through Aqaba.” 

Furthermore, said the agent, 
many shipowners are reluctant 
to send their vessels to Umm 
Qasr because most internation- 
al insurance companies either 
refuse to extend coverage to 
the vessel or demand high pre- 
miums. 

Umm Qasr lies in an area 
where the threat of mines 
planted during the 1980-88 
Iran-Iraq war as well as the war 
oveT Kuwait remains high. 

The Jordanian Shipping 
Agents Association (JSAA) 
has called on the government 
to cooperate with the shipping 
sector to devise a package of 
incentives to attract shipping 
lines to use Aqaba. 


Canadian business mission heads for W. Bank, Gaza 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Canada- 
Arab Business Council’s 
(CABC) business mission ro 
the Middle East, comprised of 
representatives of 80 Canadian 
companies, concluded its visit 
to Jordan Monday and left for 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
to complete the last leg of a 
tour of the region which in- 
cluded Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
and Syria. 

The CABCs stated objec- 
tive is to promote Canadian 
exports to Arab countries and 
to encourage Arab investment 
in Canada. The mission’s visit 
to Jordan included a round of 
meetings and discussions with 


officials of the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade, the Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources, the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce, the Jordanian 
Businessmen’s Association and 
the Jordan Electricity Author- 
ity, as well as a group of 
Jordanian bankers. 

Maher Abu Guendia, the 
Canadian embassy’s commer- 
cial attache, characterised the 
talks as “positive meetings,” 
adding that “Canada can make 
a major contribution to Jor- 
dan's development in the fields 
of construction, transporta- 
tion, telecommunications and 
power generation.” 

“We can also aid Jordan in 
its efforts to advance in the 
environmental sector as well. 


such as in the areas of sewage 
treatment and water purifica- 
tion.” 

The current level of trade 
between the two countries is 
scanty, both according to sta- 
tistics and experts, such as 
Canada's ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Andrew Robinson, and 
Marwan Awad, secretary 
general of the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade. 

Canada's exports to Jordan, 
as of late, have averaged a 
total of only $7 million to $10 
million annually. 

“This is a very small amount 
for a country of our size, with 
26 million people,” said Mr. 
Abu Guendia. 

Mohammad Asfour, presi- 


dent of the Amman Chamber 
of Commerce, pointed out in 
the chamber's meeting with the 
visiting trade mission that such 
trade that does exist between 
the two countries is heavily 
tilted in Canada’s favour, and 
that additional efforts were 
needed to increase the level of 
Jordanian exports to Canada. 

Jordan's current level of ex- 
ports to Canada amounts to a 
mere average of $0.5 million 
per year. 

“Canada welcomes any 
Jordanian efforts to export 
products of interest to its mar- 
kets — we have no restrictions 
and welcome their involve- 
ment,” said Mr. Abu Guendia. 
“But it is up to Jordanian 
business people to come and 


find and open up markets for 
themselves.” 

He noted that the main 
hindrance to trade between the 
two countries lay in “natural 
barriers" — the long distances 
between the two nations and 
the ensuing travel and trans- 
port expenses. 

John Schioier, director 
general of the CABC and the 
business mission's manager, 
said: “We’ve been very hear- 
tened by the response we've 
seen here in Jordan.” 

Mr. Abu Guendia and Mr. 
Schioier both declined to pre- 
dict what Canada's role might 
be in the economic develop- 
ment of a future Palestinian 
felf-governing entity, but Mr. 


Schioier emphasised that “we 
are optimistic about what our 
business people might be able 
to achieve in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

“There are many opportuni- 
ties which could benefit both 
us and the Palestinians, and we 
feel that it is a good time to be 
here,” now that there is hope 
for a peace agreement in the 
region. 

The mission officially con- 
cludes its tour of Palestine on 
Thursday and then returns to 
Canada. The Jordan -Cana da 
Business Council, the branch 
of the CABC which is based in 
Jordan, will send a delegation 
of Jordanian business persons 
to visit Canada in May. 


450 tonnes of imported meat 
destroyed, returned in ’93 


AMMAN (Petra) — Of more 
than 11,000 tonnes of fresh 
meat imported by Jordan in 
1993, 450 tonnes , have either 
been destroyed or returned to 
their sources as they failed to 
meet specifications, according 
to Mustafa Khleifat, Ministry 
of Supply secretary general. 

lri the past year, Jordan im- 
ported, 8300 tonnes of lamb 
meat and 3,323 tonnes of beef 
from European countries, said 
Mr. Khleifat at a meeting with 
food and meat importers to 
discuss arrangements for suffi- 
cient food supplies during the 


coming holy month of Rama- 
dan. 

. Mr. Khleifat said that 23 per 
cent | of the total imports of 
' Iamb, meat arrived by “plane 
f from Russia, and other 
- amounts came from Romania, 
Bulgaria and Macedonia. 

He said the beef was im- 
ported mostly from the 
Netherlands, Belgium and 
France, noting that all imports 
normally undergo strict ex- 
amination at the Amman 
Municipality slaughterhouse. 

Every year, the Ministry of 
Supply takes extra measures to 


ensure sufficient foods sup- 
plies, especially of meat, dur- 
ing .Ramadan, said. Mr. 
Khleifat. ' 

He said it is hoped that 
private sector importers would 
take care to meet local market 
food supply and that such 
foods meet Ministry of Supply 
specifications. 

Spokesmen for the mer- 
<*ants at the meeting stressed 
that they would continue pro- 
viding the local markets with 
their needs of meat and live 
sheep. 



Minister of Labour Khaled Ghzawi (centre) 
Monday attends the opening session of a 5-day 


-workshop on labour and population relative to 
food and nutrition (Petra photo) 


Workshop focuses on labour, 
population and food security 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture has 
been instrumental in current 
attempts by Jordan to attain 
and ensure food security which 
is one of the most essential 
elements of the country’s eco- 
nomic and national independ- 
ence, according to Minister of 
Labour Khaled Ghzawi. 

Addressing the opening se- 
sion of a five-day workshop on 
Unking labour and population 
to food production and nutri- 
tion, the minister said the in- 
cessant endeavours of the 
Kingdom have helped Jorda- 
nians attain higher standards in 
food and nutrition, health ser- 
vices and education. 

Stressing that enormous 
efforts are still needed to help 
Jordan attain self-reliance, Mr. 
Ghzawi said there was urgent 
need to link population growth 
to the requirements of life 
which include health, educa- 
tion, vocational training, and 
employment. 

Organised by the Ministry of 
Agriculture in cooperation 


with the National Population 
Commission and the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO) office in Am- 
man, the workshop is attended 
by 50 participants representing 
ministries and organisations 
concerned with population 
issues and food and nutrition. 

A ministry official said the 
workshop was needed to train 
guides and employees from the 
local co mmuni ties to work to- 
wards solving population and 
nutrition issues and spread 
public awareness on matters 
related to them and connected 
with socio-economic develop- 
ment plans in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Ghzawi said that de- 
veloping countries produce 
nearly 49 per cent of the total 
amount of food required to 
feed their populations which 
account for 74 per cent of the 
total world population. 

Referring to the situation in 
the Arab World, the minister 
said that Arab spent $3.3 bil- 
lion on food imports in 1971 
and $30 billion in 1992, figures 


which, he said, demonstrate 
the ever-widening gap between 
population growth and food 
production. 

Khaldoun Subeihi of the 
Ministry of Agriculture said 
the workshop was closely con- 
nected to questions related to 
population growth and basic 
human needs as compared to 
the locally-produced materials 
and food stuffs. 

He~said the five-day meeting 
will review topics and working 
papers related to population 
trends, changes in rural com- 
munities, food production poli- 
cies, concepts on nutrition, 
adverse consequences of exces- 
sive population growth and 
other subjects. 

The 50 participants, he 
added, will make field trips to 
various related institutions. 

The meeting, taking place at 
the Professional Association 
Complex in Amman is being 
attended by agricultural en- 
gineers and university profes- 
sors. 


Number of political parties grows 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite moves 
by some political parties in 
Jordan to form, mergers in 
order to consolidate popular 
SunSoft, “the number of poli- 
ticar groups aspiring to ac- 
quire official licensing as par- 
ties continues to grow more' 
than one year after political 
parties became legal in the 
Kingdom. 

January witnessed the 
licensing of Jordan's 21st 
political party, the National 
Action Front (NAF). NAF 
joins the Jordan Socialist 
Baatb Party, the Progressive 
Arab Baatb Party and the 
Jordan Arab Democraty Par- 
ty, as a political grouping in 
the pan-Arab stream of par- 
ties. 

Composed of members of 
pan-Arab parties dose to 
Syria, the secretary general 
of NAF is indepen-, 
dent pan-Arabist and lawyer 
Saleem Sweiss. NAF groups 
several well-known political 


personalities who were 
among the most notorious 
political revolutionaries of 
the 1970’s. They include peo- 
ple like Naji Alloush, a for- 
mer member of the Palesti- 
’ rifaft party Fateh, 'whio broke”: 
away from the Yasser Arafat- 
led groups to join the Sabri 
A1 Banna-led grop known as* 
the Abu Nidal group. 

NAF also includes Briek 
Hadid, a former Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine adherent who be- 
came a leading member of a 
revolutionary popular party 
which advocated the over- 
throw of several Arab gov- 
ernments including the one in 
Jordan. 

Other well-known politi- 
cians such as Mohammad 
Zoubi, Tarek Kayali and 
Hani Dahleh all followed the 
Syrian-led Baath party at 
some stage in their political 
development. 

The group has an unknown 
number of followers. 


22nd party 

But that there are already 
four licensed parties on the 
pan- Arab spectrum has not 
stopped another would-be 

E arty from applying for 
censing. The Constitutional 
Front (CF), led by former 
pan-Ara Baathist, also ckwe 
r» to the Baath party. i n Syria, 
lawyer Milhem Tell, hopes to 
attain the slot for Jordan's 
22nd political party. CF will 
be similar to NAF, with the 
exception that it is almost 
exclusively made up of for- 
mer adherents to the Syrian 
Baath party. 

Milhem Tell unsuccessfully 
ran for a Muslim seat in 
Amman’s Third District in 
the 1989 legislative elections. 
During his campaign Mr. Tell 
openly advocated Jordan's 
union with Syria. 

Th'e only parties that have 
officially considered merging 
are the Jordanian Democra- 
tic Popular Unity Party and 
the Jordan 'People’s Democra- 
tic Party, two left-wing par- 
ties with Palestinian roots. 



PAYING CONDOLENCES: Mrs. Abdul Salam 
Majafi, the wife of the prime minister, Monday 
signs the condolence register at the Syrian 
embassy in Amman. The Syrian embassy Satur- 


day opened for three days to receive condolences 
over the death of Basel Assad, son of Syrian 
President Hafez Assad (Petra photo) 


SSC calls for reduction of job injuries 


AMMAN (Petra) — The So- 
cial Security Corporation 
(SSC) Monday issued an 
appeal to factory owners, em- 
ployers and official organisa- 
tions to take appropriate mea- 
sures to reduce the number of 
occupational injuries in the 
workplace. 

Corporation Director 
Genera! Mohammad Saleh 
HouraqL . said .. nearly 1,000 
occupational injuries are re- 
ported to his office monthly 
and the SSC has to bear the 
consequences of providing 
compensation to and arranging 
the treatment of affected work- 
ers. 

Noting that most work- 
related injuries occur among 
the young, Mr. Hourani said 
that some injuries are fatal and 
resulting in families and chil- 
dren of injury victims left to 
support themselves. 

Other injuries permanently 
disable some workers who, 
thus, are unable to return to 
their jobs, added Mr. Hourani. 


He said occupational safety 
precaution programmes are 
continually given through the 
Workers Occupational Safety 
Institute. 

This year, he said, the SSC 
plans to execute special inte- 
grated programmes to educate 
those concerned on ways to 
protect workers from injuries, 
including films. 

The SSC is cooperating with 
the Ministry of Labour and 


several organisations in con- 
ducting surveys on the main 
causes of accidents and occu- 
pational injuries and how to 
deal with them, said Mr. 
Hourani. 

It has also been agreed with 
the minister of labour that 
joint inspection teams intensify 
their visits to factories to en- 
sure that workers are being 
advised on proper safety pre- 
cautions. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

Republic Day of India 

On the occasion of the Republic Day of India, a flag 
hoisting ceremony will be held on Wednesday, January 
26, 1994 at 10 a.m. at the premises of the embassy of 
India. First Circle, Jabal Amman (Opp. Malhas Hospit- 
al). 

All Indians with their family members are 
cordially Invited to attend the function. 
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Fresh start, fresh hope 


.FiEACE TALKS between Israel and the Arab sides 
'‘resumed Monday amidst fresh reports about prob- 
; able breakthroughs on almost all fronts. In a 
; television interview Sunday, His Majesty King 
i Hussein expressed optimism about the prospects for 
! peace in *he region and said that peace may indeed 
I'knateriinse by the end of the year or at the 
! beginning of the next year. This is not a very long 

• time given the complexity of the issues that the two 

■ sides need to resolve after decades-long of hostilities 
; and their consequences on the people. 

The Washington peace negotiations were this 
; time convened away from limelig ht, something that 
\ angnrs wefl for achieving meaningful results since 

• effective peace parleys need not be held in public. 

Meanwhile, the HsraeB-Pajestmian negotiations 
Lon the implementation of the Gaza-Jeridw agree- 
ment have also resumed in Taba amidst renewed 
. euphoria about bridging the gaps between the two 
! sides on the r emaining critical issues dividiiig them. 
: Although talks on security issues were postponed 
;fbr a week, Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
"was quoted Sunday as saying that be and PLO 

• Chairman Yasser Arafat are “plenty dose” to 

■ seating an agreement on the principle points of 
contention, especially on border control and the size 
of the Jericho area that Israel was expected to 

' rdmqmsh to the Palestinians more than a month 


Still much more hopes are being pinned on the 
, Syrian-Israefi track of the bilateral talks suspended 
since last September in the wake of the seemingly 
fruitful Clinton- Assad summit held in Geneva on 
Jan. 16. Damascus’ readiness to establish “normal 
peaceful relations” with Td Aviv in retain for tall 
Israeli withdrawal from the Golan Heights is 
generally viewed as the key that may unlock the 
deadlock betw e en the two parties. 

Therefore, a positive note is now set for a new and 
good restart for peace talks in the region. As King 
Hnssein summed up the situation Sunday, the 
alternative to registerfog real advancement in the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks is simply catastrophic to 
the peoples of the area as well as to the international 
community. Much efforts were already invested in 
the peace process and there appears to be no 
tanning back on it even though there still exists a 
sizeable opposition to the process in both sides. The 
modest peace culture already attained can indeed be 
expected to mushroom to new heights during the 
course of this year. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON an announcement by the Arab League 
secretary genera] that the Arab League foreign ministers are 
planning to discuss the question of the Arab boycott of Israel, 
Al Ra’i daily said not a single Arab party would dare end 
boycott regulations. It would be a real shame for the Arabs to 
end their boycott of Israel which occupies Arab land and 
maintain their boycott and siege of the Iraqi people, said the 
paper. Following his tour of Arab countries, the U-S. 
Commerce Secretary, Ron Brown, announced that some Arab 
states were ready to lift the boycott of Israel, but it is up to the 
, Arab League to decide on this matter, said the paper. It is 

* regrettable to say that the Americans might have their way and 

* end the boycott in the coming Arab League meeting, before 
T any peace with the Arabs has been concluded, said the daily. 
■ The mere holding of the Madrid conference and the continua- 
tion of the peace negotiations with Israel does not. In any way, 

1 Justify the lifting of the boycott on Israel, nor the normalisa- 
>tion of relations with the Jewish state, stressed the paper. 
" 'Should the boycott be lifted, said the paper, it would be a great 
; humiliation to the Arabs, even though the move would be 

* traded for the lifting of the sanctions on the Iraqi people. On 
r the whole, said the paper, the lifting of the boycott regulations 
: on Israel which occupied Arab land is a dastardly crime to be 
;■ committed by the Arab and Islamic countries. 


-I A COLUMNIST in Al Ra'i daily tackled the controversy 
^-surrounding the health minister's accusations levelled at die 
’-authorities in charge of the distribution of foodstuff and 
medicine in the country. Lauding the health minister's brave 
stand, Tareq Masarweb said that be bas been able to point to 
the excesses and the corruption practices by what the minister 
Coifed the sharks who tamper with the public’s food and 
medicine. Backing the minister's accusations, the writer cited 
a number of instances in which a number of people have either 
died or had food poisoning due to adulterated food and 
medicine. The writer said that the prime minister is called 
I upon to open an immediate investigation into these acts of 
f con if lion. The writer describcdthe minister's statements as a 
[ bomb that exploded in order to expose those behind the 
corruption that has been rampant at the public administration 
I level. He said that the country abounds with sharks who have 
; the power to change laboratory reports about the condition of 
| food and medicine and who can impose exorbitant prices for 
the dregs and escape paying any income tax. The writer also 
said that corruption is prevailing in the private sector, 

' especially the banks which charges more than 17 per cent 
interest and some of whose employees share commissions with 
clients. The writer said that the health minister's accusations 
are a healtny sign, and the government should respond to the 
demands for uprooting corruption in the country. 


Replacing the nuclear umbrella 
with wisdom and responsibility 


By Paul H. Nitze 


WASHINGTON — Just as the 
recent NATO summit meeting 
was a reminder that the world 
faces a future in which the 
United States has become the 
sole global power, it likewise 
signals that it is time to reex- 
amine the role and place of 
strategic nuclear weapons in 
American security policy. 

With the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union and the division 
of its nuclear forces, the con- 
cerns of U.S. strategic plan- 
ning have shifted from a single 
nuclear threat to a complex 
international situation — from 
Iraq to Ukraine to North 
Korea — where regional 
aggression is more likely than 
it has been since before World 
War II. 

Experience, including the 
Gulf war. teaches us that nuc- 
lear weapons are unlikely to be 
useful in deterring aggression 
in these circumstances. Rather 
than rely on them, therefore, 
the United States should con- 
sider what might seem at first 
glance a step backward: con- 
verting its principal strategic 
deterrent from nuclear 
weapons to a more credible 
deterrence based at least in 
part upon ‘■smart" convention- 
al weapons. It is a shift that 
could be justified us a coldly 
rational approach to a new 
security strategy and equally so 
as a morally correct foreign 
policy choice. 

The case for choosing 
strategic, high-prerision con- 
ventional weapons over 
strategic nuclear weapons is 
dear. They are safer, cause 
less collateral damage and pose 
less threat of escalation than 
do nuclear weapons, Thus they 
offer far greater flexibility in a 
variety of situations where use 
of any sort of nuclear weapon 
would be politically or militari- 
ly impractical. 

The prindpal challenges to 
reliance on strategic conven- 
tional weapons are also dear. 
Can they adequately carry out 
their combat missions? If so. 
will that fact deter aggression 
as effectively as nuclear 


Dm— in* by VALERRY 


weapons appear to have done? 
I believe the answers to these 


I believe the answers to these 
questions are. in general, posi- 
tive. M 

The Gulf war offered a specf 
tacular demonstration of the 
potential effectiveness of smart 
weapons used in a strategic 
role. Against Iraq, such 
weapons rapidly rendered use- 
less the military forces of a 
powerful dictator, in particular 
by neutralising his command, 
control and communications 
fadlities. At the same time, the 
Gulf war showed the limited 
value of nuclear weapons in 
deterring aggression. 

I would argue that there was 
no useful role for nuclear 
weapons for anyone in the 
Gulf war. Iraq could and did 
simply ignore allied nuclear 
weapons as virtually chimeric- 
al. even when it attacked 
brae!. Likewise. Iraq would 
have gained little by employing 
a nuclear device. For him to 
have used such a nuclear capa- 
bility as he might have de- 
veloped would merely have 
reinforced the determination 
of the major powers to elimin- 
ate him. 

It is also true that a nuclear 
capability in Saddan: Hussein's 
hands might have undermined 
U.S. efforts to force him to 
behave responsibly. Nuclear 
weapons used in desperation, 
or in a wild plan of revenge 
against Israel, could have re- 
sulted in great human tragedy. 
We cannot know whether ot 
not Saddam Hussein would 
have used nuclear weapons 
had he possessed them. But we 
also cannot know whether the 


allied nuclear threat could ever 
be counted upon to deter him 
from using them. 

After all. Saddam Hussein 
chose to start a nuclear 
weapons programme in the 
free of the overwhelming nuc- 
lear power of the states 
arrayed against him. including 
the Israelis he sought to pro- 
voke. There was no logical 
reason for Iraq to build a nuc- 
lear weapon outside of this 
threat of irresponsible be- 
haviour the looming threat of 
a wild-card, regional nuclear 
power. To my mind. Saddam 
Hussein's derision to embark 
on a nuclear programme itself 
shows that there was no nuc- 
lear deterrent at play in Iraq's 
evaluation of tne strategic 
situation in the Gulf. 

After (he Gulf war. as its 
lessons are digested by all na- 
tions. one message rings 
loudest: The United States, 
when provoked, can and will 
use strategic conventional 
weapons against whatever 
targets it considers 
appropriate. 

Understanding this lesson 
may offer us a way to create 
the first credible and therefore 
useful strategic deterrent we 
have seen since the early days 
of the nuclear era. It may be 
that conventional strategic 
weapons will one day perform 
their primary mission of de- 
terrence immeasurably better 
than nuclear weapons if only 
because we can — and will — 
use them. 

It is vitally important that we 
understand the effectiveness 
and limitations of strategic 
conventional weapons. Unfor- 
tunately. much public and pro- 
fessional discussion has been 
superficial. Yet it is a highly 
encouraging development for 
America that, for the first 
time, it might reasonably con- 
template making nuclear 
weapons largely obsolete for 
the most practical and fun- 
damental strategic missions. 

The U.S. government 
should consciously decide to 
pursue the conversion of its 
strategic deterrent from nuc- 
lear to conventional weapons: 
and to begin now to decide not 
whether, but in what manner, 
this conversion will take place. 

But first, the truth about 
smart weapons must be estab- 
lished. Even though advanced 
conventional weapons appear 
to have performed well in com- 
bat. we must be careful as we 
evaluate how good a model the 
Gulf war provided for under- 
standing the future utility of 
such weapons as a deterrent. 

To much of the world view- 
ing rhe Gulf war on television, 
smart weapons appeared a 
miracle weapon, capable of 


doing the job with little loss of 
military personnel and limited 
civilian losses. Bur this may be 
an unreasonable perception at 
the current stage of strategic 
conventional weapons de- 
velopment. 

The lessons of rhe military 
utility of nuclear weapons must 
also be reexamined and frankly 
acknowledged. We will never 
be certain what has deterred 
the use of nuclear weapons 
since 1945. We can speculate 
that the strategic nuclear 
arsenals in their morbid way 
did stay the use of these 
weapons, that mutually 
assured destruction may have 
prevented the use of nuclear 
weapons against other nuclear 
powers. But in truth, using 
nuclear weapons has never en- 
tirely been ruled out. and 
much of the debate of oper- 
ational nuclear strategy during 
the cold war reflected this 
reality. 

What inhibited the Amer- 
ican use of nudear weapons 
was clearly sensitivity to the 
implications of the destructive- 
ness of such weapons. And 
however much U.S. military 
doctrine asserted otherwise, 
their use was never an easy 
option to the United States, 
and some troublesome govern- 
ment have known this and ex- 
ploited it as a weakness in U.S. 
military posture. 

While the McNamara-era 
derision to move towards flexi- 
ble response certainly led to a 
more credible U.S. military 
presence and deterrence for 
some situations, it did nor im- 
prove the strategic deterrent. 
The United States was left with 


an enormous investment in a 
nuclear arsenal of limited use 
except in possibly deterring a 
nuclear attack by the Soviet 
Union directly against the Un- 
ited States. It was a one-usc 
strategic deterrent. 

Developing true strategic 
conventional weapons offers a 
flexible capability that no 
aggressor can discount safely in 
a wide range of circumstances. 

Certainly, it would be wise 
to continue to maintain a se- 
cure -and widely dispersed 
array of nuclear weapons and 
their delivery systems until it 
seems certain that the nuclear 
weapons of others constitute 
no threat to the United States 
and its associates. But posses- 
sion of such nuclear strategic 
superiority docs not. by itself, 
answer whether it would be 
wise for the United States 
actually to use its nuclear 
forces even in retaliation to the 
use of nuclear weapons by 
another country. After all. if 
the country initiating such use 
could be effectively disarmed 
bv conventional forces, there 


The writer, a former arms con- 
trol negotiator and ambassa- 
dor-at-large during the Reagan 
administration, is diptomat-in- 
residence at the Paul H. Niue 
School of Advanced Interna- 
tiona I Studies. Johns Hopkins 
University. The article is re- 
printed from The Washington 
Post. 


Algerian Islamic strongholds less 
threatening than their reputation 


Bj Christian Millet 
Agence France Presse 


sinister and forbidding, where 
disappearances are said to be 
frequent. 


ALGIERS — Feared by police 
as botbeds of Islamic zealotry 
and violence, the impoverished 
suburbs and districts of Algiers 
are squalid urban slums char- 
acterised more by dilapidated 
housing and crippling unem- 
ployment than Muslim mili- 
tance. 

The teeming bousing pro- 
jects to the south and southeast 
of the capital — Baraki. 
Eucalyptus. Oued Smar, Oued 
Ouchaiah. El Harrach. Gla- 
ciere and Badjarah — have 
been described as “liberated 
zones” and “Islamic mini- 
republics." 

For law enforcement officers 
they are no-go districts, except 
during major search operations 
mounted by teams of police. 

For residents of more 
affluent areas, the projects are 


The Eucalyptus project's 
reputation as an “Islamic 
stronghold” gained currency in 
late October when three kid- 
napped Staff members at the 
French consulate were briefly 
held nr the area before being 
t rans ferred to a neighbouring 
suburb. 

Tens of thousands of people 
live in Eucalyptus, located 19 
kilometres from 1 here. Super- 
ficially, the project seems to 
have little to recommend it, 
notably at night when garbage- 
strewn streets become open 
sewers under torrential rain. 

Only the central artery has 
streetlights — most of which 
no longer function. 


already decaying through 
shoddy workmanship or lack of 
maintenance, are surrounded 
by smaller collective housing 
units that have sprouted up in 
all directions in the midst of 
unfinished construction sites. 


muddy streets. An outsider 
phose c8r gets stuck is im- 
mediately assisted by the “Wi- 
thes” — and promptly given 
directions for getting out of the 
labyrinth. 


Despite the lashing rain, 
groups of “hittite5” chat and 
laugh* “hit” is “wall” in Ara- 
bic, and the “hitthes” are boys 
and young men without work 
who spend their days outdoors, 
leaning against the walls of 
their buildings to escape 
cramped flats where on aver- 
age seven people share a single 
room. 


Cor.Tary to expectation, slo- 
gans a. graffiti from such 
groups as r^e Islamic Salvation 
Front and ttr Armed Islamic 


Urban planning appears to 
have been incoherent at best. 
Huge buildings 200 to 300 
metres long, recently built but 


They are not hostile to a 
stranger’s presence, but neith- 
er are they overtly welcoming. 
Journalists in particular pro- 
voke suspicion: there is a fear 
that the police could use repor- 
ters as guides. 

Oued Samar is another dus- 
ter of run-down buildings and 


Group are not in evidence in- 
side the projects themselves. 
They are reserved for walls 
doser to commissariats, police 
stations and barracks located 
on the outskirts of the “liber- 
ated zones." 

But for all the infrastructural 
horrors of their surroundings, 
project residents have retained 
their warmth and essential 
friendliness. 


They do not live in armed 
camps or ghettos, and — with 
the exception of the police — 
outsiders can come and go in 
safety. 
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No more 



concessions at 



negotiations 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


would be no military reason to 
retaliate with a nuclear strike - 

But how close is the United 
States to possessing conven- 
tional weapons that can indeed 
replace nuclear weapons as the 
primary deterrent against 
aggression? 

Today, there remains a gap 
between the destructive power 
of a tint -class strategic arsenal, 
such as that of Russia, and the 
ability of American strategic 
conventional weapons to over- 
come such a threat. Under- 
standing and overcoming this 
gap should become the focus of 
technological research into the 
practical obstacles of delivery, 
accuracy and explosive capabi- 
lities. as well as planning secur- 
ity strategy and tactics. 

The Gulf war suggests that 
U.S. conventional weapons 
could oflfer an adequate deter- 
rent against regional aggres- 
sion. A question remains 
whether other powers, such as 
China and Russia, have come 
to this conclusion. But the pre- 
sent threat does not come pri- 
marily from these nations but 
from states such as Iraq. North 
Korea or even Libya. It is. 
unfortunately, not clear that 
‘any strategic weapon can deter 
the ambitions of a tyram. 

The United States should 
recognise its responsibility to 
help shape the pattern and 
purpose of security arrange- 
ments worldwide. 

The idea that the future 
peace and well-being of the 
world should rest upon the 
threat of nuclear annihilation 
of large numbers of non-com- 
batants is, in the long run. 
unacceptable. We should treat 
with scorn those, like North 
Korea, who may attempt to 
blackmail others with impru- 
dent nuclear threats. 

In the world as it is. America 
will continue to need non- 
strategic conventional forces to 
stop aggression as it unfolds. It 
will also need to maintain an 
overwhelming nuclear strategic 
capability, though not neces- 
sarily to use such weapons — 
even in retaliation — if an 
aggressor can be disarmed with 
smart non-nuclear strategic 
weapons. The United States 
must learn not merely to react, 
as eye for eyc.or out of anger, 
but with wisdom and a sense of 
the great responsibility that 
comes with great power. 


The PLO and Israel have been 
involved for the bst several weeks in 
marathon negotiations in order 
to find an agreement to imple- 
ment the Oslo Accord of 13 
September. It is my belief that 
the PLO should remain stead- 
fast in its discussions and must 
not yield under the pressure to 
achieve a quick agreement. 
Only an agreement acceptable 
in its terms to the Palestinians 
and in particular those of the 
occupied territories can be im- 
plemented on the ground. Any 
agreement reached must be 
pragmatic and workable. It will 
be useless otherwise. In my 
opinion. Israel is more in need 
of concluding an agreement 
with the Palestinians than the 
latter need it. 

The intifada has drained 
Israel of its energy to continue 
with the occupation and 
brought it to the negotiating 
table with the Palestinians. 
Israel stands to benefit a lot 
after normalising its relations 
with its neighbours. Once an 
overall agreement is reached, 
ail the doors of recognition and 
trade will be opened by the 
countries who have not so far 
recognised the existence of the 
state of Israel or have severed 
diplomatic relations with it. 
Furthermore. Israel will be 
able to penetrate and try to 
dominate the lucrative multi- 
billion-dollar Arab market. 

Israel simply cannot afford 
to return to the status-quo ante 
of the PLO-Israel accord, as 
the intifada will inevitably con- 
tinue to intensify and will even- 
tually bring Israel to bow down 
to the foil national demands of 
the Palestinians. After several 
weeks of failing to reach an 
agreement due to Israel's in- 
transigence, many Palestinians 
feel that the intifada should be 
intensified to bear more press- 
ure on Israel. We musr not 
forget that it is because of the 
intifada that Israel has agreed 
to negotiate on equal par with 
the Palestinians. The support 
of those Palestinians who lost 
hundreds of relatives, suffered 
thousands of wounded and 
were imprisoned in six years of 
daily streer battles using no- 
thing but stones against one of 
the most modern and powerful 
armies of the world, is the most 
crucial factor in implementing 
the accord. 

On our side of the fence, we 
must put our house in order 
and doit quickly and convin- 


cingly. There remain a jot to be ; 
done. There is a growing feel-- " 
ing of disappointment and an- 
ger among many prominent 
Palestinians and many mem- 
bers of the PLO Executive. 
Committee for the way the 01 
negotiations are being handr.:J 
led. As a result, and due to his .rJH 
autocratic style, the support '1 
for Yasser Arafat himself is i 
dwindling, thus reducing his J] 1 
Standing and authority among . 1 
the Palestinian people and his V 
credibility as a viable state .? 
leader. 

Palestinians must insist on a 
complete withdrawal of the 
Israeli army from Gaza and 
Jericho. Jericho, as mentioned- 
in the accord, should extend its “ 1’ 
administrative district as was 
applied during the Jordanian ' 
rule and not simply Jericho ‘ 
town. It is indeed regrettable • 
that the definition of “Jericho*-" 
was not clearly and unambi- ' 
guously brought out in the/L 
accord. This is one of the maiiy"-.'; 
lacunas in the accord which has L 
been formulated. 

Mr. Arafat should not dog- 
matically refuse to enlist lhe- r .'‘ 
help of some of Palestinian- 
prominent thinkers, adminis-- - 
trators and legal experts. Also - 
included should be some 
Palestinian activists who thor- 
oughly know the territories.: - 
The Israelis have a formidable - - 
team assigned to this task. ; 

The intifada's colossal 
achievement brought desper- 
ately needed recognition and 
self-esteem to the Palestinian 
people at a time they were only 
known to the outside world as 
terrorists. The friiits of the.,' 
intifada must be carefully and r ' 
intelligently exploited to thc : - 
fullest. ' r" 

Now the job of the PLO is to; 
try during the implementation / 
of the accord and thereafter to. 
apply what writer Toufic Abu 
Bakr has called “the creeping - 
sovereignty" over the occupied 
territories, including the settle- 
ments, to reverse the creeping 
annexation of the Palestinian 
territory which has been ap- 
plied by the Israelis by hook or • . - 
crook during the twenty-six . 
years of occupation. •;\\ 1 

So'ino more concessions . 
should be made to the Jewish 
state. Palestinians should * 
negotiate from a position of “ 
strength and not of weakness - - : 
as they hold the most impor-. 
tant card that is: Their undis-__ ■ 
puted basic right of self-deter- . 
mination and a national home 
long sought by the Jews them- • * 
selves. 
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By Maria Korolov 
Reuter 


QERVEND, Azerbaijan — 
Six months ago Azerbaijan's 
army suffered defeats so 
monumental that the president 
fled the country and a fifth of 
the Transcausasian republic 
ended up in enemy hands. 

Critics from all sides casti- 
gated the military for gross 
incompetence in the face of 
attacks by separatist Armenian 
forces pushing into the repub- 
lic from the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The Azeri army is finally 
starting to pull itself together 
and has launched a threc- 
pranged offensive to recover 
captured territories in western 
Azerbaijan. 


Karabakh. an enclave of Azer- : 
baijan populated mainly by " 
Armenians. 

Both sides say that hundreds - 
of Armenian soldiers have . 
been killed in the latest battles, ~ L ] 
although such statements are r : 


usually exaggerated. 
One indication 


Officers and men say Presi- 
dent Haydar Aliyev, who took 
over the countiy 'last June after 
former leader Abulfez 
Elchibey fled in the face of 
rebellious troops, has played a 
large role in restoring disci- 
pline to the armv’s tattered 
ranks. 

“Aliyev is responsible for 
bringing career officers back 
into the army," said a field 
commander on the Fuzuli 
front, south of Karabakh. 

“Before, no one wanted to 
serve because it was so chaotic. 
But now. there is a new com- 
mitment to the military. We’ve 
passed a turning point. A real 
turnmp rioint 


One indication that the - 
fighting could be heavier thar ■ 
usual was the appearance of' J 
dozens of shiny new ambu-, " 
lances which arrived on the'""' 
southern front last week. ' 
The new commitment to they 
war effort has alreatfy pn> 
duced results. 

The military headquarters of 
the western front is in the.' I 
village of Qervend, less than 20 * .-yr 
kilometres from the key Azeri •. " 
town of Agdara. 

, Agdam is on the border with 
Karabakh. about 25 kilometres * 
from Stepanakert, the capital • '? 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. . ' 

Armenian forces accused. 
Azerbaijan of launching artiU 
lery anacks from Agdam and *■• 
captured the town last July. 

If the Azeris take Agdam, L-; 
then Stepanakert will once 

h. I . t .L 
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turning point. 
Soldiers am 


Soldiers and foreign obser- 
vers in the capital Baku said 

0{ ‘^movement in- 
ducted lower desertion rates 
ana more volunteers, higher 
morale in the ranks and more 

ofTlwre. '“""Handing 

al ^° P°‘ nt 10 3 clearlv 
wi[h ne ulrimo/ n of comm an<f, 

flit M e JE2L !!?■»* 


•"ft-™* 

We used in . 


4I \1/ _ ” - iiUJIUd. 

commanders, eac^hradiUn 

sroup ’;“ id 

J7 t,Cn 11 Was politically ex- 
ped'em, any of them could pull 

from “ men back from ^ 

;™ h ° usa " ds h ave been killed 
the six-year conflict over 


Grad multiple-missile . laun-^l’ 
chens and Azerbaijan will be .. 
able to enter ceasefire aegptia-— . 
tions from a position of greater" ;'v 
strength. ;y3*' 

One thing the new-look -M 
Azeri army still lacks, howev-Vy 
er, is trained officers. In an.-u : ^ 
attempt to overcome the shor-^T J 
tage some soldiers were prom ^ ^ 
oted after they demonstratedS^-jL 
prowess in action.- fils' 

- - Qrtier officers wili be ^ 

• tcl rive ud cushy desk jobs"- " ; 

“The officers gathered benr-y; 
will be sent to the front.” MEitJ . 
Aliyev told a group of fons^i^ 
military bureaucrats in a - 3 . 
vised -address last week. ‘ 
“It may be most of tbe.offic-^'^, 
ers here served in recruitment > 
offices and in army units: 
tioned in Baku, but ndw yo%?i^. 


should continue your service-®?^ 
military units at the ba£tle^% 
rants. ,r ="-'Jas"r- 


rants. . / jg- 

, Newspapers have repor tetgP ^ | 
that the general recnntme^^ . 
campaign has been srennedTiP^r ^ 4 


campaign has been steppedtop^4^ 
increasing the stream of 
going to training camps 
then to Karabakh. 
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Regent visits Balqa region 


(Continued from page 1) 

With reference to public 
administration, the Regent 
said: “We can contain and 
stem all that which mars the 
society's^ image, like wasta 
emai na , (favouritism) and behavioural 
s . a growj^i corruption, only through ideal 
,!n indent ^ behaviour and practice which 
"any rw^tcau truly offer service to the 
"d mSNpuWc.- 

Pl-O % The Regent also visited the 
3r the King Hussein Bridge on the 
are bej fl J t River Jordan accompanied by 
!t. and due, a nmn ^ er °* ““Asters and 


the beads of goveniment depart- 
ra fat hirn^ meats. 

Us r ed Uc , The Regent met and chatted 
authority n ? kwito travellers crossing the riv- 
1 PeopiJ — “r from occupied West 


a ndb 


Bank, enquiring about their 
conditions and listening to 
their remarks about facilities 
and procedures at the crossing 
point. 

The Pnnce toured on foot 
the neighbouring A1 Twal dis- 
trict under heavy rain and met 
with the local residents. He 
was welcomed during 
visits by notables and parlia- 
ment members from the Balqa 
region. 

The Regent chaired a meet- 
ing at the Salt Community Col- 
lege attended by representa- 
tives of political and social 
organisations as well as parlia- 
ment members and other not- 
ables. 


*! Samples, records ‘missing’ 

from " q (Continued from page 1) 

», as 324 


as nu. *.with the situation, 
should “Dcpu^® 5 will (after holding 
: diitriCT - Cll(Ii a discussion with the 

ig the i 33 V government) seek to reach an 
t simni inaccurate assessment of the 

ideed ii ^ station so as to propose deci- 
itionrfS^rivn solutions,” the statement 
ri v Z Jtfi4 said. 

jo'ht r Una * die allegations (of the 
sW ln * minister) prove true, people 
'“'^^responsible should be referred 
ted a to court and legal action taken 

s u ' . against them in protection of 

j ' u d n °l (n, the citizen and his food and 
. , f ° n ei| li5 it medicine security,” the state- 
r Payment said. 


But if the allegations proved 
false, the statement said, the 
government should take the 
responsibility for shaking the 
public's confidence in their 
food and medicine and for 
hurting the national economy. 

It is not yet dear when the 
special session will be held, but 
the House regulations stipulate 
that “a genera] discussion” 
with the government be held 
no later than 10 days after 
deputies request one. 

Over 30 deputies have re- 
quested the session. 


■gal ex' adn * 

Israel, Egypt voice optimism 

cl »vists tthotfr r r 

• lemtorj. (Continued from page 1) 


y a fonrn&h also said Israel insisted on 
. iO this last maintaining control of the road 
sea s colon from the border to the check- 
brought desji- point. 

^cognition * Mr. Peres also suggested 
0 Palestn Israel agreed to letting the 
me they were® Palestinians build a hotel at the 
: outside world- Dead Sea, which would stretch 
fruits of i their authority southwards 
‘ be car-fuih c from the town of Jericho, 
exploited to g Wh. Peres said that he and 
Rk Arafat had already agreed 
-b of the PLOtr on “some points” at their* 
impiemeniar 

^tSKing Fahd meets PLO chief 

led "the creep 


meeting last Saturday in Oslo. 

“There are other points 
which are still hanging in the 
air ... I do believe there is a 
basis for agreement but we 
have not yet completed the 
negotiations,” he said. 

On his return to Cairo, Mr. 
Musa said his visit aimed at 
advancing all tracks of the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks had 
been “useful.” 

Mr. Arafat was expected on 
Tuesday in Egypt. 


oi er the cant (C 00 *™** from page 1) 
i eluding the sj that I hope will be dosed,” Mr. 
\cr:< the creeps Arafat said by telephone. 

the Pales® ‘Together together, we shall 
>ch has been } pray in A1 Aqsa mosque,” he 
Israelis b\ hod- ®*d- 

a the twem-s “I have many things to say to 
upation him,” the PLO leader told AP. 
mre contest* *ifi affirm his responsibility 
,aae to the Jk? A1 Aqsa and I am, certain 
•xtiniant shod: *>* capable of shoulder- 
om a posnwif “S "spmMbHity.” 
i not of vote S* 0 * ****** ** 

i the most ihk ^P 1 - 13 PLO-Israel 

a: is. Then ^ ** * £» “ ^ becom “ 
n ’hi -if self-dc- ^ first step towards an overall 
sohJeromrt that would indude 

t "Effete return of East Jerusalem. 
M ’.he Je«te u s Biu aimon 

and other Western leaders 

have been nugebng King Fahd 
to restore ties with Mr. Arafat 
and boost financial assistance 
for the Palestinian entity under 
the peace plan. 

But Mr. Arafat's chances of 
n encljoeoi ^ generosity from the Gulf may 
jbied numl' r be dim. Falling oil prices have 
squeezed purses even in Saudi 
. that hun* 5 Arabia, forcing American 
an soldiers military contractors to extend 
n trie iatesir^ payments terms on billions of 
ch >i.iieroeots 5 dgQgj^ arms purchases. 

fruit'd Saudi Arabia’s pro- 

il-.ttion f -hai j government media had barely 
ic be hej'itf 8 ; mentioned Mir. Arafat’s pre- 
he “PP‘ ir3Ill i! sence until the meeting with 


bakh 


King Fahd. apparently reflect- 
ing continued resentment of 
the PLO chairman. 

Arriving Monday in Riyadh, 
in a small plane, Mr. Arafat 
disembarked with amts out- 
. stretched and bugged the wait- 
ing Prince Salman, witnesses 
said. 

Mr. Arafat is to visit the 
mosque of the Prophet 
Mohammad in Medina before 
leaving Saudi Arabia. He is 
due to have talks with Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in Cairo 
on Tuesday. 

Palestinain sources said Mr. 
Mubarak, deeply involved in 
Middle East peace efforts in 
which Mr. Arafat's role is 
pivotal, had paved the way 
with King Fahd. 

Mr. Mubarak sees the meet- 
ing as necessary to give. Mr. 
Arafat more weight at a time 
when he is under pressure from 
within and outside the PLO for 
failing to deliver on promises 
of a speedy start to an Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied 
lands. 

One PLO source stressed 
that Mr. Arafat was not in 
Riyadh to discuss immediate 
resumption of financial aid. 
“The reconciliation should 
take its time," he said. 


Taba security talks delayed 


ini Ij*i t 

jonimi.ni^ (Continued from page 1) 

“The security committee is 
>r\ hciiogu^ilfcPOSfponed until next week," 
i from |S ? l T« e said, giving no further ex- 
^nenJ.I*** :b2r : Planadon for the delay. 
v ofP ire- v Gen. Yahia said that Dr. 
'd *rn f would not be coming to 

; ■»« the bod ;I “_ Taba this week for the discos- 
^;; u , sions, although a separate 

r Ten. il* ^ committee on civilian issues 
Lii jrabakh < connected to the planned witb- 
" ^ ort -es <lrawal started meeting Mon- 

* v - j-.un«.'h' n - e ^ day and would continue for 
Vrom three days. 


{.-.AT 


US* 


Dr. Shaath could not be 


taKt' 


■VjS reached immediately for com- 

ili t' Tnortt 


viili ^ ment in Cairo. 


n ‘ iN rs-jol 1 ‘ }! Z The only talks which took 
>i ,e Jp place Monday focused on plans 


ert 
iifcin 

I _|n r>M‘ _ ^ 

1^- ^ r b:ii.P n “IV to ^ Q P Palestinian television 
- and radio stations, as part of 
: V'Niiu ,r? i ' 1 ” - tf * band-over of civjlian pow- 

s r * J ers under Palestinian self-rule, 
[fu' R^dwan Abu Ayash, who is 


V v i^lesturiaD television, said he 

T scussed sharing of frequen- 
, rSl c*es with an official of the 

V Israeli public telecommunica- 

wrnfaoy, Bczek- 

-“.“ V Ail: ^ Gadt Zohar, the senior 


Israeli in a group negotiating 
the functions of a Palestinian 
civil authority, earlier said: 
“We will discuss today tele- 
communications — radio, tele- 
vision, telephones and fre- 
quencies. We have achieved a 
lot so far.” 

The talks in this Egyptian 
Red Sea resort were to have 
run until Thursday. 

General Yehia, who serves 
in the Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA), said negotiations 
on security issues depended on 
the outcome of Egyptian Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa’s talks 
in Israel on Monday. 

The timing of the next ses- 
sion would also depend on the 
Peres-Arafat encounter in 
Davos, he said. 

A Palestinian negotiator 
here, asking not to be named, 
said the breakthrough could 
come in Paris at a mid-week 
meeting between PLO econo- 
mic department chief Ahmad 
Qotirie and the Israeli foreign 
ministry’s legal adviser, Yoel 


Delegation heads meet 

group V (Continued from page 1) 
an ^ a little less public," a 
■v V; L;S. Stale Department offiriaJ 

it' s 1 -^ jj-cnJ’i “W- An Israeli source said no 
Z iji" 1 *.,; deadline for the talks has been 
,!l ^ diou^i the fasting month 

of Ramadan begins Feb. 11. 

!n'>‘ ■ L Israel and the Palestine Li- 

Organisation (PLO) 

£ r»1Vr 816 ^king a compromise for- 
mula for oontroi of border 
cm-' 1 r ~ „ ddO' cros rings, one of the main 


? ,l! f- srirrabling-blocks holding up 


the establishment of limited 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Mr. Rabinovich said Israel 
wanted to hear firsthand from 
the Syrians following the U.S- 
Syria summit in Geneva last 
week about the extent of nor- 
malisation they wanted. 

“Even if we have a better 
idea about the Syrian position 
on peace, we have yet to hear 
it, or hear it in detail. There 
are arrangements.” 


The law we all must adhere to 


By Waleed Sadi 


A RECENT criminal court decision in Quebec brought into 
focus the issue of multiculturalism in Canada. Mufri cultural- 
ism, it will be remembered, is a critical subject for human 
rights advocates and Ottawa prides itself on having created a 
dimate of peaceful and fruitful coexistence between the 
different, and sometimes conflicting, cultures to which many 
Canadians belong. 

In that verdict, a municipal judge gave a light sentence to a 
man convicted of having sodomised his nine year old step 
daughter over an extended time because he saved her 
virginity. The judge took a mistaken judicial notice that in 
Islam, to which the family belongs, the protection and 
safeguarding of virginity supercedes all other sexual considera- 
tions and the guilty father must be therefore “rewarded” for 
containing his sexual abuse of the child to sodomy. Needless to 
say, the verdict stunned and shocked Canadians of all religions 
and cultures, including Muslims who in fact condemn and 
punish all forms of illicit sexual contacts with the opposite sex, 
especially when it comes to minors. Yet, the judge in that case 
wrongfully thought that she was only advancing the cause of 
multiculturalism by giving it a new and added meaning that 
Canadians would welcome. 

Of course the court decision was unfortunately wrong on all 
counts and the fact that multiculturalism was given a new twist 
in Canada brings to the fore an urgent need for a fresh 
reappraisal of the notion of multiculturalism per se and 


whether it can still be the basis for forging nations even when 
there is a correct interpretation of what these various cultures 
stand for, something that was woefully lacking in the Canadian 
court ruling. 

Interestingly enough, a new poll taken in Canada prior to 
that infamous Quebec court decision revealed that three out of 
four Canadian do not have much faith in multiculturalism as a 
basis for state building in their country and would rather opt 
for the American melting pot experience where the seeds for 
conflicts based on ethnic, religious or cultural differences are 
contained as much as possible instead of promoted. 


Human 


File 


The lessons to be learned from the Canadian experiment in 
forging a nation based on many cultures are relevant to many 
other peoples and countries. The subject is certainly important 
from the human rights point of view to many countries of the 
world were different religions and cultures are trying to 
co-exist in a peaceful and harmonious way. And of course 
there is a parrallcl that could be drawn between multicultural- 
ism in Canada and elsewhere and the issue of '‘peculiar 
cultural and religious considerations” that many countries 
from the developing world tried to push forward during last 
year’s Vienna world conference on human rights as a 
“justification” or “excuse” for the lax implementation of 
international human rights norms in all states and for all 
peoples. 


ilinein 
.^anda 
T-cd by 
riding, 
tumov- 

It will be remembered that a compromise was struck durinn n ^993 
the Vienna meeting under which “diversity” between differen?^ and 
cultures and religions was given a new and positive robe aftetj c nnm _ 
the phenomenon was depicted as “enriching” rather thanj re 
serving as an obstacle to die application of human right^ onear _ 
standards fairly and squarely on all societies and peoples. Tmr,_yjj on 
“universality” of human rights standards had set the tone fof s 
that world gathering and ended up diluting die argumentationsT^.^ 
in favour of giving disproportionate considerations to th£T 
peculiar religions or cultures that nations and peoples of theL,_, _ r _ 
world belong to. 

One would have thought that the Quebec judge wher 1 - 
presided over the trial of the man convicted of repeatedly 0 
sodomising a young girl would have taken due notice of this®” . 
internationally accepted “universal” principle by declaring?—®” 
that in spite of the presumed stand of any religion or culture ^ 

any behaviour or condua, there is still a minimum universal* tortl,e 
standard that all cultures and religions must adhere to, n&i Q 
matter what. This is in essence what the comity of nations^ satur ' 
accepted at the Vienna conference and that is exactly what 
Canadian court system must be expected to honour as weUi~*"T ot 
The Quebec court decision therefore stands out as air 33 
outrageous humiliation of the universality of principle regard^*” 1 
ing human rights and must be overruled by a higher court ii * e 
that country. What adds insult to injury is the fact that 
decision gave a distorted and damaging picture about Islam?? 3 * 11 * 1111 
Canada owes it to itself, to Muslims and to the cause of hums 
rights to correct the dangerous precedent created by thai| 

Quebec municipal court decision. 



Who masterminded bombing the World Trade Centre? 


By Jane Hunter 

SACRAMENTO CA. — FBI 
informant Emad Salem was 
responsible for bombing the 
World Trade Centre (WTC) 
last February and even paid for 
the rented van that carried the 
bomb into the New York sky- 
scraper, say attorneys for two 
of the men accused of the 
bombing. 

William Kunstler and 
Ronald Kuby made these 
claims in a letter on Dec. 10 to 
the judge who will try the 14 
men arrested last summer on 
charges of conspiring to bomb 
a number of New York sites 
and subsequently charged with 
conspiracy to bomb the WTC.. 
Mr. Kunstlcr and Mr. Kuby 
were writing in response to a 
prosecution complaint that 
they were leaking the contents 
of tape recordings Emad Salem 
made secretly when he talked 
on the phone with his FBI 
handlers. 

Mr. Salem, a former Egyp- 
tian army colonel with re- 
ported links to Egyptian intelli- 
gence. earned hundreds of 
thousands of dollars by tapjng 
his contacts with the defen- 
dants in the bomb, conspiracy, 
among them the Egyptian cler- 
ic Sheikh Abdul Rahman. The 
accused say Mr. Salem master- 
minded and organised the 
bombing conspiracy. 

“It has been reported to us.” 
wrote Mr. Kunstler and Mr. 
Kuby. “that Salem was seen in 
the vicinity of the WTC on the 
day of the bombing. Moreov- 
er. we have information that 
he paid for the rental of the 
truck assumed to be the vehicle 
which carried the bomb.” 

“I have been told that some- 
one saw him between the time 
the bomb went off and he 
checked into the hospital... 
several hours after the bomb- 
ing.” Mr. Kuby told Middle 
East International (MEI). In 
their letter the rwo attorneys 
say they “have learned that 
Salem entered St. Clare's Hos- 
pital some time on the day of 
the bombing and remained un- 
til March 1. 1993... The hospit- 
al diagnosis was 'vertigo' stem- 
ming from a middle-ear dis- 
turbance... first delected when 
he earlier fired a rifle on the 
range without ear-plugs.” Wil- 
liam Kunstler was quoted by 
Reuters as saying that when 
the bomb went off. the blast 
caused Mr. Salem to suffer ear 
damage. 

The information provided by 
the attorneys appears to give 
substance to Mr. Salem's claim 
to have built the bomb in an 
April 1993 taped conversation 


U.S. urges 

(Continued from page 1) 

turing will have the greatest 
economic impact,” -said Brian 
Atwood, director of the U.S. 
Agency for International De- 
velopment. 

Such assistance would go 
primarily for housing and 
health care, he said. 

U.S. aid also is targeted at 
regions where reforms have 
been implemented most quick- 
ly. The priorities are to estab- 
ish a legal framework for a 
market economy, create sound 
financial institutions, and 
privatise and restructure state 
enterprises. 

Mr. Atwood said training 
programmes for Russian law- 
makers and bankers would be- 
gin in February to help sur- 
mount the “fear and inertia 
born of apathy and habit.” 

But Mr. Talbott and Mr. 
Atwood warned that Washing- 
ton’s finances were limited and 
that other members of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) indus- 
trialised nations must help sup- 
port reforms that could take 
“decades, even a generation or 
more.” 


with the FBI. An excerpt of 
the transcript was leaked to 
New York newspapers in 
October and a more complete 
version was quoted by Reuters 
last month. During the con- 
versation Mr. Salem tells his 
handlers he needs more money 
for past work, saying: “we was 
start already building the 
bomb, which is went off in the 
World Trade Centre." 

The bomb, continues Mr. 
Salem, was built “by supervi- 
sion from the Bureau f FBI) 
and the DA (district attorney). 
We know that the bomb start 
to be built. By who? By your 
confidential informant. What a 
wonderful, great case.” Ex- 
cerpts from the transcripts 
published earlier quoted Mr. 
Salem as saying he had warned 
his FBI controllers that the 
bombing was being planned. 

Ronald Kuby told MEI in 
August that Siddiq Ibrahim 
Siddiq Ali. who he and Mr. 
Kunstler represent, said that, 
hours before he and a number 
of his co-defendants were 
arrested on June 24. Mr. Salem 
told hijn: “I bombed the World 
Trade Centre." Although Mr. 
Salem and the bomb factory • 
where the arrests were made 
were both wired for sound, the 
government has not yet given 
the defence the tapes of those 
moments before the raid. Mr. 
Kuby told MEI. 

Mr. Kunstler and Mr. Kuby 
theorise that Mr. Salem in- 
volved himself in the WTC 
bombing as a way of getting 
back in the good graces of the 
FBI. which had dropped him 
as an informant in summer of 


1992. The bureau reinstated 
him after the WTC blast. In 
1991. following the murder in 
New York of Meir Kahane. 
Mr. Salem began spying on a 
group of Muslim immigrants, 
‘many of whom attended the 
sermons of Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man. He infiltrated the group 
supporting Sayyid Nosair. who 
was convicted on charges re- 
lated to the killing and is now 
among the 14 accused in the 
conspiracy case. 

Leaks everywhere 

The issue of leaks is likely to 
feature prominently at the 
trial, said Ronald Kuby. In 
letters to Judge Michael 
Mukasey. the prosecutor. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Andrew McCarthy, has asked 
that the court stop Mr. Kun- 
stler and Mr. Kuby from mak- 
ing their claims. He says their 
claims are a “ploy” to discredit 
Mr. Salem and “can have no 
other purpose but to prejudice 
the due administration of jus- 
tice”. Mr. Kunstler and Mr. 
Kuby note in their letter that 
prosecution leaks had for 
months “seriously prejudiced" 
the case against the conspiracy 
defendants and against the 
four men now on trial for 
bombing the WTC. They ac- 
cused McCarthy of “lashing 
out at public utterances by 
counsel that tend to even the 
playing field.” 

Just before Christmas the 
FBI confirmed reports that it 
had suspended the 'head of its 
New York office. James Fox. 
for discussing the case during a 
television interview. The sus- 


HELNAN SHEPHEARD HOTEL 
A Five •'tar hotel located in the heart of downtown 
Cairo , with a breathtaking Nile view . - First built 
in 184! . this historic hotel was rebuilt in its 
present location . without compromising its clas- 
sic magnificent style . enjoys various entertain- 
ment facilities and leisure activities . 

On Thursday the 1 0th of Feb. 1994 


Visit CAIRO 
3 Nights B / B + 
Air Fare 
F or onlv: 



J.D. 173.000 

Please call 

RTLHS TRRUEL 

Mr. Nizar 


TEL. 654046 - 637586 FAX.610198 


JOE OPPORTUNITIES 

The Azraq Oasis Project announces the following job vacancies 
to work with the subproject of the Environment Impact Assessme 
-nt and Implementation of Ramsar Convention . 

A) Biodiversity Specialist: 

Qualifications and Experience 

1. The Minimum qualification should be a university degree 
(preferably a post graduate degree) in one of the biological 
science and specialist in classification of flora and\ or fauna . 

2. A minimum of five years work experience . 

3. He or She should nave sound reporting skills, and should be 
proficient in English and Arabic 

B) Socio-economics Specialist 

Qualifications and txpenence . 

1 The minimum qualification should be a university degree m onej 
of the sociology and \ or economics . socio-economic planning 1 
(preferably post graduate qualifications). 

2. A minimum of five years work experience . 

3. He or She should have sound reporting skills, and should be 
proficient in English and Arabic 

Those who meet the above requirements are kindly requested to 
submit their applications to the project administration located in the 
Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature in Jubeiha - Amman . 


N.B. Closing day for applications is Thursday 27th of January. 
1994 . candidates should bring C V and documents . 


pension was seen as an object 
lesson, as Fox. one of the 
bureau's highest-ranking offi- 
cials. was due to retire in Janu- 
ary. But the prosecution does 
not — cannot — deny that for 
months on end it was the 
source of inflammatory leaks 


about “Islamic terrorism.” 

It is not clear whether Mr. 
Salem's apparent implication 
in the bombing could aid the 
four defendants in the current 
WTC case. Unlike the con- 
spiracy defendants, who say 
they were entrapped by Mr. 


Salem, the four men of A 
descent who are now on 
insist they did nor bomb 
WTC. Defence attorneys, 
have not yet begun to pre 
their case, have declined' 
discuss their strategy — Midi 
East International. *2 
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HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
I.F.B. NO. APC/39-8-A 

ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR 

THE SUPPLY OF A WORKBOAT 


m 


The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan invited 
suppliers interested in tendering for the supply of a workboat for th£ 
servicing of dredgers employed on removal of the salt reefs 3 JR 
mushrooms to apply for tender documents to APC’s head office at thq 
address shown below. The cost for each copy of the tender documents 
is (JD 40) non-refundable. -r 

Mr. Issa Gammoh Fax No.: 962-3-3771 30/slte 

Projects Manager : 962-6-674416/Amman H.Q. 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., 

P-OJSox 1470 Tel. No.ffi65116 or 03 - 377121/slte 

Amman, Jordan :666165/6, Amman 

Submission of tenders shall be not later than 12:00 noon, March Stll^* 168 
1994. Tender should be submitted in three (3) copies, one markeG 
original, each submission shall consist of two (2) separate parts, on i 
technical and the other commercial. 

Managing Directof- 
The Arab Potash Company Ltd; 
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HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
I.F.B. NO. APC/39-8-B 

ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR a 

THE SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND COMMISSIONING 
OF HIGH DENSITY POLYETHELENE PIPELINE - 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman*. 
Jordan invites supply companies interested in tenderl- 
ing for the supply installation and commissioning 
one thousand (1000) metres of 14 inch intern 
diametre high density polyethylene pipeline, to apph 
for tender documents to APC’s head office at th i 
address shown below. The cost for each copy of th< 
tender documents is JD(30) non-refundable. 


■Opm 
Opm 

i Hotel] 




Fax No.: 962-3-377130/site 

: 962-6-674416/Amman H.C 

Tel. No.:665116 or 03 377121/sfte 
: $66165/6/ Amman 


Mr. Issa Gammoh 
Projects Manager 
The Arab Potash Co. LtcL, 

P.0.BOX 1470 
Amman, Jordan 

Submission of tenders shall be not later than 12:00 noor 
March 5th, 1994. 

Tender should be submitted in three copies, one marker 
original and should each consist of two (2) sections, oni 
technical and the other commercial. 

Managing Directo 
Arab Potash Company Ltd, 
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Jugoslavia unveils 
ew ‘super dinar’ 


Cha^RADE (R) — The 
MA r ^ Bank of Yugoslavia 
ftnveiled new “super di- 
Diri ^banknotes intended to 

• MO 4 “^rnerstone of an 

Kimic recovery plan de- 
Edittd to combat raging hyper- 

. : GE^ 11 - 

1$ new dinar notes, which 
£tf|Onties say are backed by 
j| ort Jind hard currency and 
_ store freely convertible, 
jnto circulation Monday. 
Xe/^osiavia’s economy has 
T^/Odevastated by economic 
“ ie “Hbns and the cost of sup- 

• Facing war in neighbouring 
~ i ia. Inflation soared to an 
i nested annual rate of one 

■ SubMQ peT cent in 1993. 

- Jon jcenfral Belgrade Satur- 
uiousands of hungry peo- 
1 jtieued in freezing temper- 

R ti for free bread banded 
tty a humanitarian orga- 
ion allied to one of the 
i opposition political par- 

* National Bank said it 
.ySA issuing one, five and 10 
"resnf notes, together with a 
^hle dinar coin and a 10 para 

B '-'ne dinar bas been di- 
n 100 paras, a sub- 
that existed until 1991, 
ging inflation rendered 
ingless. 

inar notes, with values 
1 million even after IS 
have been removed in 
Sideqpjnations since 1st Octo- 
awl nrfll circulate alongside the 
1*1 currency for an interim 
.. d of three months but will 
tnne >e convertible, 
align remains to be seen 
effecber the new dinars will 
JH?ed in braking inflation as 
.nonetary authorities hope 
- an nbether the familiar giddy 
: mem win 

emerge once again. 


*ftudi-U.S. venture gets 
™ 13m fiber deal 


d^lAMA (R) — A joint 
sealih American venture has 
fuuli an 800-million-riyal 
million) contract to 
a new fibre plant in Saudi 
re * n ^. officials said Saturday, 
ago. ^official at the Saudi Ara- 
St&asic Industries Corpora- 
S vr jfSABIC) said the Saudi 
■ J“lan Bechtel Company 
SH1 ^4 build the pldnt at the 
fruiKca industrial port city of 
J30. b - 

ncstc °® aa * tQ ld Reuters by 
t"~~»one from Riyadh that 
^^nel's London operation 
gmei aa as the project's man- 
dead contractor. Zammer 
yjof Germany designed all 
,^^olant*s equipment, he 


Hnsta Arabian Bechtel Com- 
altecs a joint venture between 
of the United States 
Saudi partner. 

*BIC said a new firm — 
CO^krabian Industrial Fiber 
the >any. short-named Ibn 
turpi — had been formed to 
■dggr e 'be plant which will 
jce polyester fibre, fila- 
m0 ®.. textile chips and 
expc 

com 


polyethylene terephalate bot- 
tle resin. 

“The Saudi Arabian com- 
pany is responsible for con- 
struction of the new plant, and 
SABIC has licensed the pro- 
cess technology from Zam- 
mer." a SABIC statement 
said. 

_ SABIC. the Saudi Arabian 
‘ industrial conglomerate, holds 
a 51 per cent slake in the new 
company and other Saudi and 
Gulf Arab firms own the re- 
maining 49 per cent. 

It will be Saudi Arabia's first 
pojyester plant and will be 
built dose to another SABIC 
affiliate, the Saudi Yanbu Pet- 
rochemical Company (Yanbet) 
which will provide feedstock. 

Yanbet is a 50-50 SABIC 
joint venture with Mobil Yan- 
bu Petrochemical Company 
Inc., a subsidiary of Mobil Oil 
Company. 

SABIC's Vice-Chairman 
Ibrahim Bin Abdullah Bin 
Salameh said the new plant 
was set up in Yanbu to help get 
its major feedstocks of ethelen 
glycotl from Yanbet . 
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Russia seen lurching back to Soviet-style economy 

8®=" ... ...in, Wsctmn MVHL 


The backbone of the new 
economic programme is au- 
sterity and reduced public 
spending. 

• It requires backing by all 
parties and trade unions, but 
analysts predict the necessary 
broad backing will never 
materialise because the Ser- 
bian political scene is deeply 
split among various opposition 
groups. 

The architect of tthe econo- 
mic recovery programme, dra- 
goslav Avramovic, a former 
World Bank official who bas 
been tipped as the new Nation- 
al Bank chief, said last week: 

“I hope that we will be 
successful in by and large stop- 
ping the inflation because 
there will be no printing of the 
old dinar and whatever is 
printed of the new dinar will be 
convertible currency.” 

“We hope all the stocks (of 
food and goods) which exist 
will come to the market fairly 
quickly and. I hate giving a 
date, but if there is any sense in 
these numbers, it should be 
stabilised fairiy quickly,” he 
asserted. 

The need for economic sta- 
bility in Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro — the remaining re- 
publics of the Yugoslav federa- 
tion — has become increasing- 
ly pressing as monthly wages 
and pensions have shrunk in 
value to as low as one Deuts- 
chemark (60 cents). 

In recent weeks, the old 
dinar bas been virtually 
ignored, with prices in all but 
poorly stocked state shops ex- 
pressed in marks, the favoured 
currency in a country which 
has sent thousands of “guest 
workers” to Germany. 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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MOSCOW (R) — Russia may 
lurch back to Soviet-style eco- 
nomic controls under a troika 
of industrialists who favour 
ce .itral planning, price controls 
ar d even a fixed exchange 
rax, Russian and Western eco- 
nomists warned Monday. 

“I fear it'll be like the good 
i*!d days with lots of slogans 
about boosting production and 
the virtues of central plan- 
ning,” said Andrei Illarianov, 
deputy head of the libera! Gov- 
ernment Centre for Economic 
Reforms. 

“The government will print 
money to pay for increased 
budget handouts. We will see a 
soaring budget deficit. Infla- 
tion will rise and the rouble 
will fall,” he told Reuters. 

“Eventually, the govern- 
ment will be forced to impose 
price controls and even a fixed 
exchange rate. We will see the 
typical elements of a Soviet- 
style economic system,” he 
pointed out. 

Economists painted a pic- 
ture of gloom after the Gov- 
ernment Centre for Economic 
Analysis reported a jump in 
inflation to 16.2 per cent in the 
first 18 days of January from a 
15-month low of 12 per cent for 


the whole of December. 

Mr. Illarionov said the cen- 
tral bank bad been instructed by 
the government to print 17 
trillion roubles ($11.6 billion) 
m the first quarter of 1994 
compared to an initial seven 
trillion. 

The money would be used to 
fund government spending in 
the form of higher state sub- 
sidies and cheap loans to agri- 
culture. 

Banks said January inflation 
was likely to rise to more than 
20 per cent on tax monetary 
policies, which will inevitably 
push the rouble further down 
against the dollar. 

The Russian currency fell 
nearly 25 per cent against the 
dollar so far this month. Most 
of the fall was in the last week 
after reform flagbearers Boris 
Fyodorov and Yegor Gaidar 
quit the government. 

The Harvard professor who 
Friday quit as Boris Yeltsin's 
economic adviser said the head 
of the IMF should resign for 
failing to give the Russian pres- 
ident the cash to fiend off the 
• election of a reactionary gov- 
ernment. 

In a New York Times article 
published in the International 


Herald Tribune Monday, Jef- 
frey Sacha said the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
which coordinates aid to Mos- 
cow, had “like any long- stand- 
ing monopoly ... grown arro- 
gant, self-protective and slop- 
py” 

The Russian Central Bank 
says it will support the rouble, 
but senior Western bankers say 
it is already debating bringing 
in a fixed exchange rate which 
could produce a flourishing 
black market. 

Economists and bankers ex- 
pect a spending-minded, con- 
servative cabinet to relax purse 
strings for industries. 

“There is no one left in 
Russia to pursue radical re- 
forms,” said dealer Alexander 
Chernykh with Credit Moscow 
Bank. 

At the helm of the economy 
be Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, in charge of 
the oil and gas industry in 
Soviet days, and his proteges 
First Deputy Premier Oleg 
Soskovets and central bank 
boss Viktor Gerashchenko, 
economists said. 

“Lobbies have taken over 
the government," Swedish 
economist Anders Aslund, a 


former adviser to Yeltsin’s 
government, told Reuters by 
telephone. 

“These people represent the 
lobbies of agriculture, energy 
and the metallurgical complc,:. 
They are robbing the people. 
They want to print as much 
money as possible because 
they are making their own liv- 
ing on this,” he said. “This is a 
recipe for financial disaster.” 

Particularly alarming to 
Western economists were high- 
er spending plans announced 
over the weekend by Alexan- 
der Zaveryukha, a senior 
minister in charge of agricul- 
ture. 

Mr. Zaveryukha promised a 
support package for farmers to 
restrict this year's output fall to 
no more than six per cent. It 
could cost up to 14 trillion 
roubles (S9.J billion). 

By comparison, the finance 
ministry's targeted deficit for 
the whole of last year was 17 
trillion roubles (then worth 
$14.5 billion) or 10 per cent of 
gross national product. 

“All government policies so 
far point to higheT inflation 
and budget deficit. There 
could be a tendency to resort 
to state controls on prices.” 


Chaos accompanies CFA devaluation 


ABIDJAN (R) — Devaluation 
of the CFA franc has brought 
chaos to Africa’s CFA zone 
where governments have 
issued contradictory edicts on 
prices, banks have given wrong 
rates and labour discontent is 
on the rise. 

Hie success or failure of the 
50 per cent devaluation, which 
came into effect on Jan. 12, 
will largely be decided in Ivory 
Coast, the dominant economy 
of the 13 mainland African 
states in the CFA zone. 

“The decision to devalue the 
CFA franc has been taken. 
Now what we need is a serious 
team of competent workers 
capable of managing it,” the 
weekly Le Patriote said. “If 
the government does not man- 
age this phenomenon. Ivory 
Coast will descend into chaos , 
a state into which it is sliding in 
any case.” 

• Devaluation came four 


weeks after a new cabinet was 
formed following the death of 
president Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny. though Prime Minister 
Daniel Kabian Duncan has 
retained overall charge of the 
finance portfolio. 

“The key is for the govern- 
ment to sound like they know 
what they're doing to avoid 
panic,” one economist com- 
mented. 

The pro-opposition Fesaci 
labour organisation said 
Wednesday it would organise a 
mass meeting of all the coun- 
try’s unions on Jan. 30. 

In Cameroon, civil servants 
are already reeling from a 50 
per cent pay cut announced 
two months ago. 

In Benin, eight main union 
organisations set up a devalua- 
tion crisis committee and de- 
nounced President Nicephore 
Soglo for not taking immediate 
steps to control this effects. 


Teams from the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund and World 
Bank are doing the rounds of 
CFA countries to discuss new 
economic programmes and 
offer guidance. 

Confusion surrounded the 
amount of the devaluation. 
The CFA halved in value to be 
worth 100 to one French franc 
from 50, a rate it had been 
fixed at since 1948. 

Banks in Yaounde, capital 
of Cameroon, began by offer- 
ing 75 CFA to the French 
franc, however. 

Traders were also confused. 

More confusion came when 
the Ivorian government on 
Jan. 12 froze prices of 34 basic 
items, then two days later 
raised two of the main essen- 
tials, rice and petrol. 

Ivory Coast's Commerce 
Minister Ferdinand Kacou 
Angora has cancelled three 
news conferences without ex- 


planation. 

In Cameroon, the chaos was 
far worse. On Thursday night, 
the government cancelled four 
decress published the previous 
day increasing prices of sugar, 
flour, bread and pharmaceutic- 
al products by 63 tO 84 per 
cent. 

On Saturday, the govern- 
ment announced a six-month 
freeze in the prices for flour, 
bread, sugar, pharmaceutical 
products, school books and 
palm oil. 

It repealed a decree signed 
on Jan. 14 introducing price 
control for all goods and 
serivees. 

However vendors in 
Yaounde's main markets were 
selling sugar at 450 CFA Satur- 
day instead of 275. Pharmacies 
throughout the country either 
raised prices by 75 per cent or 
ceased trading. 


Japan’s motor vehicle output falls 10.2% 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
production of motor vehicles in 
1993 feD 10.2 per cent from the 
previous year to 11.23 million 
units, the sharpest decline 
since 1974 when output fell 7.5 
per cent. Bnt overseas output 
expanded, an industry associa- 
tion said Monday. 

The decline also marked the 
first time since the end of 
World War H that annual 
motor vehicle output in Japan 
has fallen for three years in a 
row, the Japan Automobile 
Manufacturers Association 
said. 

An association official attri- 
buted the decline to a 7.1 per 
cent fall in domestic demand 
and an estimated 11 per cent 
drop in exports, as well as 
growing overseas production. 


The official said the 1993 
figure for overall overseas pro- 
duction by Japanese automak- 
ers was not available, but that 
their output in the United 
States rose 8.3 per cent from 
1992 to 1.827,802 units in 1993. 

Overall overseas output 
totaled 2.797,570 units in 1992, 
up 6.5 per cent from 1991, 
according to the association. 

Last year, production of cars 
in Japan fell 9.4 per cent from 
the previous year to 8.497,094 
units for three straight years of 
decline, while domestic truck 
output fell 12.6 per cent to 
2,682.377 units for five con- 
secutive years of decline. 

Output of bases in Japan fell 
7.6 per cent to 48.074 units. 

In December alone, motor 
vehicle output in Japan 


plangecT 18.3 per cent appreciSffon ^Y the yen against 

966.475 units, the sharpest fall foreign currencies” for. .the ex-' 

since June 1974 when output port slump, 
fell 19.3 per cent, marking the n „,. 

15th successive year-on-year rc ’ 

fajj ported double-digit increases 

It was also the first time in 19 ?I° dUCe< l OV !!?S? S 

years that a double-digit de- **7 contini,e ^ thc 

dine continued for four ?™ duc *° n . hoTn 

months in a row, the assotia- f? 5an . whcre f ^apid nse m 
don said. Ac val P? . of thc y en has h,t 

Motorcycle production in °°inpcntivity. 

Japan in 1993 meanwhile fell Toyota Motor Corp., said 


5.4 per cent from the previous domestic sales fell 7.4 per cent 
year to 3.023,154 units, down to 2.065,687 units, represent- 
for the first time in four years, ing a 31.9 per cent share of the 
in December alone, motorcy- Japanese market, down 0.2 per 


de output fell 16.1 per cent 
from a year earlier to 221,652 
units for the ninth successive 
dedine. 

Nissan blamed the “worl- 
dwide sluggish economy and 


cent point from the previous 
.year. 

Car sales fell by 6.6 per cent 
about 1.4 million units and 
sales of trucks and buses fell by 
9.5 per cent to 592.643, 
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ytirf a senior Western econom- 
ist. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin last week 
forecast monthly inflation of 
eight or nine per cent by the 
end of 1994, way above a five 
per cent target agreed with the 
International Monetary Fund. 

But not all was gloom and 
doom. 

“The Russian economy to- 
day is controlled by Russian 
businessmen,” said a Western 
businessman. “There are 
enough energetic businessmen 
around to make sure reforms 
continue.” 

“Russian businessmen are 
ruthless. They won’t allow the 
government stop them getting 
richer. If government ministers 
start talking about things like 
renationalisation, they would 
be shot by the mafia in days.” 

Meanwhile, Russia Monday 
reported a $14.68 billion trade 
surplus in 1993, up from $534 
billion in 1992, but the figure 
was far below earlier estimates 
and Western economists said it 
could be grossly exaggerated. 

Interfax news agency said 
that 1993 fell by more than $4 
billion to $31.23 billion while 
exports rose $5.3 billion to 
45.91 billion. 


But senior Western ecoaqn. 
•ists in Moscow said cross, 
checking with Russian trade 
partners by the International 
Monetary Fund showed a trade 
surplus of about $5 billion tog? 
billion for 1993. The govern; 
meat had earlier forecast a 
surplus of $20 billion. 

“The trade surplus for l993 
was grossly exaggerated,” said 
a senior Western economist.” 
The IMF cross-checked with 
official statistics provided by 
Russian trade partners. We.'re 
talking about a trade surplus of 
no more than $5-7 billion.r 
The study said Russian 1993 
imports could have been as 
much as $35 billion. _ - 
The economists said import 
taxes imposed by the govern^ 
ment last year encouraged im- 
porters not to report transac- 
tions, many of which were car-- 
ried out by private individuals 
shipping small volumes of con- 
sumer goods across poorly con- 
trolled frontiers. 

Central bank officials also 
reported a surge in imports late 
last year that had not beoi 
fully reported. 

Trade figures did notTefltct 
changes in the rouble-dpllar 
exchange rate. 


China and Sudan ; 
plan to set up bank 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan and China have signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding to set up a joint bank, a Khartoum 
newspaper said Monday. The government-owned A1 Sudan A1 
Hadith (modern Sudan) said the $100 million capital bank would 
support joint projects, especially assembly plants, qQ prospection, 
mining, industry, agriculture and commerce. It said Sudanese and 
Chinese banks and companies would provide the bank's capital 
Saaed Osman Mahjoub, chairman and general manager of El 
Nilein Industrial Development Bank, signed the memorandum 
for Sudan Sunday, the newspaper said. Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen visited Sudan last week and discussed bilateral 
cooperation. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JANUARY 25, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be 
alert to a new means by which 
you can impress others with vour 
ability and construct a plan of 
action that will add to your in- 
come in the future without 
changing the mainstream of your 
current life. 

ARIES*. (March 21 to April 19) 
'Important you handle all person- 


steer clear of both to keep from 
getting in the middle of some 
problem situation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You are tempted to go 
off on some tangent this morn- 
ing. which would be unwise. Get 
tasks completed instead and then 
the rest of the day and evening 
cap be with interesting friends 


al and confidential matters wisely. L for diversion. ^. . . 

this morning. Don't leave any- SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
thing. to chaiicc. Be gay . cheerful November 21) It is much wiser to 
and kind. handle imnartant financial affairs 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Be sure to come to a better 
understanding with those to 
whom money matters are of 
prime importance, preferable in 
the morning. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be absolutely ethical and precise 
this morning with regard (o any 
public affairs or duties that are 
yours so you will have respect by 
bigwigs. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) While new outlets or 
ideas may not work out ideally 
with present setup and associates 
this morning, be patient and 
allow enough time for adjust- 
ments. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Morning is not good for adding 
to present obligations, which, 
already are numerous. Tonight is 
excellent, however, for taking 
steps that will lead to greater 
abundance as well as popularity. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Morning may find associ- 
ates and close lies disagreeing on 
practical matters, so be sure to 


November 2V ) It is much wiser to 
handle important financial affairs 
during the morning although you 
are tempted to go off to some 
new interest. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You find that 
almost anything you set your 
mind to can be accomplished 
today, with exception of any- 
thing with family, since they are 
not ideally attuned to you at this 
time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Letters or messages 
you receive in the morning may 
not be vfery encouraging or help 
to relieve present worries, but 
Che latter pan of the day and 
evening bring a higher-up to yonr 
assistance. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19} Morning is best for 
any handling of finances as well 
as knowing what close ties re- 
quire of you. but don't let one 
interfere with the other. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Do nothing that will disrurba 
highcr-up or there can be trouble 
later on. Be certain to carry 
through along standard methods 
instead. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Melvin Komuorthy 


ACROSS 
I Cop fOftOWBT? 

5 ZWvago’s to*« 

9 "Gtvamfl — 

M First k&w 

15 Saovd linage 

16 Painter Edouard 

17 O’NtoS opus 

20 Pan of GAO 

21 Roygl title 


24 Fleur -<J« — 

28 Neiffler's 
partner 

27 Merrill of movies 

28 — non grata 

32 Osmonds 

33 AcMng 

34 Indian 

38 Dtgndanes from 
out qI town 
*2 Perfume 

43SKtokJcfc 

44 Conneetor 

45 Biceps ana 


48 Lite stones, for 
Short 

4 9 — Cruces 
52 Pair 
53- UM 

54 Fiownal dog 
S6Aoan»tngtffing 

60 Lloyd Dougiag 
We 

65 King el Judea 

66 Cotesgue 

67 Canton's state 

68 Boredom 

69 KMer ano honey 

70 Promise 


am am 5S555 

«ss SK s s "SB 

■■■■ "aaa lBa 

3BM1 J||H 

SsKEiaa 


tty , in Mu, j 


t Roy pan 

2 Scrooge word 

3 Prevaricate 
* Riddle 

5 Legal claim 

6 Top 

7 Stadium sound 

8 Written 
history 

9 — . a mas, a mat 
tQ Some actors 

11 — # rmQon 
(rarity) 

12 Pans subway 


13 Flammable 
liquid 

18 Passing tirade 

HLswfuf MUM 
23 of 

rooms.-" 

. 25 Night sound 
77 Prima dorm* 

28 Luau serving 

29 Sea eagle 


3i Peer Gynrs 
ftwthnr 

33 Pompom wah 

35 Forcefully 

36 Columbus’ 

town 

37 Concludes 

38 "—Woman" 
*0 For shame! 
ji pogtags. e.g. 
46 LOOt 

*7 Chat 
46 Take, as a 
loan 

48 Shaping loot 


Y eiter day's Puzzle Solved: 


HHSS RDnnia nnnR 

rannn 

nran n S5£l§ nR rannn 
rinnn nonnn 
^pinunnnn 
rann 

finciDH nnnn 

nnn nnnn nnrinn 

QRiraHOFS 

nniinn nnrin 

nnrin nun 

n"S fSF 


50 Pale 

51 Severe 
S3 Ms Wes: 

55 — ben Adhem 
57 Mosaic piece 

W Ail 


59 — and 
wherefores 

61 — Amin 

62 Electrical u 

63 Publicize 

64 Drowse 
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Arab Gulf countries begin steps to link stock markets 

tBF "■ > kocMt nn n (ieduU 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Weal- 
thy Arab Gulf states have be- 
gun steps to link their burgeon- 
ing stock markets as part of an 
agreement to integrate their 
oil-dependent economies, offi- 
cial Gulf sources have said. 

Economy and trade minis- 
ters of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
have set up a committee to 
follow up the project, which is 


essential for the creation of a 
common Gulf market, the 
sources said. 

“The committee, which 
groups officials from the eco- 
-nomy and trade ministries in 
member states, met in Riyadh 
two weeks ago to chalk out an 
action plan for the coming 
period," a United Arab Em?, 
rates (UAE) -trade ministry 
source said. 
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ARM RIUCK 

JORDAN MATrOMAL RANK 
MM OP JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST laVESUOUT BASK. 

jmXJJWIAL BEVELOPKENT BANE 

THE aOPSIMO BANK 

JORDAN EtnOUT BANK 

JORDAN Star BANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANE 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

UNION BANK FOR SAVOR] A INVESTMENT 

BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 6 FINANCE SANE 
SETT ELKXL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOB B005IKG 
MON BAKE FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

JORDAN TOURISM 4 SPA COMPLEX 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

PETRA tKTKPRXSES 4 EQUIPMENTS LEASING 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING C EN TE R 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALBA 'I 

UNITE D MIDD LE EAST t COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB HIT 83 1. FOR INVESTMENT 4 EDUCATION 

ATTANQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFIKAHY 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC IND05TRIBS 

JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN PAPER 4 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

SPINNING 4 WEAVING 

JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

OAR AL DAKA DEVELOPMENT 4 INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT 4 XITEIQJ AT ZONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUKTWTm THDUSTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING 4 TRADING 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEMZCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 4 MATCH/JIHCO 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL CABLE 4 WIRE MA N UFA CTUR ING 

JORDAN SULPHO— CHEMICALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. 4 OOMICALS 

JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR ACM- t FOOD PRfiO. 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
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Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

0.7060 
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Bahraini Dinar 

1.8530 

7. £700 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.040 575 
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Saudi Rival 
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0 . 1888 

Kuwaiti Dinar 
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0.1926 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 
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I.S270 

UAE Dirham 
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0.1926 

Greek Drachma' 

0.2685 

0.3175 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3275 

1.3745 


“It will meet again after 
visiting all members to prepare 
a report on the stock markets 
and present it to the minis- 
ters.'’ 

GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the UAE — agreed 
to Hnk their stock exchanges 
under an accord they signed a 
year after they set up their 
political, defence and econo- 
mic alliance in 1981. 

The .accord also stipulated 
unification of customs tariffs 
on foreign imports, facilitating 
movement of trade and indi- 
viduals, aligning their curren- 
cies and allowing them to open 
bank branches in any member. 
The agreement must even- 
tually lead to a common Gulf 
market, for which they have 
set the year 2000 as a deadline. 
But economists doubt suefaa 
market would see light on time 
as the pace of integration has 
remained slow and differences 
persisted among member 
states. 

Such differences have hin- 
dered currency alignment as 


some members are opposed to 
delinking their notes from the 
U.S. dollar while others want 
their currencies pegged to a 
basket of currencies to offset 
any fluctuations. 

Customs tariffs also re- 
mained widely varied while 
only three members — 
Kuwait, Bahrain and Oman — 
have partially implemented a 
GCC summit decision to open 
their stock marlcts to citizens 
from all members. 

Other obstacles include dis- 
pa rties in .corporate; laws in the 
GCC and the absence of official 
floors in Qatar and the UAE. 
Saudi Arabia, the world's lead- 
ing oil producer, also has no 
formal exchange but share 
dealing is carried out through 
the most advanced bank net- 
work in the Middle East. 

The UAE daily Ai Khaleej 
said the GCC stocks commit- 
tee discussed development of 
markets in member states and 
establishment of floors in the 
remaining members as a pre- 
lude for merging their markets. 

“The committee agreed on 


the need for finding contact 
channels between stock mar- 
kets in the GCC by mutual 
listing of trading institutions so 
all citizens mil have an access 
to shares," it said. 

It said the committee also 
agreed to work for activating 
regional markets by setting up 
investment funds, brokerage 
houses, settlement centres, 
consultancy and investment 
services companies and other 
relevant bodies. 

It said the participants urged 
member states to encourage 
market-makers, which play a 
key role in boosting activity by 
creating investment portfolios 
in the market and issuing 
shares. 

“GCC stock markets could 
sharply grow if they open up to ' 
each other and adopt techni- 
ques followed in world mar- 
kets," said Zuhair Kaswani, a 
leading UAE stock broker. 
"But this will take time as 
dealing is still primitive." 

More than 350 banks and 
companies trade their shares in 
the GCC but turnover has re- 


mained as low as $ 10-520 mil- 
lion a day. This is because 
speculation is almost absent 
and less than 10 per cent of the 
shares are traded due to large 
ownership by governments and 
institutions which do not trade. 

Dealers recently said that 
Gulf stock markets began the 
new year with hectic activity 
after most of them registered 
record turnover in 1993 due to 
an economic upswing in the 
region. 

Although low oil prices have 
forced some members of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) to slash 1994 
spending. Demand for shares 
was high in most markets as 
trading institutions expect bet- 
ter results, they said. 

"Demand for shares of all 
trading institutions in the UAE 
continued to rise in 1994 due to 
expectations of better perform- 
ance by most of them,” said 
Mr. Kaswani. 

"There is hectic activity in 
the market similar to that dur- 
ing the last two months of 
1993, when the market re- 


corded the highest level of 
dealing," he pointed out. 

Around 40 banks and com- 
panies trade their shares in the 
UAE and the high demand 
pushed the unofficial stock in- 
dex to 2,040.26 on Saturday 
from 2,025.36 on Jan. 1. Mar- 
ket capitalisation of the 22 
institutions tracked by the in- 
dex peaked at 37 billion 
dirhams ($10.08 billion). 

The UAE, a key OPEC oil 
producer, has no official ex- 
change but decided last week 
to yield to local calls for open- 
ing a floor. Dealing is con- 
ducted by telephone through 
authorised brokers and share 
movements are tracked by the 
1,000 index set up in 1989 by 
the National Bank of Abu 
Dhabi. 

“Activity in the Saudi mar- 
ket has also remained high as 
investors expea good results 
by banks and companies' 
there," Mr. Kaswani said. 

Most banks and companies 
in the Gulf have not released 
their 1993 balance sheet and 
forecasts about their perform- 


ance were based on a dedinein 
interest rates on deposits and® 
business upturn caused by 
higher government spending. 

The upturn boosted turnov- 
er in Saudi Arabia to a record 
level of $4.67 billion in 1993 
from $3.65 billion in 1992 and 
$2.26 billion in 1991. The num- 
ber of shares traded there also 
jumped by 71 per cent to mar- 
ly 60 million from 35 million 
shares, according to dealers. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oil producer and exporter, 
'does not have a formal ex- 
change after it was shut under 
religious pressure -■ ’ "" 

Other GCC members re- 
ported busier stock markets 
and dealers said low interest 
rates was another factor for the 
growing activity. 

In its weekly report Satur- 
day, Bahrain’s official stock 
market said the number of 
traded shares soared by 33 per 
cent to around 8.3 million over 
the previous week while their 
value jumped by 36 per cent to 
around 2.8 milliou Bahraini 
dinais ($7.28 million). 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AM FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES A NO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AfffIN KAIMAR J.SONS 

wtil. 604^76 6ft*696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


THE 

■ja) - 

' RESTAURANT •' 


The only Restaurant that 
Offers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under une roof 




luriito 


flot.O.Tel 
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Simply The Best 

Value in Amman J&bal Amman 

AxturdB 

■ iti i 



Every nighl with live music 

"And vou can dance too II! " 


Jjy ijSia (jjill pjdat 1 

Jjj J 1_44— Jjj 4J. 

LiLU ^'jt-*** 



Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand Hotel Style ! 

The Classiest 

Of The 

Classiest ! 


DISCOUNT 

DAYS 

Tuesdays & 
Fridays 

- 20% Ybur F Billl 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS I 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCK.S 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE ; 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT' 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN ; T 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 ; 

PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 







Tut-jw 0 Club 

Restaurant 


I Cheers Cafe' I 

I Hamburgers & Pizzas \ 


Sweifiyeh -.816690 


French C 


-«*e. 

waft. 


uidine 


Lrinch & Dinner 
7 days a week 
Tel.' 680093/4 Fax. 823864 LJ 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 



► THE 
ATMOSPHERE 
CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

OpwolgMyFrMiSJOPiltolMAJi 
Enapt Sunday ftom4 JO PJI lo3J0 AH 
TuBadsy Clo — d 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmetsani 


/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Streei. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoliaQ Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Teh 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

s. 6:3U- Midnight y 


9* ^ & JT 



p. • 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


-II bUill 

* 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
tram al great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ol China. 
P itpred by mt 
CWksc ckb 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 

T4c «w«j KTTfcH 

jabal Al Hussein 
MWsfty d Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 

lie 




SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Otinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

) OpoiUJO-lJOA&W-HidiiislK ( 

Take away Is available 

Shat Al-Arab Streei 
Um Uthainatt Commercial Centre 

TeL: 881174 

e ^CncclinUd AhMatfT Lci /cd 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

Isl Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away li available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 630968 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft ft Alcoholic Drinks. 

Also 



AtNcfirtaCoBwIn 

SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make you 
a steady , we believe!!! 


\ 1 S N J 


Qeslauranl & Tapas 




■ Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 


Tel. 61 50 61 



M 

am. 

r>TE r- c e vn v £ .vui 
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The Best In 
Indian Cuisine. 


I3u6 ( 'ham 


Orn\ For Lunch & Dinnt.r 
For reservations coll 641361 




Daily Lunch 

Set 


-.NIGHTLY 

Mne Bfeing 
and 

Live Music 


Parole 


Abdoun - Jordan Supermarket BLDG, 
'.^nd floor Tel: 824677 



nr jAmM 

M*/ / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mstmmm 

Special Executive Luncheon* 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 .659520 



JLONDON (R) — Following are the buying mid selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold agamst the doD f^V n ^^'J n 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


0.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3104/14 

1.7530/40 

1.9635/45 

1.4682/92 

36.50/54 

5.9482/32 

1706.3/7.8 

112.05/15 

8.0677/77 

7.5320/70 

6.8040/90 

$1.4915/25 

$381.40/381. 


Canadian dollar 
Dcutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Swelfieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



•ES 699-420 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sizt 30% larger 

* Free enlargm- 
oMirt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-J 
"Satellite T.V. Reception" , 


IIAIMITEL 


Amnan - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Si Restaurant 1/lHtfi 
An ftrtistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

• RESTAURANT 


R E S T A U R A 
JABAL MOWN MUST ORCLE 
OPPOSITE THE IRAQI EMBASSY TEt_ VS*M 


pallah 



TEL 827082 - 815071 
. S27736 - 820236 


KLM 


FYOTTP 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 


/Sf iff. 
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U.K. general assumes troubled 
U.N. command in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.N. peacekeepers in Bosnia 
got a new commander Mon- 
day, and the head of all U.N. 
troops in former Yugoslavia 
demanded once again that his 
forces be allowed to call in air 
strikes. 

Lt.-Gen. Sir Michael Rose 
of Britain assumed command 
from Lt.-Gen. Francis Bri- 
quemont of Belgium Monday. 
The 53-year-old Briton former- 
ly headed the elite Special Air 
Service (SAS) commandos and 
led SAS regiments during the 
American embassy siege crisis 
in Iran and the Falklands War 
with Argentina. 

Gen. Briquemont is leaving 
his post early after criticising 
U.N.operations in Bosnia. 

Asked whether he bad been 
brought In to organise the 
withdrawal of U.N. forces 
from Bosnia, Gen. Rose re- 
plied: “That is not a part of our 
intentions at the moment." He 
did not elaborate. 

In a separate development, 
the United Nations evacuated 
six gravely ill people Monday, 
including two brothers wound- 
ed in a weekend mortar attack, 
despite Bosnian Serbs' efforts 
to block them. 

Gen. Jean Cot. the comman- 
der of U.N. forces in former 
Yugoslavia, commended Gen. 
Briquemont, 58, for six months 
of “tireless" service. 

“We must succeed because it 
seems to me impossible for 
those who are waging this war 
not to realise that they have 
crossed the threshold of sanity 


in a civilised land," he told 
Gen. Rose during the change- 
of-command ceremony. “The 
survival of their peoples is at 
stake and beyond them, the 
future of the whole of 
Europe." 

But Gen. Cot, who is also 
leaving his post early, left open 
the future of the peacekeepers 
in Bosnia. 

“1 cannot see how it’s possi- 
ble that we could leave this 
land before the end of the 
winter," Gen. Cot said. “But if 
after the winter people are 
determined that they will not 
have peace, that they want 
war, then we shall see." 

In a brief press conference 
afterward. Gen. Cot denied 
that his and Gen. Bri- 
quemont's departures symbol- 
ised “a failed policy." 

But he acknowledged prob- 
lems with U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali, who 
has refused to authorise Gen. 
Cot to call in air strikes 
Bosnian Serb positions. 


on 


"The problem is very sim- 
ple. In case of a massive attack 
against the safe areas of any- 
where else, the only means 
that we have of reacting 
against this, of reacting im- 
mediately, is dose air sup- 
port," Gen- Cot said, speaking 
through an interpreter. “Im- 
mediately means three mi- 
nutes. That would be perfect. 
Half an hour would be nice. 
But it's certainly not more than 
that.” 

Gen. Rose said he agreed 


with Gen. Cot on “the right of 
immediate response." but 
again did not elaborate. 

However, he and Gen. Bri~ 
auemont differed on whether 
they had enough troops for the 
U.N. mandate. 

“My first briefing... indi- 
cates to me that we do have the 
resources that we need in this 
country, certainly to assist 
properly with the aid con- 
voys,” Gen. Rose said. 

But Gen. Briquemont, 
asked to comment, said: “I 
don't know how many times I 
shall have to repeat that we do 
not have enough means, both 
in Croatia and in Bosnia.” 

He estimated three million 
Bosnians need U.N. aid to 
survive this winter as the re- 
public’s civil war drags into its 
21st month. Ethnic Serbs who 
rebelled against the republic's 
decision to secede from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia have 
captured 70 per cent of Bosnia, 
leaving Croats and the Muslim- 
led government to fight over 
the resL 

As the generals exchanged 
command. U.N. aid officials 
evacuated six people for 
medical treatment. The group 
included two brothers, age 11 
and 13, wounded in a mortar 
attack Saturday that killed six 
children playing in the snow. 
They were to be taken to hos- 
pitals in Bologna, Italy, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Finland. 

Dr. Ghali said in an inter- 
view published Monday that* 
the international community 


lacks the mil to use force to 
end Bosnia-Herzcgovina’s civil 
war. 

Dr. Ghali told the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune that if 
there is no will to impose a. 
solution, the U.N. can only 
negotiate, provide humanita- 
rian aid, and keep fighting 
from spreading. 

Dr. Ghali has said that be 
would ask the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
to make good on pledges to 
launch air attacks if bis military 
and political representatives on 
the ground seek them. “But 
are you sure NATO is really 
willing to use force?" Dr. Gha- 
li was quoted as asking. 

“It may be the beginning of 
an escalation, of a wider war 
that would engulf the neigh- 
bouring states, Kosovo, Mace- 
donia and the whole of the 
Balkans," he said. 

Two weeks ago, NATO 
offered air support to open the 
Tuzla Airport to humanitarian 
supplies, and to relieve the 
Canadian peacekeeping con- 
tingent at Srebrenica. The 
U.N. has made no request in 
either case. 

“This is a new and very 
specific situation," Dr. Ghali 
was quoted as saying. “That’s 
why I sent my undersecretary 
for political affairs to NATO 
for further details." 

Dr. Ghali said that he had 
“received assurances” that the 
Srebrenica impasse would be 
resolved “in the next few days. 
Tuzla is another matter." 


Lesotho 
cabinet 
hclds crisis 


session 


MASERU (R) — Lesotho's 
cabinet held a crisis session 
Monday during a lull in fighting 
between rival arm factions in 
the mountainous southern 
African kingdom, government 
sources said. 

The capital Maseru was 
tense in anticipation of re- 
newed battles but shops and 
businesses opened after initial 
hesitancy. 

The lull was holding after 
more than 12 hours, but gov- 
ernment and diplomatic 
sourcesexpected fresh clashes. 
"There is a break in the fight- 
ing, but both sides are still dug 
in and one side or the other 
will renew the attack," one 
said. 

Five soldiers have been kil- 
led since fighting began 10 days 
ago. At least two soldiers were 
killed and four civilians 
wounded Sunday when the two 
sides traded artillery and mor- 
tar fire across the outskirts of 
the city. 

The cabinet met after Prime 
Minister Ntsu Mokhehle, said 
to be in 01 health and looking 
older than his 75 years, 
appeared to have shifted his 
ground over a request for 
South African military in- 
tervention to end the crisis 
which has shaken his 10- 
morith-old government. 

The South African Foreign 
Ministry said the Lesotho gov- 
ernment had requested milit- 
ary intervention, but Mr. 
Mokhehle said through a gov- 
ernment spokesman Monday 
this was only one option being 
considered and nothing had yet 
been decided. 

The fighting involves about 
600 men from the big Makony- 
ane barracks near the interna- 
tional airport about eight 
kilometres southeast of the city 
and 150 men from a recon- 
naissance support company 
based at the Defence Force 
Headquarters barracks on the 
southern edge of the city. 

Government officials and di- 
plomats were unable to explain 
the cause of the bitter feud 
between the two sides, which 
followed demands earlier in 
the month for a 100 per cent 
pay increase and boosts in allo- 
wances. 


A paratrooper from the De- 
fence Force Barracks patroll- 
ing a ridgeline overlooking the 
city told Reuters: “We are 
fighting with each other. We 
are fighting for the benefits 
that we want. 

“At first last week we 
thought that h is for money, 
but now it is political.” 

He said the Makonyane 
troops wanted to install in 
power the main opposition 
Basotho National Party 
(BNP), derisively beaten by 
Mr. Mokhehle’s Basotho Con- 
gress Party (BCP) last March 
m the country's first multi- 
party elections in two decades. 

Diplomatic sources said 
there was no firm indication of 
BNP involvement in the crisis. 
There was also no suggestion 
that a coup was in the offing, 
they added. 


DURBAN (R) — A “war party" of 25 black gunmen shot 
t-~ jjcad five people in a black settlement in South Africa's Natal 
province, police said Monday. The five, killed late Sunday 
night, were among 12 people who died in weekend violence in 
the province, a spokesman added. The 25 gunmen, armed with 
AK-47 rifles and shotguns, raided several houses in the 
Ngoyameni rural district near Isipingo, spokesman Major Bala 
Naidoo said. The motive for the attack, in which two people 
were wounded, was not known and no arrests had been made, 
he added. Four people were lolled Saturday at Ndwedwe near 
Stanger, north of Durban, when around a group of men set 
shacks in the area alight. Police had no further details. A 
30-year-old woman was killed in Hzbberdene on the south 
coast when two men opened fire in a house Saturday night. A 
Kwazulu policeman was shot and killed in his sleep in the 
Ekuvukeni rural area near Dundee Friday night when a group 
of armed men fired several shots at him. At Ezakheni near 
Ladysmith, a 26-year-old man was killed and another wound- 
ed when a man raked a house with AK-47 bullets. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gunman wounds former head of Greek Bank 


ATHENS (R) — A gunman shot and wounded Mihalis 
Vranopoulos, former head of Greece's largest commercial 
bank, as he walked to work in central Athens Monday, police 
said. The gunman pumped four rounds from a .45 calibre 
automatic pistol into Mr. Vranopoulos as he walked along 
Solonos Street in the heart of Athens. The gunman fled into 
the rush hour traffic on a motorcycle driven by an accomplice, 
police said. Mr. Vranopoulos, chairman and managing direc- 
tor of die National Bank of G r eec e until October, was rushed 
to hospital and was in a serious condition in the operating 
room, police said. A second person, possibly accompanying 
Mr. Vranopoulos, was also wounded and had been taken to 
hospital, they said. Hie attack bore the hallmarks of the 
left-wing extremist group Nov. 17, which has killed 19 
diplomats, politicians and business leaders in Athens since 
1975, police said. 


War party* kill 5 in S. Africa 


Azeri troops reclaim territory 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Azerbaijani troops have reclaimed from 
separatist Armenians the entire northern region of Kelbajhar, 
northwest of the disputed enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, the 
Azerbaijani Defence Ministry reported Monday. The ministry 
report, cited by the Turan News Agency, said its troops 
reclaimed 12 villages seized last year and now bold several 
strategic “points that would allow it to control the main road 
leading from Kelbajhar to Agdam," east of the enclave. The 
ministry said the army destroyed or captured several tanks of 
armoured vehicles from the separatists during heavy fighting 
last week. The agency said Armenians claiming to be from a 
Russian army division based in Armenia were also taken 
prisoner. It said their capture confirmed earlier reports from 
Stepanakert that “Yerevan and Russian soldiers” were help- 
ing the separatists. The six-year conflict between the two sides 
has claimed nearly 20,000 fives. 


Dismantled warhead plutonium is dangerous 


WASHINGTON (R) — More than 100 tonnes of plutonium 
coming out of dismantled cold war nuclear weapons is 
dangerous because there is no way yet to get ride of it and no 
sure plan for keeping it away from terrorists and tiyrants, 
according to a report released Monday. The National 
Academy of Sciences rep ort urged President Bill Clinton to do 
more than he already bas to establish an international group 
with high-level leadership to deal with the problem. “None of 
the options yet identified for managing this material can 
eliminate the danger," the report said, “all they can do is 
reduce the risks.” It said argent steps are needed to safeguard 
weapons-grade plutonium as well as uranium in the former 
Soviet Union where it said Russian officials have publicly 
confirmed three thefts of uranium though none of plutonium. 


Austrian president in crisis talks 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian President Thomas Klestil, battling a 
love-affair scandal, called advisers to crisis talks Monday amid 
pressure to ditch his mistakes or resign. Mr. Klestil's wife 
Edith said at the weekend she had left her husband of 37 years 
because she felt the role of first lady bad been usurped by dose 
aide Margot Loeffler. 39. “Sue or quit." said the country's 
biggest newspaper in a banner headline urging Mr. Klestil to 
face the music. Mr. Klestil’s spokesman Heinz Nussbaumer 
was not immediately available to answer questions. An 
assistant said he was attending “a crisis meeting" at the 
presidential Hofburg Palace. The mass-circulation Neue 
Kronen Zeitungsaid Mr. Klestil, 61, owed it to his post and his 
country to answer charges that an affair with Ms. Loeffler was 
behind the breach in his marriage. “Public pie»»uic *>.. 
president is growing," said the influential tabloid. “Klestil 
must face these serious charges." His wife Edith has said “it 
would help" if Ms, Loeffler, an attractive, dark-haired 
diplomat, was givea a foreign posting. 


Ethiopian 
hijacker 
seek 
asylum 
in Rome. 


ROME (R) — An Ethiopian 
hijacker armed with a knife 
surrendered in Rome Monday 
after seizing an Ethiopian Air- 
lines plane over West Africa in 
attempt to get political asylum 
in Italy. 

Ethiopia’s ambassador to 
Italy said the hijacker, named 
by police as Mulat Getachew, 
25, told him he was a former 
officer in the Horn of Africa 
country’s armed forces. 

The man, who was dressed 
entirely in black, hijacked the 
Boeing 757 with 43 people on 
board shortly after it took off 
from Dakar, Senegal, Sunday 
night on a flight to Addis Aba- 
ba via Bamako, Mali, and 
Niamey in Niger, police said. 

He ordered the pilot to 
change course for Italy and 
gave himself up peacefully less 
than one hour after the airliner 
touched down at Rome's 
Qampino Airport at 3.37 a.m. 
(0237 GMT). Police said he 
was expected to be charged 
with air piracy. 

None of the 32 passengers, 
who were mainly Africans, or 
11 crew was hurt during the 
second such hijacking to Italy 
in less than 18 months. 

“The first we beard was when 
the captain announced that a 
man was threatening him. He 
told us we had to take another 
route because he (the hijacker) 
wanted to go to Rome,” pas- 
senger Abdoulaye Thiam. a 
Senegalese lawyer, told Reu- 
ters. 



Earthquake victims line up for breakfast at a food dbtrBmttm centre at Lanark Park, 
Northrldge, California (AFP photo) 

Los Angeles braces for more hardships 

Authorities said they made 


LOS ANGELES (R) — After 
the powerful earthquake that 
has devastated Los Angeles, 
residents braced Monday for 
further hardship as they strug- 
gled to return to work and 
rebuild their lives. 

The extent of the damages 
from last Monday's 6.6. magni- 
tude earthquake became dear- 
er Sunday when Governor 
Pete Wilson said he expected 
losses to exceed the S30 billion 
of 1992’s hurricane Andrew. 

Until the Northridge quake, 
Andrew had been the costliest 
natural disaster in U.S. his- 
tory. 

“This quake occurred... in 
the heart of a densely popu- 
lated urban area," the Repub- 
lican governor told reporters. 
“The cost will be greater. 

“It's a national problem just 
as the floods were in the mid- 
west, just as relief to the vic- 
tims of hurricane Andrew re- 
quired a national response," 
Mr. Wilson said. 

The quake has killed 57 and 
made more than 25,000 home- 
less. More than 8,000 have 
been injured. Strong after- 
shocks continued, keeping 
nerves jangling. 

Transportation Secretary 
Federico Pena warned resi- 
dents to be prepared for extra- 
loag commutes now that resi- 
dents who stayed home last 


week would be returning to 
work. 

There were signs public 
transportation has gained 
favour. Ridershrp on the Met- 
rolink tram from hard-hit San- 
ta Clarita to downtown Los 
Angeles rose 1,000 per cent 
last week, said spokesman Pe- 
ter Hidalgo. 

Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency (FEMA) offi- 
cials, mindful of the harsh cri- 
ticism they faced in the after- 
math of hurricane Andrew, 
were racing to streamline the 
■relief process after admitting 
they had underestimated the 
magnitude of the crisis. 

FEMA Director James Lee 
Witt said 1,500 staff members 
were brought in and new 
offices were being opened. 

Housing Secretary Henry 
Cisneros said more than 10,000 
housing units in about 2,000 
'buildings were uninhabitable. 

He said 1,200 vouchers to 
rent new homes were distri- 
buted to victims. With a 10 per 
cent vacancy rate m the San 
Fernando Valley, families 
should be able to find suitable 
bousing, Mr. Cisneros said. 

In makeshift chapels and 
tent cities, residents flocked to 
church services Sunday to give 
thanks for their survival and 
gather strength to begin pick- 
ing up the pieces of their fives. 


progress in efforts to convince 

■ . ■ varant 


people living in cars, vacant 


lots and primitive camps to 
return to their homes or seek 
immediate shelter. 

Some refugees, including 
Mexican and Central Amer- 
ican immigrants, said they 
stayed in the open out of fear 
even though their homes were 
found to be safe. 

National Guard officers said 
they were told to be prepared 
to maintain the tents they 
erected for up to two weeks, 
but some local politicians wor- 
ried tent dties might be up 
longer. 

With the ground still heav- 
ing, rumours of an imminent 
magnitude-7.0 “super-quake" 
circulated wildly. Seismologists 
rushed out a statement bluntly 
dedaring: “It is impossible to 
predict earthquakes." 

Weather forecasters pre- 
dicted light ram over the next 
two days, keeping pressure on 
to find shelter for thousands 
still living outside. However, 
the region was spared rain Sun- 
day. 

In a bizarre scene, residents 
of a collapsed apartment build- 
ing where 16 people died were 
allowed to dash inside, load up 
bags with as many belongings 
as they could in 10 minutes and 
then dash out. 


Mexico peace envoy calls for change 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS, Mexico (R) — The 
Mexican government’s peace 
envoy for the violence-torn 
state of Chiapas called Sunday 
for national political changes 
to avoid future conflicts, but 
reported no progress in his 
attempts to end a 23-day-old 
peasant uprising. 

Manuel Camacho Solis told 
reporters here the nation 
needed to address the issues of 
poverty and political exclusion 
that led to the 2,000-strong 
Zapatista National Liberation 
Army seizing several Chiapas 
dties on New Year’s Day. 

“If the republic beard a cry 
of ‘enough’ from Chiapas, it 
will have to send in return a 
message of responsible sorio- 
political changes," he said. 

Mr. Camacho, a former 
foreign minister appointed by 
President Carlos Salinas De 
Gortari to end the crisis in 
which more than 100 people 
have died, gave no indication 
that the peace process was 
moving ahead. 

The New York Times, in its 
Monday editions, said the 
Mexican army was facing a 
growing chorus of accusations 
of torture, beatings and illegal 


arrests of suspected rebels. 

It said human rights groups 
bad accused soldiers of detain- 
ing suspected guerrillas with- 
out due process, beating of 
torturing them and threatening 
their lives. 

The times quoted residents 
of the village of Morelia, some 
80 kilometres north of the bor- 
der with Guatemala, as saying 
that soldiers had rounded up 
aO she male villagers, tortured 
three of them and taken 36 
others away. None of the men 
have been seen since, the 
newspaper quoted residents as 
saying. 

-The Times also quoted an 
Amnesty International investi- 
gator who had interviewed 
some of 70 suspected rebels 
still in state prison as saying 
that “the great majority of 
those jailea appear, to have 
suffered torture.’’ 

Mir. Camacho said Saturday 
be and San Cristobal Roman 
Catholic Bishop Samuel Ruiz 
were prepared to meet with the 
rebels after receiving an offer 
to release hostage Abasalon 
Castellanos Dominguez, a for- 
mer Chiapas governor kidnap- 
ped from his ranch, in retain 
for captured Zapatista mem- 


bers. 

But on Sunday, he spoke of 
the difficulties of building a 
lasting peace and the need to 
make political changes. 

“A political' regime cannot 
be democratised under press- 
ure from an armed force, but 
at the s ame time there is a 
broad consenus on the coun- 
try's need to carry out socio- 
political changes," said Mr. 
Camacho, whose role as peace 
envoy has raised speculation 
be might replace Luis Donaldo 
Colosio as the ruling Institional 
Revolutionary (PRI) Party 
candidate in August presiden- 
tial elections. 


Mr. Camacho’s comments 
were the most sweeping yet by 
the government about the need 
for reform. Mr. Salinas earlier 
said tire Chiapas conflict indi- 
cated parts of the political sys- 
tem had not done their job. 


He announced a ceasefire, 
reshuffled his cabinet and un- 
veiled a string of initiatives to 
improve indigenous rights and 
set up a credible justice system 
but had so far restricted those 
proposals to Chiapas. 

The PRI has held power for 
65 years. 


Bruised Hosokawa to stay on and battle for reforms 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Moribiro 
Hosokawa, his job on the line 
after a crushing parliamentary 
defeat, promised Monday to 
push ahead with his ill-feted 
electoral and anti-corruption 
reforms. 

Lawmakers and political ex- 
perts agree, however, Mr. 
Hosokawa and his broad coali- 
tion have little chance of 
reaching a face-saving deal 
with a stubborn opposition be- 
fore the reform bins expire 
Saturday, last day of the cur- 
rent session. 

‘There’s almost no prospect 
that political reform legislation 
will be approved because the 
time for deal-making has run 
out," said veteran political 
journalist Fumio Kubo. 

“Hosokawa can’t quit right 
away because first he has to 
finish drafting economic stimu- 
lus measures and the new (fis- 
cal 1994/95) budget," he said. 

“But after that's done he’s 
likely either to call snap elec- 
tions or resign along with his 
cabinet and let Foreign Minis- 
ter (Tsutomu) Hata take over 
as the new coalition leader." 

Mr. Hosokawa suffered a 
crippling setback Friday when 
the upper house rejected re- 
form (tills aimed at radically 
changing the electoral system, 
and slapping strict curbs on 
corruption in public life. 

Seventeen members of the 


Socialist Party, the largest 
coalition group, crossed the 
floor to ensure the defeat of 
reforms which they believed 
would destroy their party. 

Tokyo share prices went into 
a tailspin at the start of trading 
Monday. The Nikkei average 
plunged over 800 points as 
traders reacted to the stinging 
setback and the likelihood of 
farther delays in drafting ur- 
gent anti-recession measures. 

Mr. Hosokawa, who has 
staked his job on enacting laws 
to dean up corrupt politics, 
told coalition party leaders 
Monday he was determined to 
find a way to push through die 
reform bills passed by the low- 
er house last November. 

“The upper house voted 
down the political reform bills 
by a 12-vote margin and this is 
a grave situation,” his spokes- 
man quoted him as saying. 
“However, we must also con- 
sider that the bills were passed 
by the lower house by a 44- 
vote maxgjn." 

He later told Japanese re- 
porters he hoped the opposi- 
tion Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) would agree to forma- 
tion of a 20-member Joint 
House Committee, which can 
be called into session to break 
a parliamentary deadlock. 

Such a bicameral committee 
would deliberate a comprom- 
ise plan but the LDP, split into 


pro- and anti-reform camps, 
has yet to clarify its demands. 

“Whether or not we can 
make a deal will depend on 
how far the coalition is ready 
to bend," said Michio Wata- 
nabe, leader of one of the main 
LDP groups. “They’re going to 
have to agree to 95 per cent of 
our demands, including allow- 
ing corporate donations (to in- 
dividual politicians)." 


Analyst Kubo said the gov- 
erning coalition was unlikely to 
revise its proposed curb on 
such big business funding given 
the string of corruption scan- 
dals highlighting illegal ties be- 
tween politicians on the take 
and firms seeking favours. 

“Hosokawa’s coalition 
would fell apart if they gave in 
on that point," Mr. Kubo said. 
“It's the only demand that the 
Socialists refuse to consider." 

Doing business with the 
LDP has its drawbacks. It was 
the Conservative Party, during 
its 1955-1993 monopoly on 
power, which perfected the 
system of money politics that 
spawned all the recent scan- 
dals. 


After it reneged on enacting 
political reform last year for a 
second time, outraged voters 
rebelled and made possible the 
coalition party’s landmark 
election victory in July. 

Business leaders, wary of 
political uncertainty, urged the 


coalition and the LDP to com- 
promise to avoid new elec- 
tions. 

Takes hi Nagano, head of the 
powerful Japan Federation of 
Employers’ Associations, said 
over the weekend he hoped the 
two sides would strike a deal 
and urged Mr. Hosokawa not 
to quit. 

“He (Nagano) and other 
business leaders support Hoso- 
kawa and don’t wan’t to see 
the country fall into chaos," 
said an academic who advises 
Mr. Hosokawa on U.S.-Japan 
trade. 

The university professor, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said he hoped Mr. Hosokawa 
would reject U.S. demands for 
market share targets in specific 
he meels President 
Bill Clinton in Washington on 
Feb. 11. 

** tfae on iy time that 
Mr. Hosokawa can turn his 
weakness into strength," the 
academic said. “Business lead- 
ers and bureaucrats are all 
opposed to the U.S. de- 
mands... It is in (Hosokawa ’s) 
interest to reject the de- 
mands." 

Japan has come under 
Am*riran pressure to agree on 
improved market access in 
three Sectors — car trade, in- 
surance and government pro- 
curement of medical and tcle- 
equipment — 

■by the - Washington meeting. 
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U.S. sailor gives 
birth at sea 

<R> 





GAETA, Italy W - Jf ..ji' 
woman sailor on a U.S. Navy . iiptf-?., s h< 

n >I.A nurmlaiiuvl ftf-wi- 


ship who complained of- st^.~ iil**" 0 ver 
mach cramps gave With fifc 
minutes later to a 

(2.2-kg) boy, a navy spofes^ * * PJ s 
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der Jeffrey P. Smallwood c 
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pies, said the baby was boracn I t 

the repair ship Yellowstone cur s 
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baby, was bom on Yellow; 
stone in the port of .GaetiX4wjl0’ ,e 
“She went into the sick bay" ¥ 
complaining of stoasttl -'Anp’sOG 
cramps and five minutes laier?V3r w 
delivered a baby boy." Confers JTOHHIM 
mander Smallwood sah&U 
Mother and child were mowftM gaoctre ci» 
to hospital in Naples. Both' - • Nor* 
were doing well and were lafc’hl altera** ‘ 
pected to fly back to theUa-: $ jgpw® 
ited States. Commander jj.ifow 0 3 

wood declined to identify tie' < ^behind, a 
woman, whom he said-wu~-j at 2:25-1 
single. He said she faced ants, tedi 
disciplinary charges. The Ye£ ‘. ; 
lowstone left its Norfolk, Vff g jmflping 
ginia base late last month. 

Women in the U.S. Navy 
started going to sea in fee 
mid-1970s. '• 
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west of Buenos Aires, -j 

one of them counted his moneys - A 

and realised he had been given ^ 

foiged bills. - Wdnshefb: 

Hold your horses " w 
—where’s that 
degree? 

LONDON (R) — A BriffriT '"T *«»»•» 
University is offering students 
a chance to study horse racing' 
as a degree subject. Students at _ 

British University, southwest- JffjP lAFP 
England, will be touring BritL- Boxing 
ish racecourses and meeting;.- ..Hwiasof' 
top trainers and owners as part 
of the course, the first of its '; 
kind. But their main task'wOL 
hot be to study racing form and 
find winners. Instead, the ac- 
cent of the science degree will 
be on the racehorse itself and 
what makes it tick, a university 
spokesman said. 
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Whisky galore 


ItAMFUh 


LONDON (R) — Scottish., 
islander Donald Rodgers has 
found buried treasure that 
could be worth thousands of ' 
pounds — six vintage whisky.. 
bottles from a 1941 shipwreck, v I 
He found the bottles — three 
empty, two half-full and one' 
full and “crystal clear” — 1 
while digging a path from iris 
house on the island of eriskay 
Saturday. The SS Politician 
earned 250,000 bottles of whis- 
ky when wrecked off the 
Hebridean Island in 1941. The 
y'reck was plundered by thirsty 
islanders. Last November.. 14 
bottles of whisky from tbe : 
wreck were auctioned in das--' 
Fsn.lM) a total of £11,462 




Husband who had 
organ sliced faces 
paternity suit 


NIAGARA FALLS, New. 
York (R) — j 0 h n Wayne Bob- 
bitt, whose wife was found, 
innocent of malicious sexual 
assault, feces a blood test Mon- 
«ay m a paternity suit brought 
by.a former girlfriend. Beatnre 
Williams, 21, filed a suit last' 
wober seeking child support 
payments from Bobbitt for her' 
son, who is a little more than a . 
3£ar old. She claims Bobbitt 
fathered the child while he was - 
separated from his wife. Lore- ' 
na- A jury last week found; 
^-orena Bobbitt innocent by. 
reason temporary insanity in 
cutting off her husband's penis; 







orts 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 1994 


9 


°' e S. 


nOUS _=l0cf 

2Zl °Us]y 


lhe .g) 
outs 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


JTF uphold Agassi penalty 

bot. (A&fy — The ban on Andre Agassi playing in 

10 u? t*w V??? u 131 ? 0petl . ,ng ** ™ India hJteen 

n. fii SB? °P h ® ld by ^ ^emanonaJ Tennis Federation 0TB at a 
3n ^ e lo j. 1 speoal meeting here. An ITF committee of management 

•S) nj d SS d I# U 01 ?ty 2 u P?9 ,d the penalty after considering an 
: a Jan^ appcaH knigedj>y tf»e Umted States Tennis Assodation. The 




L a >d 5 ^ J I 'S? P e ? aI ^ ^ ""Posed after Agassi refused to 

? t0 ttriS P^y te final-day singles match in a World Group play-off tic 
‘■^jj against die Bahamas m Charlotte, North CaroKna” last 
Se P te ®he r -,J he United States won the- tie 5-0 with Richey 
Rcnebeig filling w for Agassi in his singles rubber The U S 
who play India in New Delhi March 25-27, have already 
named Jim toner, Todd Martin, Patrick McEnroe and 
Rene berg m their team. 

a* 5 s ~T, * Saudi Arabia beats China 1-0 

ined' i/S 

^USt 

S ? £ !& 

■ J S - $ 


:J??1 n der 

E*H 

V s : 0r ?- Ht 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Saudi striker Saeed Owairan 
bit a ballet-like shot in the 72nd minute to lift Saudi Arabia to 
a 1-0 victory over China in a friendly soccer match played at 
the Malaz Stadium Sunday. “In general, I was satisfied with 
the way we played,” Saudi coach Leo Beenbakker said. “I 
.thought we made some mistakes in the first half but we played 
a solid second half.” World Cup-bound Saudi Arabia has been 
placed in group F with Belgium, Morocco and Holland in the 
June finals in the United States. 

Venables’s appointment due this week’ 


LONDON (R) — Terry Venables’s long wait to be appointed 
the new England manager should end this week, Graham 
Kelly, the English Football Association’s (FA) chief executive 
had s'q staid Monday. Although some members of the selection panel' 
^gnani ^ 'still doubt the former Tottenham chief executive's suitability 
■ otherwij* ^ ecausc allegations about his financial dealings, his appotnt- 
■i ment as Graham Taylor’s successor is expected by Wednes- 

day. Kelly said: “There will be an announcement this week. 
We have to have a manager in place for the Denmark match 
(March 9) and it's inconceivable that .we go into February 
without a manager. If we do go with Terry and very many of us 
hope that we do — and he accepts — the contract details 
would have to remain confidential.” 
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Japan’s Ogiwara wins 5th title of season 

TRONDHEIM, Norway (AP) — Kenji Ogiwara beat fellow 
Japanese Takanori Kono by one minute, 37,7 seconds in the 
15-kilometre cross-country ski race Sunday for his fifth World 
‘Cup Nordic combined victory of the season. Ogiwara, who 
started the race 56.7 seconds ahead of Kono after winning the 
ski jumping portion Saturday, extended his lead to 95 points 
ahead of Kono after six meets. Bjarte Engen Vik was thnd, 
2:16.2 behind, and fellow Norwegian Fred Borre Lundberg 
fourth, 2:25.1 behind. Lundberg skied the fastest 15 
kilometres, leading a Norwegian 1-2-3-4 sweep in 38:40.3. 
Ogiwara was 10th fastest, but had enough of a lead following 
the ski jumping to compensate. 

Shriver tops bill at Chinese tournament 

BEIJING (AFP) — Pam Shriver will be the number one 
attraction in China's first professional women’s tetmis tourna- 
ment next month, organisers said Monday. Thirty-two players 
will compete in the singles for prize money of $100,000 at the 
February 12-20 event in Beijing.- Last year China hosted its 
first men's to urn amen r. 

N. Korea match to aid quake victims 

FULLERTON, California (AFP) — The U.S. World Cap 
team will meet North Korea hefeMarch 12 in an international 
football friendly to benefit victims of last week!s southern: 
.California earthquake. The match is one of several possible 
f -benefit matches for those harmed by the earthquake, U.S. 
team general manager Hank Steinbrecher said. The U.S. team 
drew 1-1 with Switzerland here Saturday. The teams meet 
each other again June 18 m Detroit in their World Cup 
opener. The Americans plan to arrive in the area only two or 
three days before the match. U.S. Coach Bora Milutinovic 
said his dub will continue to live and train in the area of 
Mission Viejo, California, during the World Cup, with top 
players returning from Europe as their league seasons con- 
clude. Steinbrecher also said the appointment of Holland’s 
Rinus Michels and Teofilo Cubiias of Peru would not interfere 
with MButinovic's role as coach of the U.S. team. 

Asakawa to challenge WBA champion 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s Seiji Asakawa will challenge 
World Boxing Assodation (WBA) featherweight champion 
Eloy Rojas of Venezuela at Kobe in western Japan March 19, 
las manager said Monday. It will be Rojas* first defence of the 
crown be wrested from South Korea’s Park Yung-Kyun last 
month. Asakawa was knocked out by Park in a title match 
held in Jan. 1992. 
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Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* J 9 3 

,■* TAKQJ 
0 9 6 2 
_ #AKU 
. WEST EAST 

4KQ862 *10 5 

.*? 7 4 3 10 9 8 

i K 5 3 ’A Q 10 4 

* 9 S' * 10 7 6 4 

SOUTH 
. * A 7 4 
"652 
C J 8 7 

* J 8 3 2 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 7 Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of * 

If you are among the group who 
Iwe play problems, you would be 
hard pressed to Rod a better coliec- 
. don for the average player than 
Ploying to Win at Bridge by Ron 
■Kutger, a reprint of his “Contract 
Bridge," published in 1978. (Avail- 
able from The Bridge World. 39 W. 
Mth S u New York. N.Y. 10025 
$855 plus $1 postage & handling.) 
The 72 hands are both testing and 
Uhaninating. 

To tackle thia_probiem from the 
book, cover the East and West 


hands and decide how you would 
ploy three no trump after the lead of 
a tow spade. First, pal partner on 

the back for bidding a powerful, but 
balanced, hand well with two suite 
unstopped. North's problem was 
most difficult. 

Considered in isolation the best 
way to assure two spade stoppers 
with this combination is insert the 
table's nine, hoping West has led 
from K 10 or Q 10— that’s twice as 
likely as from K Q- But is that the 
right play on thin combined 
holding? 

There are nine tricks there lor tne 
taking: One spade, four hearts and 
four clubs. AU that requires is that 
you have an entry to hand after you 
have unblocked dummy’s high 
clubs. If you play the nine of spades, 
either the king, queen or ten of 
spades from East win force the ace 
from your hand- While you might 
get a second spade trick, before you 
can score it the opponents can col-, 
lect at least a spade and four 
diamonds. 

Therefore, you have to play the 
jack of spades from dummy at the 
first trick. That allowa you to make 
your game with the bonus of an 
overtrick if the cards are divided as 
in the diagram. 


Top European clubs struggle for goals 


PARIS (AFP) — Most of 
Europe's top clubs marked 
time at the weekend and 
appeared to have forgotten 
how to score goals. 

In Spain, Deportivo la Coru- 
na failed to make the most of 
Barcelona’s defeat at Real 
Soctedad 24 hours earlier when 
they were held to a goalless 
draw at Celta Vigo. 

In Belgium, Anderlecht also 
foiled to score and were beaten 
0-2 in front of their bewildered 
fans by Seraing — a result 
which enabled FC Bruges to 
close to within two points of 
die leaders since they came 
away 1-0 winners from Ekeren. 

And in Italy, AC Milan, 
playing at home to Piacenza, 
appeared to be heading for 
their fourth goalless draw in as 
many games until Guanluigj 
Lentini came to the rescue 
after coming on as a substitute 
in the 63rd minute. 

Lentini, who cheated death 
in a horrific car crash last 
summer, was making only his 
second appearance for the Ita- 
lian champions since the acci- 
dent. 

But the winger’s entry im- 
mediately galvanised Milan 
who clinched victory with two 
goals in the space of four mi- 
nutes from Daniele Massaro 
and Jean- Pierre Papin. 

“My target now is to start a 


match but I am prepared to 
wait until the manager thinks 
I’m ready,” Lentini said. 

The victory left Fabio Capel- 
lo’s side with a four-point 
advantage over nearest rivals 
Sampdoria and Juventus, who 
fought out a 1-1 draw in 
Genoa, 

An equaliser from Fabrizio 
Ravanelli nine minutes from 
time earned Juventus the point 
after bald winger Attiiio Lom- 
bardo had put Sampdoria 
ahead from the penalty spot 
(28). 

The late equaliser was a 
cruel blow for England captain 
David Plan. He was substi- 
tuted in the 79th minute with 
victory over the side that dis- 
carded him at the end of last 
season apparently in the bag. 

Lazio, who were deprived of 
tbeir Croat striker Alen Bok- 
sic, saw their title ambitions 
dealt a near fatal blow in a 2-0 
defeat by Parma. Defender 
Alberto di Chiaro and Col- 
ombian striker Faustino 
Asprilla got the goals. 

Parma are five points behind 
Milan but Lazio now have a 
seven point deficit to make up 
with only 16 games left. 

Dutch midfielder Wim Jonk 
scored twice (20, 26) as Inter 
Milan moved ahead of Lazio 
with a 4-1 thrashing of Cre- 
monese. Massimo Paganin (42) 
and the Uruguayan Ruben 


Sosa (80) got Inter’s otner 
goals. 

Foggia continued their climb 
away from the relegation zone 
with a 5-0 thrashing of bottom- 
club Lecce. 

Ataianta goalkeeper Fabri- 
zio Ferron came within 
seconds of death during his 
side's match with Reggiana. 

Ferron was knocked uncon- 
scious after diving at the feet of 
Michel Psdovano and his heart 
stopped beating for more than 
twenty seconds. Only the swift 
reaction of the club doctor, 
who rushed on and pumped 
Ferron’s chest to restart his 
heart, saved his life. 

The first round of the French 
Cup featuring first division 
dubs saw a massacre of several 
top flight outfits. 

Eight of the elite crashed oat 
— seven of them to opposition 
from lower divisions — and 
only a penalty shoot-out 
allowed Marseille to scrape 
into the last 32 after a 0-0 draw 
with third division Brive. 

Cannes, who briefly topped 
the league earlier this season, 
were the biggest casualties — 
controversially beaten 3-2 by 
third division Guingarap. 

Lille, Saint Etienne, Le 
Havre. Marti gues, Caen and 
Angers were the other big 
names to go out of the com- 
petition. 


Girardelli wins Jungfrau 
super giant slalom 


WENGEN, Switzerland (AP) 
— Marc Girardelli, the win- 
ningest active skier in the 
men’s World Cup, says he’s 
feeling back in form after 
finishing first in the super-giant 
slalom and second in the dow- 
nhill over the weekend. 

“I’m very good now in super 
G and downhill, but Tm still 
not in form in the giant slalom 
and slalom,” said Girardelli, 
who added that be felt tired 
after Sunday’s super G race 
because he was still shaking off 
an attack of the flu. 

Sunday’s victory was No. 43 
in his World Cup career and 
bis first win on the circuit this 
season. 

GirardeUi’s time of 1 minute 
413 seconds in the super G on 
the Jungfrau course was 6 clear 
58 hundredths of a second fas- 


ter than second place Jan Einar 
Thorsen of Norway. Atie 
Skaardal of Norway was third 
at 1:41.98. 

The 30-year-old native Au- 
strian, who skis for Luxem- 
bourg, looked like he had won 
in the downhill Saturday, until 
Switzerland's William Besse 
placed first in 2.28.88, beating 
Girardelli by four-hundredths 
of a second. 

The weekend finishes moved 
Girardelli up to second place 
from fourth in the overall 
World cup standings for the 
season, past Italy’s Alberto 
Tomba, who dropped . to 
fourth, and Austria’s Guenther 
Mader, now in third. 

Girardelli’s 703 points for 
the season helped him gain on 
overall . leader Kjetil Andre 
Aamodt of Norway . 


Boxing under threat in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Ira- 
nian newspaper Monday called 
for boxing to be outlawed, five 
years after a ban was lifted for 
the first time since the 1979 
Islamic revolution. 

“Boxing, whether profes- 
sional or amateur, is not a 
sport and has nothing to it but 
violence,” Jomhuri .' Isfana said. 
“Those who promote boxing 
here are leading Iranian sport 
along an illegitimate and non- 
Islamic path.” 

The paper, which is close to 
Islamic radicals, called for a 
ban and criticised the boxing 
federation for their “lack of 
concern about the economic, 
cultural and social costs” of the 
sport. 


Iran banned boxing after the 
revolution on the- grounds that 
it contradicted Islamic values, 
but it was authorised in 1989. 

The boxing federation is 
headed by MP Ahmad Nategh 
Nuri, brother of parliamentary 
speaker Ali Akbar Nategh 
Nuri. 

Iran hosted an Asian 
amateur boxing tournament 
last week in the first such 
contest to be held here since' 
the revolution. The Islamic re- 
public came in second from 15 
countries. 

Fighting erupted between 
fans in a Tehran stadium after 
an Iranian boxer was knocked 
out by his Chinese rival. 


Modern Famished Apartment 
For Rent 

First floor, 3 bedrooms — one master — large sa/on, 
sitting, dining, Danish kitchen, glassed-in veranda two 
bathrooms, with central heating, lift, telephone, central 
antenna, etc. Location: Western Shmeisani. 

Please call 636943 - 682302, Fax: 823371 


Auriol 
leads in 

Monte Carlo 
Rally 

MONTE CARLO (R) — Last 
year’s winner Didier Auriol 
made a brilliant start to the 
Monte Carlo Rally Monday 
when he opened up a lead after 
the first three timed stages. 

The Frenchman, driving a 
Toyota Celica, smashed the 
record on the third stage be- 
tween Burzet and St. Martial 
in the Ardeche Hills by a full 
31 seconds as he took an 18 
seconds advantage lead over 
teammate and world champion 
Juha Kankkunen of Finland. 

Auriol’s time of 24 minutes 
nine seconds on the tricky 41.4 
kilometres stretch gave him the 
perfect launching pad for a 
third successive Monte Carlo 
victory. 

• The stage proved disastrous, 
however, for two other leading 
drives, German Armin 
Schwarz and Colin McRae of 
Britain, who both came to grief 
on an icy stretch. 

Schwarz, who had won the 
first two stages in his Mitsu- 
bishi Lancer, went off the road 
on a bend where spectators 
had thrown snow in the driv- 
ers’ path and McRae, who was 
following, ran into him in his 
Subaru. 

Schwarz Limped to the finish 
line with a 16-minute delay 
which put paid to his chances 
of winning the rally, while 
.McRae, whose car was more 
badly damaged, lost more than 
an hour. 

Auriol was none too sur- 
prised by Schwarz's mishap. 
“It’s impossible to attack, it’s 
much too dangerous,” he said 
of the icy surfaces. “I don’t 
know how Armin didn't go off 
the road on the downhill from 
La Soucbe. It was like a skat- 
ing rink.” 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Washington, fidberg, Muster, 
Martin move into quarterfinals 


MELBOURNE (AP) — Mali- 
vai Washington outlasted Mats 
Wilander in a five-set 
marathon Monday night, en- 
ding the veteran Swede’s fairy- 
tale run ar the Australian 
Open. 

Washington dominated the 
final set after the two had 
traded stroke for stroke, error 
for error. The score was 6-7 
(7-9), 6-2, 6-7 (3-7), 6-4, 6-1. 

The un seeded Washington, 
a 24-year-old American ranked 
26th, advanced to the first 
Grand Slam quarterfinal of his 
career. 

Wilander, a 29-year-old re- 
turning to the tournament he 
won three times in the 1980s, 
simply ran out of steam. 

Two years in retirement, 
during which he flirted with a 
rock music career, took their 
toll in a contest that fasted four 
hours. 

The Swede, now ranked 
322nd in the world , was given a 
wild card entry into the tourna- 
ment, which he first won in 
1983 . 

Washington now will meet 
No. 9 seed Todd Martin in an 
all-American quarterfinal on 
Wednesday. 

Wilander and Washington 
were grateful to play in the 
cool evening air after Stefan 
Ed berg, Thomas Muster and 
Martin won day matches in 
searing heat. 

Two-time champion Ed berg 
made light of temperatures 
that reached 3 degrees Celsius 
(10 Fahrenheit) and breezed 
by fellow Swede Lars Johnsson 
6-4, 6-4. 6-4, maintaining his 
record of reaching at least the 
quarterfinals here every year 
since 1984. 

Mnster, the sixth-seeded 
Austrian who has not dropped 
a set in four matches at the 
National Tennis Centre, 
downed No. 12 seed Alexan- 
der Volkov 6-3, 6-3, 6-2 on 
centre court as the mercury 
rose in the morning. 

Martin, a Wimbledon quar- 
terfinalist last year, advanced 
with a 6-7 (3-7). 7-6 (7-5), 6-3, 
6-3 victory over 125th-rankcd 
Belgian Xavier Daufresne af- 
_ter trailing by a set and 2-5. 

Both men were wilting by 
the end of the 3-hour, 24- 
minute match, and they made 
a combined 133 errors. 

Martin made the majority of 



Todd Martin 

the mistakes, but he also made 
far more winners as he over- 
came a bloody nose, blisters on 
his feet, two tom toenails and 
dehydration. 

“It was just a matter of 
staying cool, and coping with 
the heat as best I possibly 
could,” said Martin, who en- 
ded the match 3‘A kilogram- 
mes lighter than when he 
started. 

Johnsson returned well, but 
had no luck in attempting to 
pass Edbeig, who was in su- 
perb touch at the net and made 
a number of killing volleys. 

“I played OK under the cir- 
cumstances,” said No. 4 seed 
Edberg, the Australian Open 
winner in 1985 and 1987. “It is 
never easy to play well in the 
heat, but I played as well as I 
needed to play.” 

Edberg showed the heat had 
not sapped his strength by 
jumping over the net at the end 
of the match. Earlier in the 
day, the heat did undermine 
Volkov’s will. 


“When I was warming up, I 
decided it was too hot for me,” 
said Voikov, a semifinalist at 
last year's U.S. Open. “I 
couldn't get into the match 
because I was thinking of die 
fo at.” 

. luster rubbed his face with 
ice to keep himself cool, but 
was presented with few prob- 
lems by Volkov, who made 10 
volleying errors, 53 unforced 
errors in all and 14 double 
faults in a contest that lasted 
only one hour, 40 minutes. 

“I had no more power to 
fight against myself,” the Rus- 
sian said. 

Muster made his second suc- 
cessive Grand Slam quarterfin- 
al after also making the last 
eight at last year’s U.S. Open. 

The 26-year-old Austrian 
feared he would not play again 
after being hit by a drunk 
driver in 1989 in Miami and 
suffering severe knee injuries. 

He has fought back to regain 
his place in the top 10 and won 
a career-high seven tourna- 
ments last year. 
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KWBm JEWELLERS 

TAKE THE PLUNGE 

Rio de Janeiro — Amman 

IN 1994! 

Since 1975 Since 1989 

more beautiful by design. 

18 & 21 kt gold 
uniquely designed 

. . . beautifully natural. 

jewellery in gems of the 
world or your birth stone 

more dramatic - 


more spirited. 

Amra Hotel Shops 

6th Circle. Amman. 


CAR FOR SALE DUE TO 
(Change of place of work) 

Mitsubishi Lancer, 1993 model, white colour, 
power steering, full automatic, stick shift. Mileage 
is 11,00km, in excellent condition. Duty free. 

Please call tel. 698830 from 3-5 p.m. 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

Structural design engineer for a consulting 
enqineering office in 

DUBAI 

must have a minimum of 10 years design 
experience specially in multi-storey buildings, 
and working knowledge with STAAD III 

Applications to be sent to 
Fax No. 606894, Amman 


FULLY FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 

Ground floor, 2 bedrooms, large sitting, dining area, 
kitchen, bathroom W.C., central heating, own tele- 
phone, garage. Location: Shmeisani Tyche Hotel area. 

Tel. 601795 


ragigi 


SHED APARTMENT F 
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Consists of 3 bidrooms , 3 bathrooms , sitting room 
.dining room , 2 verandas , central heating and telephone . 
location : shimisanee - near birds garden at engineers 
housing 


Please call 671310 


FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

1 . Furnished apartment consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, makfroom, with telephone and central healing. 

2. Furnished apartment consisting of three bedrooms, same as 
above, with excellent utilities. 

3. Furnished ground fioor— semi-villa — for rent only for five months. 

Please call tel. 605057 


Unique factory ol ladies undergarments, specialized in the 
manufacture of Ladles Brassier - Bekinees. Underskirts. 
Chemisse Noom - and Baby Clothes. 

[Price 9180.0003 

For more Information « appointments 

S (611566) from 9:30 a-W- ~ 5 -°° P‘ m - 


We advise you to visit 

AS Dalai EstabKsiktnesBt 

inside the Forte Grand Hotel 

☆ For Information, the of an 

F2Si.il - \ ■ embroidered cushion is JD12 

[agi J Hand-made Oriental jackets— JD105 
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Michael Douglas — in 

“BLACK RAIN” 

Shows: 12:30. 3J0. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Special show on Thursdays, Fridays, Satur- 
days and Sundays at 1 1 am. for children 

Bugs Bunny film. 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Ahmad Zaki in 

The Lady’s Chauffeur 
(Arabic) 

Show*: 12 : 30 . 3 : 15 . 5 :HU. wJO. N: 3 <). IU: 3 ti 


Qnccna 


Tel.: 6T7420 


CONCOR* 


Tel.: 675571 

NaUl A1 MasMni Theatre 


Kim Basinger — in 

Ry Stepmother 
Is An Alien 

Steven Segal — in 

UNDER SIEGE 


presents a play entitled: 

ALHmNuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors; Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, Has- 
son Al Steer, Fuad Shorn ali 
in addition to other comedians 

Ewn night at tB 
Tickets ire aoM El day 


Nabil & HlsfiSffs Te *- : 625155 ! 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Nabi! and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (play) 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Theaire-is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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U.S. calls for ceasefire in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (R) — The United States has called on the 
Sedan' z government and rebel Sudan People’s liberation 
Army t '.) to agree immediately to a ceasefire and to back 
U.N. el. o help 2.5 million people suffering from the war. 
“We call >• m the government of Sudan and the factions of 
the Sudan ‘eople’s Liberation Army (SPLA) to end the 
suffering of the Sudanese people,” said a statement made 
public on Monday by the U.S. embassy in Khartoum. " 

Massachusetts, Palestinians discuss economy 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Visiting Massachusetts 
Governor William F. Weld discussed investment opportunities 
in die occupied lands Monday and said the Middle East could 
become “the greatest tourism attraction in the entire world.” 
Mr. Weld, leading a delegation of 50 business people and 
technical experts, met Monday with Palestinian peace nego- 
tiators and economists. No deals were signed Monday, but Mr. 
Weld said there would be further meeting between business 
people from both sides. 

Tehran ‘involved in Bakhtiar 1 killing 

PARIS (AFP) — ban's secret service was directly involved in 
the 1991 murder here of former Iranian Prime Minister Shapur 
Bakhtiar, acc o rd i ng to the prosecution report. The repent, 
submitted Monday to the judge handling the investigation, 
said Iran’s secret service provided logistical assistance to those 
who carried out the assassination of Mr. Bakhtiar and his 
secretary on Aug. 6, 1991. in Suresnes, near Paris, a 
well-inframed source said Monday. 

8 face trial for attacking tourist bus 

CAIRO (AP) — Eight suspected extremists on Monday were 
ordered to race trial for allegedly attacking a bus carrying 
South Korean tourists last year, the prosecutor’s office said. 
The eight will be tried by a state security court and not the 
military courts used in cases involving radicals for more than a 
year. No date for the trial was set. 

Mohtashemi barred from delivering speech 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A leader of Islamic radicals in Iran, AH 
Akbar Mohtashemi. has been barred from defivering a speech 
in the northern Iranian city of Sari, a newspaper reported here 
Monday. Mr. Mohtashemi, a former interior minister and 
vocal critic of the government, was doe to speak last week in a 
mosque in Sari, in Mazandaran province, the daily Johan 
Islam said. But here was forced to cancel his speech after 
opposition from Mazandaran ’s governor, it said. 

Sudanese politician denied entry to Egypt 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — The Egyptian authorities have 
denied a prominent Sudanese politician and former newspaper 
editor an entry visa and ordered him to return home, the 
government daily A! Engas A1 Watani reported Monday.* 
Monsa Yagub, deputy secretary general of the government- 
sponsored International People's Friendship Conned, was 
detained for more than five hours at Cairo airport Saturday. 

Rebels hit Iraqi-Turkish oil pipeline 

ANKARA (R) — A bomb planted by Kurdish rebels set part 
■of disused Iraqi oil export pipeline on fire in southeast Turkey, 

. a pipeline company official said Monday. The official of the 
state-owned pipeline company Botas said Sunday night’s 
attack set the pipeline ablaze near the town of Gzre, at a point 
pbout 44, kilometres from the Iraqi border. There were no 
casualties.aimy firemen brought the blaze under control. 

Welzman on first trip to Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — Israeli President Ezer Weizman arrived in. 
Turkey Monday to try to improve economic ties and revive 
talks on a project to supply Turkish water to Israel. It is the 
first presidential visit between the two countries, winch have 
had diplomatic ties since Israel’s creation in 1948. Turkey, a 
secular but Muslim country, also recognised die state of 
Palestine declared in 1988. Mr. Weizman, met by Foreign 
Minister Hikmet Cetin, did not speak to reporters at the 
airport. A helicopter flew him into Ankara. 

Renowned British broadcaster dies 

LONDON (R) — Brian Redhead, a renowned radio broad- 
caster whose flagship news programme helped shape Britain’s 
political agenda, died on Sunday aged 64, his family said. Top 
politicians’ tributes flooded in for the good-humoured inter- 
viewer who grilled them all on the British Broadcasting' 
Corporation's (BBC) early morning Today programme.* 

Israeli navy abducts Lebanese merchant 

SEDON, Lebanon (R) — The Israeli navy has abducted a 
Lebanese businessman from a boat bringing him to tins South 
Lebanon port from Egypt, security sources said on Monday. 
They said Hussein Hama dan, a 40-year-old dealer in construc- 
tion equipment and owner of several Sidou apartment blocks, 
sailed for Sidon on Dec. 14. He never arrived because the boat 
was stopped by the Israeli navy and be was taken off, the 
sources said. They said Mr. R am ad a n's family learned from 
the International Committee of the Red Cross that he was 
being held in Israel but did not know the reason for his seizure. 

32 dead in attack on Chad barracks 

NDJAMENA (AFP) — Thirty-two people were killed and 
dozens wounded in bloody clashes between government 
troops and rebels during an attack on a barracks in Abeche, 
500 kilometres northeast of here, national radio said late 
Sunday. Government forces beat off the attack , killing 30 
rebels from the National Front of Chad and losing two of their 
own men, the report said, adding that dozens of rebels were 
injured. 

Russian energy minister denies fuel theft 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian Atomic Energy Minister Viktor 
Mikhailov has denied reports that weapons-grade fuel and 
even nuclear warheads are being stolen from the ministry’s 
defence installations, Itar-Tass news agency said Monday, Mr, 
Mikhailov sent a letter to Interior Minister Viktor Yerin 
asking him to stop Interior Ministry officials making state- 
ments about his ministry “based on fabrications and fantasies 
without appropriate expertise and documental evidence.” 

Indonesian victims fear aftershocks 

KAO, Indonesia (R) — Aftershocks striking this remote 
corner of Indonesia kept villagers fearful Monday, three days 
after an earthquake killed several people and destroyed 
hundreds of homes. Dozens of aftershocks which shook 
bnOdings and sent residents onto the streets were still being 
feh on the Moluccan island of Halmahera. Friday’s quake, 
which measured 6.8 ou the open-ended Richter Scale, was the 
most serious of severa to rock Indonesia in recent months. 

Peres, Qatar foreign minister met in London 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres met 
Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassim A1 Tbani 
in London Sunday, an Israeli foreign ministry spokesman said. 
Asked if he could confirm an Israel television report that Mr. 
Feres met Sheikh Hamad a foreign ministry spokesman said: 
“Yes, I can confirm it.” He did not elaborate. The television 
said Mr. Peres and Israeli Energy Minister Mosbe Sbahal met 
Sheikh Fahed for several hours. It said the men discussed a 
feasibility study on a $1 billion project in which natural gas 
from Qatar would be run in a pipeline from the southern 
Israeli port of Eilat to the Mediterranean and on to Europe. 


Jordan to study secondary 
boycott but no blanket move 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
promised to closely study the 
status of U.S. firms subject to 
the secondary Arab boycott 
of Israel, but there will not be 
a blanket removal of com- 
panies from the so-called 
blacklist for the time being, 
informed sources said 

Wednesday. 

The sources, commenting 
on ongoing contacts between 
the Jordanian government 
and European and American 
governments seeking to end 
the secondary boycott, said 
Jordan did not feel that the 
time is opportune to remov- 
ing the secondary list 
altogether. 

“Jordan has promised a 
case-by-case consideration of 
the companies involved on 
the basis of its own national' 
interests and the interests of 
the company involved, but it 
will not extend a unilateral 
removal of the secondary 
boycott at this point in time,” 
said one source. 

, The primary Arab boycott 
of Israel bans Arab dealings 
with Israeli companies as well 
as companies based else- 
where but owned partly or 
witoly by the g ov e rnm ent of 
Israel or Israeli nationals. 

The secondary boycott ap- 
plies to companies that deal 
with Israel or have invest- 
ments in Israel or use Israeli 
components in their pro- 
ducts. 

The U.S. and several 
European countries bave_ 
adopted legislation to punish' 
companies complying with 
the requirements of the Arab 
Boycott of Israel Bureau. 

In simpler terms, it means 
that any company providing a 
certificate that it is not 
Israeli-owned and its pro- 
ducts do not include Israeli 
components and the ship car- 
rying their products does not 


call at IsraeUports could face 
stiff fines. These documents 
are required by the Arab 
government enforcing the 
boycott, and consignments 
unaccompanied by these cer- 
tifications could be denied 
entry altogether into their 
countries. 

A lifting of the secondary 
boycott was one of the key 
themes of a recent visit to the 
Middle East by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Ron Brown, who 
held talks in Sandi Arabia, 
Jordan, Israel, the occupied 
territories and Egypt. 

Mr. Brown argued that the 
secondary boycott was ex- 
cluding many American com- 
panies from investing in the 
Middle East. Particularly, he 
said, Jordan could benefit 
from such companies’ in- 
terest if it fore to end the 
boycott. •* 

As the secretary of com- 
merce of the U.S. . he said, it 
was his responsibility to 
address issues that concern 
American companies direct- 
ly- 

Following talks with Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid, Mr.Brown 
said in Cairo that the boycott 
was “coming apart.” 

Mr. Brown’s comments 
appeared to stem from the 
fact that several Arab coun- 
tries in the Gulf have gra- 
dually removed the secon- 
dary boycott and have prom- 
ised to consider an end to the 
primary boycott if the Arab 
League adopted a relevant 
resolution. 

But the other side of the 
coin is that American com- 
panies now doing business 
.with Arab countries could be 
encouraged to invest in Israel 
rather than their present 
Arab customers since they do 
not have to be apprehensive 
of an Arab boycott if the 


Old-guard veteran tipped 
for Algerian president 


ALGIERS (R)— Independ- 
ence war veteran and long- 
serving foreign minister, 
Abdul Aziz Bouteflika, is 
favoured to become Algeria's 
next president, national news- 
papers reported on Monday. 

Mr. Bouteflika, born in 
1935, is a member of the old 
guard that has ruled this coun- 
try since it won independence 
from France in 1962 after a 
savage eight-year war. 

One of former President 
Houari Boumedienne's few in- 
timates, Mr. Bouteflika was 
named foreign minister in 1963 
at die age of 29 and stayed in 
office until 1979. 

His name surfaced the day 
before a national conference 
that is expected to endorse a 
presidency to replace the un- 
elected, Five-Man High State 
Council that has ruled Algeria 
since its lust multiparty elec- 
tions were cancelled in January 
1992. 

The poll was scrapped after 
Muslim fundamentalists took a 
huge lead. Since then, Algeria 
has been plunged into political* 
uncertainty and violence in* 
which at least 1,900 people, 
Muslim militants, security 
forces and ordinary civilians, 
have died. 

“It is very probable tbat the 
National Dialogue Commis- 
sion (CDN) will propose the 
name of Bouteflika as presi- 
dent,” the Arabic daily AI 
Khabar wrote in an unsourced 
article. 

French-language newspap- 
ers, Le Matin and Liberie, 
carried similar reports, both 
beaded “Bouteflika presi- 
dent?” 


Diplomats said it was possi- 
ble that Mr. Bouteflika 's same 
was simply being floated to test 
the waters, saying another per- 
son could easily be tapped for 
the job. 

The collective presidency, 
headed by AH Kafi, is due to 
step down at the end of Janu- 
ary following the two-day con- 
ference, billed as a way to seek 
a consensus on how to end the 
killing. 

But there are now some 
doubts about whether the con- 
ference, organised by the 
eight-man CDN, will take 
place after several of Algeria’s 
main political parties said they 
would not attend, (pec page 2) 

Die CDN, named by the 
presidency and whose mem-, 
bcis include three senior army 
officers, is due to propose the 
new president to the confer- 
ence. 

Late on Sunday the state 
news agency APS wrote a com- 
mentary headed: “Will the 
conference take place without 
the influential parties?” 

One diplomat said it 
appeared unlikely that a mem- 
ber of Algeria’s old guard 
would be able to achieve con- 
sensus among the country’s 
Muslim f tmHa menfaliUc and 
republicans. 

“He may be someone who 
can bring consensus to the peo- 
ple who are going to take part 
m this conference,” the diplo- 
mat said. 

Certainly not in the general 
public, certainly not with the 
opposition. It would seem that 
most of the people who are 
participating are interested in 
continuing things as they are.” 


ANC reportedly make 
concessions in talks 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — The African National 
Congress (ANC) has stepped 
towards meeting Afrikaner de- 
mands for "limited self- rule” 
in South Africa, sources close 
to talks between the ANC, 
government and Freedom 
Alliance said Monday. 

“It seems like some good 
proposals are on the table, 
they are definitely worth con- 
sidering;” a right-wing source 
said. He would not give de- 
tails. 

Another suggested the 
ANC, widely expected to win 
the April 27 all-race election, 
had suggested Afrikaners 
could establish a national 
council or Volksraad which 
“would run their own affairs” 
in post-apartheid South Africa. 

Government representatives 


blacklist was eutirely re- 
moved, economists say. 

They argue that at this 
point in time it would be even 
more harmful to lift the 
secondary boycott than the 
primary boycott. They say 
that even if the primary 
boycott is lifted, the Jewish 
state will not be able to pene- 
trate Arab markets against 
stiff competition from Far 
Eastern countries known for 
their cheap prices since the 
cost of production in Israel is 
very high, and products that 
Israel has an edge in are not 
of any significant Arab con- 
sumption. 

IBs Majesty King Hussein 
said in an interview with 
Cable News Network (CNN) 
television this week that 
progress towards lifting the? 
secondary boycott was “hap- 
pening gradually.” 

On lifting tile primary 
boycott, the King said, prog- 
ress could be made only in 
the context of a comprehen- 
sive Arab-IsraeH peace settle- 
ment. 

“But there are several 
areas that have to be consi- 
dered,” the King said. “If 
you talk about, for example, 
Jordan and Israel, we have to 
work out a balance in terms 
of our trade... They have a 
protectionist approach to- 
wards their products. They 
have denied us the chance 
that they would wish for their 
products to come to our 
area.” 

“All these things have to 
be worked out, particularly 
with regard to the Palestinian 
dimension,” said the King. 

It was a reference to 
Israel’s efforts to maintain 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip as protected mar- 
kets for Israeli products by 
allowing free trade between 
the occupied lands and Israel 
while imposing customs 
duties on an non-Israeli pro- 
ducts. 

Flare-up in 
S. Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (APJ — 
Israeli troops and militia allies 
traded artillery and rocket fire 
with guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon Monday, were re- 
ported killed and eight wound- 
ed in the shelling that en- 
gulfed * more than 15 villages 
and military targets, said the 
sources. 

The sporadic duels began 
overnight when resistance 
fighters attacked positions held 
by Israeli forces and the allied 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia in Israel's self-styled 
“security zone.” 

They said one SLA miK da- 
man was killed and six were 
wounded in the shelling near 
the village of shoumariyeh. 
They said a civilian was killed 
in nearby Tameriyah and two 
were wounded, outside the 
“Security zone.” 






Clvifiaas help a boy wounded by rocket shrapnel in the old 
Mkrorayan housing estate, where Afghan families have been cut 
off from the rest of Kabul factional fighting began some three 
weeks ago (AFP photo) 

Afghan casualty 
toll nears 10,000 
in 3 weeks of war 


KUBAL (Agencies) — There 
was minimal shelling in Kabul 
Monday, but be casualty toll 
for the first three weeks of 
factional fighting between 
forces for and against Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani 
has risen to nearly 10,000. 

According to figures re- 
leased by the International 
Co mmi ttee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) there were 9,593 
casualties admitted to the 10 
functioning hospitals in Kabul 
for the first 21 days of battle, 
with a conservative estimate 
of 700 to 800 killed. 

However, Red Cross offi- 
cials pointed out that perhaps 
more titan 2,000 of their outpa- 
tients treated were those in- 
jured in previous dashes, who 
returned' for fresh treatment. 

. The -relative calm in Kabul 
Monday was exploited by resi- 
dents of the frontline new Mic- 
ro rayan housing estates to flee 
their apartments for safer 
northwestern parts of the 
capital. 

Apart from the intense artil- 
lery barrage inflicted on these 
civilians by the Uzbek forces of 
the anti-Rabbani ex- 
communist General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, and his Pnsb- 
tun ally Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, they were 
severely bombed by a jet Sun- 
day afternoon. 

Three bombs, believed to 
weigh 500-kflogrammes each, 
were dropped by a Dostum jet 
cm new M icrorayan, narrowly 
missing two six-storey housing 
blocks and causing no casual- 
ties although residents were 
very frightened. 


“It was like an earthquake. 
The whole building started to 
shake and I thought it would 
collapse on our heads,” said a 
father of seven children, who 
survived the attack. 

The bombs, w hich gouged 
huge craters in the ground, 
may have been intended for 
the adjacent Bibi Mahru hill 
where pro-Rabbani artillery is 
based. 

Rabbani layaKsts killed 90 
rival militiamen and wounded 
145 others in attacks on enemy 
positions Monday. State-run 
radio Kabul said. 

The broadcast said the 
casualties were inflicted in two 
attacks against the forces of 
Gen. Dostum and Mr. Hek- 
matyar. . . 

It also said at least two peo^ 
pie were killed and two other* 
injured when IS rockets fired 
by the rival forces hit parts of 
Kabul. 

Pakistan is hoping to bring 
Af ghanis ta n ’s bitterly divided 
leaders together for talks to 
end a deadly three-week siege 
of Kabul. 

A spokesman for Pakistan’s 
foreign ministry, Mohammad 
Salim, said that previous peace 
pacts have failed because Gen. 
Dostum was excluded, but not 
this time. 

‘Takistan is hopeful that this 
time it will succeed in bringing 
about peace in Afghanistan,'’ 
said Mr. Salim, “Dostum’s 
representative will be attend- 
ing, which reflects a consensus 
on the part of the Afghan 
leaders and shows how serious 
they are this time around.” 


Israeli military intelligence says 
Syria is sincere about peace 


refused to comment and ANC 
officials were not available. 
Die evening daily Star said 

Democracy negotiators were 
optimistic that they could bring 
the Freedom Alliance into a 
political settlement 
The daily said negotiators 
from all sides were buoyant 
“I think we are getting quite 
close to an agreement” the 
Johannesburg newspaper 
quoted a source from the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IF?) as saying. “There’s quite 
a lot of hope.” 

The alliance, comprising the 
IFP, the Bophuthatswana 
black homeland and the white 
right-wing Afrikaner Volk- 
sfront, wants federal guaran- 
tees entrenched in the new 
constitution to take effect after 
the April 27 elections. 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — The 
head of Israel’s military intelli- 
gence told Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s government that 
Syria was sincere about want- 
ing peace, Israeli media re- 
ported Monday. 

The assessment by Major 
General Uri Saguy contra- 
dicted warnings by Israel’s 
hawkish opposition which says 
Syria cannot be trusted and has 
not given up ambitions of des- 
troying the Jewish state. 

Gen. Saguy spoke before 
Israel’s cabinet on Sunday, a 
day before Israeli-Syrian peace 
negotiations resumed in 
Washington. 

Israel's chief negotiator with 
Syria, Itamar Rabinovich, said 
Monday that the intelligence 
report would be “an important 
part of negotiations” 

The negotiations have been 
deadlocked for months over 
who should go first — Syria in 
detailing what kind of peace it 
.envisions, or Israel in saying 
bow far it is willing to withdraw 
from the Golan Heights it 
seized in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Syrian President Hafez A] 
Assad took a step towards 
Israel when he told President 
Bill Clinton last week that he 
was ready for peaceful, normal 
relations with Israel. 

But Mr. Rabinovich said 
Monday that Israel wanted to 
bear this firsthand from tile 
Syrians, and that it was prema- 
ture to discuss the extent of 
Israeli withdrawal. 

“Even if we have a better 
idea about the Syrian position 


on peace, we have yet to hear 
it, or bear it in detail. There 
are other important questions 
concerning future security 
arrangements,” Mr. Rabino- 
vich raid on Israel army radio. 

Mr. Rabin said last week 
that if Israel had to make 
major concessions in the 
Golan, he would have to get 
tins approved in a referendum. 
The Syrians reacted angrily, 
securing Israel of playing for 
time. 

- Addressing Syrian concerns, 
Mr. Rabinovich said Monday 
that the referendum idea 
should only encourage them. 
U I think the Syrians under- 
stand that the government of 
Israel is serious when it talks 
about painful concessions, 
otherwise it would not have 
introduced the idea of a re- 
ferendum.” 

Also Monday, a poll pub- 
fished in the daily Yedioth 
Ahronoth indicated that 64 per 
cent of Israelis would oppose 
giving back all of the Golan, 
even if the 32 Jewish settle- 
ments there were allowed to 
remain. Thirty-three per cent 
supported returning the Golan 
in exchange for peace with 
Syria. The poll included 506 
respondents and had a margin 
of error of four per cent. 

Gen. Sagoy’s report, quoted 
by Israeli Television, said Syria 
wanted to get out of the “cycle 
of war” with Israel. 

The report also said Israel 
last year achieved strategic su- 
periority over its northeastern 
neighbour, whose army is 


equipped mainly with outdated 
arms from the former Soviet 
Union. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yosri Sarid said earlier he 
expected Israel to sign this year 
peace agreements with all its 
Arab neighbours, adding that 
his forecast was based on re- 
ports from the intelligence ser- 
vices. 

Health Minister Chaim 
Ramon said a peace accord 
with Syria would reduce the 
threat of war in the region. 

“The biggest threat of con- 
ventional war comes from 
Syria. That’s why it’s very im- 
portant to achieve peace with 
that country and bring it out of 
the cycle of war,” he said. 

Mb*. Rabin on Sunday ruled 
out organising a referendum 
on the Golan Heights until a 
peace accord was readied with 
Syria. 

Once such agreement in 
principle is worked out Mr. 
Rabin told a group of U.S. 
rabbis, “the people will have to 
say either yes or no on whether 
they are prepared to pay the 
price of an accord.” 

Mr. Rabin also said Sunday 
be was prepared to meet Presi- 
dent Assad wherever he 
wanted to digrams peace. 

“I am ready to meet Assad 
without preconditions and any- 
where in the world,” he told 
journalists after the meeting. 

Israel has repeatedly prop- 
osed holding a summit with 
Mr. Assad, but the Syrian 
leader has turned down the 
offer. 


Balladur treated:* • • i 
to Kohl’s homely; - . j 1 
hospitality : -I 

SPEYER, Germany (R) — | 
Mikhail Gorbachev did* to. | , 
George Bush dSd it Al Gore, £ " 
Dan Qnayie and James Baker f 
did it. Margaret Thatcher, | 
famously, didn't. Now? 
Edouard Balladur has done it. £ 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl wd- { 
corned the French prime mum- t 
ter to his suburban home Son* l 
day in southwestern Germany.- \ 

Mr. Bahadur was accorded aa'[ 
honour granted to a Soviet*-, 
leader, a U.S. preside nt, two t 
vice-presidents and a secretary ; 
of state. As if to enhan ce tire '* 
personal nature of tile gesture* 
officials refused to give any ' 
of the visit to Mr. Kofcfr • 

Villa in Oggersheim, a middle* 
class suburb of the city of . 
Ludwigshafen. It was strictly - 
private, they said.- The poly 
public part of the meeting vLs 
a one-hour visit to the 
Romanesque 11th century 
cathedral at Speyer, one .of . 
Germany’s most imporing and 
Kohl’s traditional way of show* ' 
ing off his Rhineland- 
Palatinate home to his guests. 

“This was a long-standing wish 
to his (Balladur) and mine,” 

Mr. Kohl told reporters as.the " 
leaders entered the cathedraL 
Speyer’s Bishop Anfon 
Scfalembach spoke of the visit's 
significance m boosting post* 
war Franco-German 
friendship. Balladur was walk- 
ing in the steps of Mr. Bdsb 
arid Mr. Gorbachev, whobdfa 
visited Oggoriieim and Speyer - 
within a week in 1990 to give 
their to German-uni- 

fication, though if was -nor . 
known if he, like them, was to 
be invited to share the* local 
delicacy of pig’s stomach 
(Saumagen) so beloved of Mr. 

Kohl. The visit was Mr. ;Bal- * 
ladnr’s third to Germany since • 
he became premier last March^ 

He already has reason to fed . 
grateful for Mr. Kohl’s deter; 
mined and ultimately success- 
ful efforts to prevent Franco " 
becoming isolated front the < 
rest of the European Union 
over its objection to the agri- 
cultural /part flf tire Urugpf 1 
round world trade deal. Ba% - 
dur had emerged from; -tfe 
affair as the favourite to-sr * 
ceed Francois Mitterrand 
president when his seven-ye? - . 
term expires next year. . 

Diana screams af ' * 

photographer 

LONDON (R) — Pri n ce s s Di- 
ana, still Britain’s most popu- 
lar royal despite bowing oot-of . 
public life last montii, ; 
screamed in rage at a photf* 
grapber who took pictures of 
her outside a teams dub, "the- 
Daily Mirror said Monday.*. 
“Why, why, why,” she shouted; 
and accused the photographer 
of showing her no respect, the 
tabloid newspaper reported.: 
Princess Diana, who separated; : 
from hefr-to-tfae-throne Prince 
Charles 13 months ago, wrid in' 
December she was giving up-;t- 
public duty because she " . 
needed more privacy for her- 
self and sons Prince Wiliam 
and Prince Harry. She said .. 
relentless media attention was 
partly to blame. Shortly, be- : 
fore, 32-year-old Prmcess. Di? 
ana was outraged when - . .the 
Mirror printed photographs^ ; 
taken by a hidden cameraiuxr •' 
her working out in a gym. § jmI 
in August she yelled at;* 1 
photographer, “You makerae * 
life befl.” The Mirror, isolated , 
and condemned by all its rivals * 
for using the gym shots, ssrid it : 
was now respecting her wu&jjf. -f 
for privacy by not printing -the . 
latest pictures it had • bepq 
offered. But in a front-page 
artide it quoted the photo? 
grapher involved as saying: 

“She was very angry. She* 
right to get angry at times.* But 
I tried [to explain there isstiH> 
lot of interest in her, she is ooff ,*• 
of tiie most famous faces in-tbe > 
world. That is the lifestyie-sluf > 
has chosen. She can’t optqjot 
of everything.” A poll 
day newspaper showed Pm? ; 
cess Diana was still the best- * 
loved member of * the royal : 
family, whilst Prince Charles’s 
popularity hit alWme low*.' *•; 
While the -earnest' heir [4 
throne was on Iris way to AtfTg 
stralia for a key image; > 
boosting tour. Today newspap- i : 
er published a survey showing 
onty 17 pm; cent of pto{« j 
“ked, mm. Princess Diana wrii] 

? 47 per cent approval rate*^ 
“dusting she had kept/Sw'^ 
gwpatfay of the public since: * 
the couple’s bitter separation;.'! 

13 months ago. The 93-^bar;- 1 
old Queen Mother and rejefi-. ij 
fog Queen Elizabeth ; come : | 
next, with 45 and 44 pear cgfif a 
ratings among l,007 adHftt7| 
asked by the respected *• 

“sfitote to choose their M! 
ri»o or three royals. ' 







